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MOULD

Mould spores are almost everywhere and can cause a major mould outbreak on water damaged material.

CHECK FOR MOULD

· Mould can grow in less than 48 hours.

· Mould can be many different in colours.

· Check if the material feels damp and/or there is a mouldy smell.

· Dirt, dust, stains and cobwebs can look like mould, but in the early stages of growth, mould appears as a fine web of filaments (hyphae). In later stages, the mould develops a bushy appearance; the fruiting bodies containing spores can be seen under magnification.

· Test by brushing with a pony hair brush to see if the mould is dry and powdery (dormant) or soft and smeary (active). Active mould will continue to grow and damage collections. Dormant mould will cause no further damage unless an increase in relative humidity to 70 – 75% or more causes dormant spores to germinate and the mould to become active again. 

· Foxing on paper is a closely related phenomenon that can be confused with mould. Foxing involves various agents of bio-deterioration, including mould. Its appearance is characterised by red-brown stains in either discrete spots or irregular splotches, usually with no visible hyphae or mould structure. Like mould, it appears in susceptible papers exposed to high relative humidity. 

STOP MOULD GROWTH

· REDUCE THE HUMIDITY. Mould may form in an area with relative humidity of 65% if there is poor ventilation. Mould will grow and remain active when the relative humidity reaches or exceeds 70 – 75 percent. 

· KEEP COOL – heat makes mould grow faster. 

· DRY OR FREESE WET COLLECTIONS. Freezing will not kill the mould but it will stop it growing until a conservator has a chance to dry and clean the material. 

· USE COLD AIR FANS TO INCREASE THE VENTILATION. 

· CONSIDER THE HEALTH RISKS – exposure to mould can lead to debilitating allergy even among people not prone to allergies. 

· DO NOT USE BLEACH OR DOMESTIC PRODUCTS. These will cause additional damage to objects and will not keep the mould from recurring.

· If in doubt contact a conservator. 
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