





A building damaged by rising floodwater is likely to be a dangerous place.  

Before entering a flooded building you must consider:

Electrical hazards

Structural hazards

Hazardous materials

Bacteria and viruses
Ventilation
1. Electrical hazards
If water has come into contact with electrical circuits, and especially if the water has risen above electrical outlets, arrange for a competent person to turn the power off at the main breaker, or fuse, of the service panel.  
Do not enter if you cannot arrange to safely get a competent person to the electrical components to turn off the power, or if there are any safety concerns in relation to the circumstances of the incident. Ensure only a qualified and competent person turns the power back on. 
2. Structural hazards
Never assume that water-damaged structures, particularly ceilings or cellars, are safe.  If in doubt, do not enter the building.  Leave immediately if shifting or unusual noises signal a possible collapse.
3. Hazardous materials
Damaged building materials may contain asbestos, lead-based paint or other harmful residues. You must ensure a Risk Assessment is undertaken by a qualified and competent person, before disturbing suspect material. Precautions must then be taken to prevent exposure.  Floodwaters can contain hazardous materials such as pesticides, fuel or spilled chemicals. Do not enter if in doubt.
4. Bacteria and viruses
Microscopic organisms, particularly those from sewage, can be found in mud or sediment left by floodwater.  Appropriate PPE must be worn at all times to prevent illness.  
5. Ventilation
Never use a generator pump within an enclosed area as there is a danger of serious injury or death, due to carbon-monoxide poisoning. Generators must only be used by competent persons, fully trained to operate them safely. 
Entering a Flooded Building in Safety
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