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AIR-DRYING

· Air-drying involves objects being spread out over an area and dried through air movement or dehumidification.

· This method of drying can be carried out in-house. It is cheap, but labour intensive and requires space.

PREPARE ROOM

· Remove any wet materials i.e. stationery, boxes, curtains or carpet.

· Open windows and bring in fans to circulate air OR close all windows and use dehumidifiers. (Ensuring damp air or water is vented/ drained out of room.)

· The drying effect can be intensified with a wind tunnel, a tunnel of Correx or plastic sheeting with fans at one or both ends (Ensure air from fans is not aimed directly at fragile items.)

· Washing lines can be put up for hanging or pegging (using plastic pegs) strong, but damp sheets of paper.

· Plastic, perforated racks such as bread trays or airing racks are ideal for air drying objects as they provide support and allow airflow.

RINSING

If the objects are heavily soiled, the worst of the dirt can be removed by brushing or rinsing off, taking care not to introduce dirt to clean areas, i.e. keep books shut.

PREPARE OBJECTS

· Assess books and paper based material first. (Heavily waterlogged books should be frozen if possible) 

· Treat books in the following order:

weak and wet books

weak and damp books

strong and wet books

strong and damp books

· Consider the fragility of paper and fastness of dyes. 

· Support all areas of fragile items, either on a board or by holding together loose fragments with a gauze bandage.

· Remove paper clips, string or ribbon (and keep bagged and labelled) to prevent staining or stress on the object.

· Three dimensional objects such as costumes and baskets need to be padded out to their normal shape before air drying. Nylon netting can be used for this

· Books that are strong enough can be stood on their spines and the pages fanned out. Turn them up the other way after a while. See ‘Books’ sheet for other options.

· Flat items such as maps, newspapers, documents and plans can be dried flat between blotting paper, as long as the inks are not running. Change blotting paper regularly.
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