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1.0
Introduction

1.1 Purpose

The purpose of the Route Structures Gazetteer is to provide a baseline description
and assessment of the significance of every railway structure and building along

the lines affected by the Great Western Main Line Electrification Project (see map
opposite). This information will inform the Environmental Impact Assessment of the
scheme, and English Heritage’s listing review of the affected routes.

The Gazetteer has been prepared by Alan Baxter & Associates, using a combination of
information supplied by Network Rail and Atkins, site visits and desktop research.

1.2 How to Use this Gazetteer

This Gazetteer provides information about individual structures along the routes.
Two classes of structure have been excluded because they are all structures of no
architectural, historical, archaeological or aesthetic interest: signal posts and gantries
and level crossings. For example, all signalling is modern colour aspect technology;
there are no semaphore signals left on the routes analysed.

The Gazetteer is intended to be used in conjunction with the its companion

volume, the History and Significance of the Great Western Main Line. That document
provides important context for readers of this Gazetteer by explaining the historic
development of the lines, the main phases of alteration, the types of structures
found on them, and the significance of the structures in the context of other railway
engineering. It is particularly useful for understanding more about the standard and
generic types of structure which are a characteristic of the lines (for example, Brunel’s
triple-arch overbridges).

The organisation of the Gazetteer

The Gazetteer is organised first by line and then by ordering the structures along any
given line according to their distance from London.

For each structure there is an entry containing information under the following
headings, explained here in the order in which they appear:

Structure number

Every structure is identified by a number comprising its ‘ELR’ plus its distance from
the old buffers at Paddington Station in London, measured in miles and chains. This
system of measurement was in use when Brunel built the line.

The ELR - or Engineer’s Line Reference - is a three letter code used throughout
Britain’s railways to distinguish lines from one another. The following are used in this
Gazetteer:

BHL- Berks & Hants Line from Reading to Newbury and beyond
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BKE- Reading to Basingstoke Line

BSW - Bristol & South Wales Union Line (Bristol Temple Meads to Severn Tunnel
Junction)

DCL- Didcot to Oxford Line

DWC- Didcot West Chord

MLNT1 - Paddington to Bristol Main Line

SWB - South Wales & Bristol Direct Line (Wootton Bassett to Patchway)

Note that in the structure number single digits are always preceded by a zero.

For example, a bridge on the Didcot to Oxford line at 43 miles and 50 chains from
Paddington will have a structure number of DCL 4350; a bridge on the Main Line at
101 miles and 2 chains will have a structure number of MLN1 10102.

Structure name

This can incorporate a place name, such as ‘Appleford overbridge’, a road name,
such as ‘Avon Lane Underbridge’, or might simply be ‘overbridge’. Many bridges
are known by more than one name. In such cases the most commonly used name is
given. If more than one name is commonly used, the alternatives are supplied.

Easting/ Northing

The grid reference of the structure’s location.

Local planning authority

The local planning authority for the area in where the structure is located. Some
structures, such as viaducts and tunnels, span authority boundaries and therefore two
local authorities are given.

Designation

Some structures are statutorily designated in one, or a combination, of the following
categories:

« Listed building (Grades |, [I* and II)
« InaConservation Area
«  Scheduled Monument

There are other non-statutory designations which are relevant ‘material
considerations’ in planning terms:

«  World Heritage Site (WHS) - UNESCO (United Nations Environmental ,Scientific
and Cultural Organisation) designates sites which have ‘outstanding universal
value’ (OUV) around the world. The City of Bath WHS also has a buffer zone
around it.

« Registered Park and Garden — English Heritage designates landscape areas in
recognition of their special historic interest.
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+  Locally listed — Local authorities designate assets of special historic interest at a
local level. Each authority has its own criteria.

As well as these designations, the Gazetteer uses the category ‘Adjacent to a
conservation area’. This has been included because government guidance on the
historic environment, in England the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF),
contains policies relating to the ‘settings’ of heritage assets, which are considered a
material consideration. Therefore, any structure adjacent to a conservation area, or
indeed any other heritage asset, could be within its ‘setting’.

Listed building identification number

The ‘List Entry Number' is a unique identification number which English Heritage’s
National Heritage List for England uses to distinguish heritage assets from each other.
It has been used in the Gazetteer. In Wales the equivalent is the ‘List Reference
Number'. If the asset is not listed, N/A appears in this field.

Date of designation

Provided by the National Heritage List for England or Cadw. If the asset is not listed,
N/A appears in this field.

Structure type

The structures are categorised into the following types:

+  Overbridge - road

+  Overbridge - railway

«  Overbridge - accommodation

« Underbridge - road

+ Underbridge - railway

« Underbridge - accommodation
+ Underbridge - river

+  Culvert

«  Footbridge

«  Pipe bridge
+  Viaduct

+ Aqueduct

- Station

«  Tunnel

+  Cutting

+  Embankment
+  Retaining wall
«  Subway

+  Other
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Design type

These categories are applicable to bridges only:

«  Arch - semi-elliptical
+  Arch - semi-circular
«  Arch-segmental

«  Arch -four centred

+ Arch - horseshoe

+ Arch-other

+ Beam
+ Truss
+  Girder
«  Other

Some bridges are complex structures with more than one span. In this instance,

the span which crosses the tracks will be in this field. If there is more than one span
which crosses the tracks, then the older of the spans will be in this field. If the design
cannot be represented in this way, additional information is added in the ‘description
of structure’ field.

1t Material

This is the material from which the majority or most significant part of the structure
is constructed. For example, a red brick bridge with a concrete parapet would be
categorised as ‘red brick’. The materials are:

+ London stock brick
+  Red brick

« Engineering brick
« other brick

«  Purple and red brick engineering brick [a pattern of red stretchers and purple
headers laid in English Garden bond, which was much favoured by the GWR]

+ Stone

«  Swindon Portland stone
« Bath stone

+ Pennant stone

«  Bramley Fall gritstone

+ Limestone

« Sandstone

+  Steel

«  Timber

« lron



« Concrete
. Other

2" Material

Only used if there is more than one material. From the example above, this would be
‘concrete’.

Construction date

Archival research and knowledge of structure types has been used to identify a
construction date. A detailed explanation of the construction phases which are
quoted can be found in The History and Significance of the Great Western Main Line.
In some cases, no detailed information is available and a broad category, such as ‘c.
1880-1939', is used.

Dates include:

+  GWRsection L (1835-1838)

+  GWR section R (1837-1840)

+  GWRsection S (1839-1840)

+  GWRsection C(1839-1841)

+  GWR section B (1836-1841)

«  Swindon - Gloucester (Jan 1941-May1845)

+ Didcot - Oxford (1844-1845)

+  Berks & Hants Railway (1845-Dec1847)

«  South Wales Railway: Phase 1 (1846-Jun 1850)

«  South Wales Railway: Phase 2 (1846-Jul 1851)

+  Bristol & South Wales Union Railway (1858-1864)
«  Standard Gauge Conversion: South Wales (1872)
«  South Wales Railway: Phase 3 (1849-Jul 1852)

«  Bristol-New Passage Pier (1858-Jan 1864)

«  Standard Gauge Conversion: Oxford branch (1872)
+ Standard Gauge Conversion: New Passage Pier (1873)
«  Standard Gauge Conversion: BHL (1874)

«  GWML widening: Phase 1 (1875-1884)

+  The Severn Tunnel (1873-1886)

«  GWML widening: Phase 2 (1890-1893)

«  Standard Gauge Conversion: GWML (1892)

«  South Wales Quadrupling: Phase 1 (1895-1900)

«  South Wales & Bristol Direct Line (1897-Jul 1903)
«  GWML widening: Phase 3 (1903-1905)

+  GWML widening: Phase 4 (1908-1910)

+  GWML widening: Phase 5 (1931-1932)

«  South Wales Quadrupling: Phase 2 (1941)
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Major alteration phase(s)

Only used if a structure has been altered; for example, if the central brick arch of a
Brunel bridge was replaced in the 20th century with a concrete deck.

If there is more than significant alteration phase is known, they are all given. More
information about the alterations may appear in the ‘description of structure’ field.

Description of structure

A short description of the structure in terms of its age, design and material, plus
anything else of relevance, such as alterations. Not included if the structure is of
‘minimal interest’ or on the Paddington - Maidenhead section of the line, since this is
not within the scope of the electrificaction project and therefore not subject to an EIA.

Railway conventions have been followed to identify different parts of structures:

+ Up (side) - the side nearest the track used by trains heading ‘up’ towards London.
As on the roads, in the UK trains travel on the left. Therefore, for much of the
GWML, the Up side is the north side of the line

«  Down (side) - the opposite of the above
+ Low mileage (side or face) - meaning the one nearest London

« High mileage (side or face) - meaning the one furthest from London
Assessment of significance
The NPPF defines significance as:

The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because of its heritage interest.
That interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic.

The following widely used definintions are employed in the Gazetteer to assess
significance:

Archaeological interest

An interest in carrying out an expert investigation at some point in the future into

the evidence a heritage asset may hold of past human activity. Heritage assets with
archaeological interest are the primary source of evidence about the substance and
evolution of places, and of the people and cultures that made them. These heritage assets
are part of a record of the past that begins with traces of early humans and continues to
be created and destroyed.

Architectural and Artistic Interest

These are interests in the design and general aesthetics of a place. They can arise
fromconscious design or fortuitously from the way the heritage asset has evolved.
More specifically, architectural interest is an interest in the art or science of the design,
construction, craftsmanship and decoration of buildings and structures of all types.
Artistic interest is an interest in other human creative skill, like sculpture.

GWML Route Structures Gazetteer / April 2012
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Historic Interest

An interest in past lives and events (including pre-historic). Heritage assets can illustrate or
be associated with them. Heritage assets with historic interest not only provide a material
record of our nation’s history, but can also provide an emotional meaning for communities
derived from their collective experience of a place and can symbolise wider values such as
faith and cultural identity.

Where relevant, i.e. in and around the Bath World Heritage Site, regard has been paid
to the ICOMOS guidance, Guidance on Heritage Impact Assessments for Cultural World
Heritage Properties.

No entry is made under this heading if the structure is of ‘minimal interest’ or on the
Paddington - Maidenhead section of the line, since this is not within the scope of the
electrificaction project and therefore not subject to an EIA.

Summary statement

This summary brings together the ‘description of structure’ and the ‘assessment of
significance’.

Significance value

Following the ‘assessment of significance’, the relative significance of each structure
or building is given a value. The table on the following page plains how these values
relate to statutory designation and how they apply to the GWML.

Sources

Information sources used to compile the Gazetteer include:

«  Books - See appendix 1 of The History and Significance of the Great Western Main Line
for the title of books and reports referred to in the Gazetteer by author

«  Google Maps / Bing Maps / Streetview — consulted to verify other sources

«  Sitevisits — where these have been made

«  GWMLEIATWS - information supplied at project tender which includes
photographs and basic information about many of the overhead structures on the
routes

«  List Descriptions - from the National Heritage List for England or Cadw

«  National Archives — material is referenced as ‘NA' followed by the reference
numbers.

+  Network Rail National Records Centre — material is referenced as 'NRC RN’ (National
Records Centre Roll Number) followed by the relevant roll numbers.

«  Network Rail Inspection Reports — obtained from Network Rail. Contain information
on materials and condition, plus photographs.

«  GRIP 3 reports - GWML Electrification Project design studies

+  OS Maps - Ordnance Survey maps



Value Description Example On the GWML

Very Internationally World Heritage Sites Structures that convey the

High important heritage Outstanding Universal Value of
assets generally Nationally designated heritage the Bath World Heritage Site
recognised through assets of all grades that convey the
designation as being Outstanding Universal Value of a
of outstanding World Heritage Site. These include
universal value. listed buildings, Registered Parks and

Gardens, Scheduled Monuments,
Individual heritage Protected Wreck Sites, Registered
assets that convey the | Historic Battlefields, Conservation
OUV of a WHS Areas.

High Nationally heritage Grade | and II* Listed Buildings Structures and buildings of
assets generally and those structures which are outstanding historical, structural
recognised through candidates for designation, Grade | or architectural interest. On the
designation as being | and II* Registered Parks and Gardens, | GWML, all of these are works by
of exceptional interest | Scheduled Monuments, Protected Brunel
and value. Wreck Sites, Registered Historic

Battlefields, Conservation Areas with
Individual heritage notable concentrations of heritage
assets that convey to | 55cats and undesignated assets of
some degree the OUV | h5tional or international importance.
of a WHS

Nationally designated heritage assets

of all grades that convey to some

degree the Outstanding Universal

Value of a World Heritage Site.

Medium | Nationally or Grade Il Listed Buildings, Grade Well preserved structures from
regionally important | Il Registered Parks and Gardens, the original construction phase
heritage assets Conservation Areas and undesignated | of the GWR (the Pioneering
recognised as being assets of regional or national Phase of the railways, up to
of special interest, importance. Can also include 1841), such as bridges;
generally designated. | archaeological remains that relate to

regional research objectives or can Structures and buildings from

provide important information relating | 1ater phases that are unusual

to particular historic events or trends | for their design interest and

that are of importance to the region. | State of preservation, or have
notable group value with other
structures, landscapes or historic
townscapes.

Low Assets that are of Undesignated heritage assets such as | Standard structures from the
interest at a local locally listed buildings, undesignated | original construction phase
level primarily for archaeological sites, undesignated of the GWR which have been
their contribution historic parks and gardens, etc. Can altered or extended;
to the local historic also include degraded designated
environment. assets that no longer warrant Later structures built by the

designation. GWR that are of standard,
repetitive design but have
some architectural or structural
interest or group value.

Minimal | Elements of the Undesignated features with very Later structures by the GWR,
historic environment | limited or no historic, architectural BR and their successors which
that are of insufficient | or archaeological interest. Can also are of negligible architectural,
significance to merit | include highly degraded designated structural or historical interest, or
consideration in assets that no longer warrant have been extensively altered.
planning decisions designation.
and hence be classed
as heritage assets.
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Structure Number:

BHL 3773

Southcote Farm Lane Underbridge

Easting:
Northing:

LPA:
Designation:

List Entry Number:

Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

469754.114
171825.25

Reading Borough Council
None

N/A

N/A

Underbridge -accommodation
Girder

Steel

Red brick

Berks & Hants Railway (1845 - Dec
1847)

Major alteration phase(s):  Unknown

Description of structure:

Assessment of significance:
Summary Statement:

Steel deck span at the junction of the BHL and BKE. Brick abutments partly rebuilt but retaining
characteristic Brunel relieving arches on the faces to the carriageway.

Significance value:

Minimal architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

NR inspection report

Alan Baxter
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Structure Number:

Mill Lane Underbridge
Easting:
Northing:

LPA:
Designation:
List Entry Number:

Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

BHL 3812

469438.798
171609.999

Reading Borough Council
None

N/A

N/A

Underbridge - road
Arch - semi-elliptical
Red brick

Sandstone

Construction date: Berks & Hants Railway (1845 - Dec

1847)

Major alteration phase(s):  none

Description of structure:

Typical Brunel-designed underbridge of the more modest kind, dating from the construction of
the Berks & Hants line in 1845-7. Built of red brick, with a single, 12ft semi-elliptical arch, stepped
string course and splayed wing walls. A notably well preserved example with original parapet and
sandstone coping stones. Also, 20th century steel railings.

Assessment of significance:

This is a notably well preserved example of a Brunel-designed bridge. However, it is similar to many
surviving bridges designed by him, structurally and architecturally unexceptional, and postdating the
‘Pioneering Phase’ of railway construction. Therefore it is of low architectural and historic interest, and
no archaeological or artistic interest.

Summary Statement:

Notably well preserved example of a typical Brunel-designed underbridge of the more modest kind,
dating from the construction of the Berks & Hants line in 1845-7. Built of red brick, with a single semi-
elliptical arch, it is of low architectural and historic interest, and no archaeological or artistic interest.

Significance value:

Low architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

NR inspection report
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Structure Number:

Briscoes Underbridge
Easting:
Northing:

LPA:
Designation:
List Entry Number:

Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

BHL 3822

469245.315
171555.709

Reading Borough Council
None

N/A

N/A

Underbridge - road
Arch - semi-elliptical
Red brick

Sandstone

Construction date: Berks & Hants Railway (1845 - Dec

1847)

Major alteration phase(s):  none

Description of structure:

Typical Brunel-designed underbridge of the more modest kind, dating from the construction of the
Berks & Hants line in 1845-7. Built of red brick, with a single, 12ft semi-elliptical arch, stepped string
course and splayed wing walls. A notably well preserved example with, e.g., original parapet and
sandstone coping stones, though some of the wing wall brickwork may have been rebuilt. Also, 20th
century steel railings.

Assessment of significance:

This is a notably well preserved example of a Brunel-designed bridge. However, it is similar to many
surviving bridges designed by him, structurally and architecturally unexceptional, and postdating the
‘Pioneering Phase’ of railway construction. Therefore it is of low architectural and historic interest, and
no archaeological or artistic interest.

Summary Statement:

Notably well preserved example of a typical Brunel-designed underbridge of the more modest kind,
dating from the construction of the Berks & Hants line in 1845-7. Built of red brick, with a single semi-
elliptical arch, it is of low architectural and historic interest, and no archaeological or artistic interest.

Significance value:

Low architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

NR inspection report
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Structure Number:

BHL 3824

Holy Brook Underbridge (1)

Easting:
Northing:

LPA:
Designation:

List Entry Number:

Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

Major alteration phase(s):

Description of structure:

Assessment of significance:

Summary Statement:

469206.414
171545.583

Reading Borough Council
None

N/A

N/A

Underbridge - river
Girder

Steel

Red brick

Berks & Hants Railway (1845 - Dec
1847)

1901-1914

Two riveted steel girders resting on skewed brick abutments with splayed wing walls. Since these
abutments are red brick (not alternating red and purple bricks typical of the later GWR) they could
date from the construction of the line, and may have originally supported a timber or iron deck.

Significance value:

Minimal architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

NR inspection report

Alan Baxter

GWML Route Structures Gazetteer / April 2012 / Holy Brook Underbridge (1) BHL 3824

BHL - Reading Borough Council



Structure Number: BHL 3871
Burghfield Road Underbridge

Easting: 468283.887

Northing: 171346.979

LPA: Reading Borough Council

Designation: None

List Entry Number: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Structure Type: Underbridge - road

Design Type: Girder

1st Material: Red brick

2nd Material: Concrete

Construction date: Berks & Hants Railway (1845 - Dec
1847)

Major alteration phase(s):  Post-1947

Description of structure:

Brick overbridge dating from the construction of the line in 1845-47, but extensively altered by the
replacement of the central span. Approach arches are semi-elliptical and red brick, with original string
course, arch rings, parapets and curved wing walls. The piers, with typical Brunel relieving arches, are
adapted as the seat for a post-war (?) concrete deck partly by infilling the relieving arches with brick
buttresses. The replacement span has level red brick parapets, higher than the approaches. Based

on historic drawings of similar bridges on this line, the original central span was probably timber and
may have been replaced by the GWR first with a steel deck.

Assessment of significance:

This is an example of a slightly unusual Brunel design, but one that was relatively common on the
Berks & Hants line. It does not date from the ‘Pioneering Phase’ of railway construction and has also
been extensively altered by the replacement of the central span with a concrete and brick deck.
Because of these factors, the bridge is of low architectural and historic interest, and no archaeological
or artistic interest.

Summary Statement:

Overbridge dating from the construction of the Berks & Hants Line in 1845-47, but extensively altered
by the replacement of the central span with a concrete deck in the 20th century. Because this is

not an early example of a railway bridge designed in Brunel’s office, and because of the extent of
alteration, it is of low architectural and historic interest, and no archaeological or artistic interest.

Significance value:

Low architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

NR inspection report
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Structure Number:

BHL 3875

Holy Brook Underbridge (2]

Easting:
Northing:

LPA:
Designation:

List Entry Number:

Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

Major alteration phase(s):

Description of structure:

Assessment of significance:

Summary Statement:

468203.774
171337.316

Reading Borough Council
None

N/A

N/A

Underbridge - river
Girder

Steel

Red brick

Berks & Hants Railway (1845 - Dec
1847)

Post-1900

Two welded steel girders resting on very low skewed brick abutments with splayed wing walls. Since
these abutments are red brick (not alternating red and purple bricks typical of the later GWR) they
could date from the construction of the line, and may have originally supported a timber or iron deck.

Significance value:

Minimal architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

NR inspection report

Alan Baxter
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Structure Number:

BHL 3942

Holy Brook Underbridge (3]

Easting:
Northing:

LPA:

Designation:

List Entry Number:
Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

Major alteration phase(s):

Description of structure:

Assessment of significance:

Summary Statement:

20th century steel girder underbridge supported on brick abutments, spanning the Holy Brook.

Significance value:

Minimal architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

NR inspection report

Alan Baxter

467259.799
171292.396

West Berkshire District Council
None

N/A

N/A

Underbridge - river
Girder
Steel

None

Post-1900

None
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Structure Number:

BHL 4011

Holy Brook Underbridge (4)

Easting:
Northing:

LPA:

Designation:

List Entry Number:
Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

Major alteration phase(s):

Description of structure:

Assessment of significance:

Summary Statement:

20th century steel girder underbridge supported on brick abutments, spanning the Holy Brook.

Significance value:

Minimal architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

NR inspection report

Alan Baxter

466281.79
171231.435

West Berkshire District Council
None

N/A

N/A

Underbridge - river
Girder
Steel

None

Post-1900

None
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Structure Number:

BHL 4020

Holy Brook Underbridge (5)

Easting:
Northing:

LPA:

Designation:

List Entry Number:
Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

Major alteration phase(s):

Description of structure:

Assessment of significance:

Summary Statement:

20th century steel girder underbridge supported on brick abutments, spanning the Holy Brook.

Significance value:

Minimal architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

Comp List

Alan Baxter

466103.346
171208.709

West Berkshire District Council
None

N/A

N/A

Underbridge - river
Girder
Steel

None

1971

None
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Structure Number:

M4 Overbridge
Easting:
Northing:

LPA:

Designation:

List Entry Number:
Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

Major alteration phase(s):

Description of structure:

Assessment of significance:

Summary Statement:

Wide, utilitarian concrete motorway bridge dating from the construction of the M4 in 1971.

Significance value:

Minimal architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

Comp List

Alan Baxter

BHL 4043

465641.281
171135.459

West Berkshire District Council
None

N/A

N/A

Overbridge - road
Beam
Concrete

None

1971

None
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Structure Number:

Theale Railway Station
Easting:
Northing:

LPA:

Designation:

List Entry Number:
Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

Major alteration phase(s):

Description of structure:

Assessment of significance:

Summary Statement:

A small station dating in its present form from the late 20th century. No pre-1948 buildings. Western
(Up) platform and island platform both have modern shelters. Steps up to modern steel footbridge.

Significance value:

Minimal architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

Comp List

Alan Baxter

BHL 4123

464459.869
170893.599

Reading Borough Council
None

N/A

N/A

Station
Other
Steel

None

1961 - 1980

None
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Structure Number:

Station Road Overbridge

Easting:
Northing:

LPA:
Designation:

List Entry Number:

Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

Major alteration phase(s):

Description of structure:

Assessment of significance:

Summary Statement:

BHL 4127

464384.543
170866.604

West Berkshire District Council

None
N/A
N/A

Overbridge - road

Beam

Concrete
Red brick

Berks & Hants Railway (1845 - Dec

1847)

Post-1900

Two span overbridge. Spans have been replaced with concrete decks in the 20th century; may have
originally been a single timber deck or brick arch.

Significance value:

Minimal architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

Comp List

Alan Baxter

GWML Route Structures Gazetteer / April 2012 / Station Road Overbridge BHL 4127

BHL - West Berkshire District Council



Structure Number: BHL 4267
Sulhampstead Hill (Tile Mill) Overbridge

Easting: 462496.225

Northing: 169396.413

LPA: West Berkshire District Council

Designation: Adjacent to a Conservation Area

List Entry Number: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Structure Type: Overbridge - road

Design Type: Beam

1st Material: Steel

2nd Material: Red brick

Construction date: Berks & Hants Railway (1845 - Dec
1847)

Major alteration phase(s):  1902-04

Description of structure:

1902-04 steel and jack arch girders spanning between brick abutments of original 1845-47 bridge.
Historic drawings in the NRA show that the central span was originally a timber deck, replaced with
the present standard GWR steel and brick arch deck like other similar bridges on the line.

Assessment of significance:

This is an example of a slightly unusual Brunel design, but one that was used elsewhere on the
Berks & Hants line and which does not date from the ‘Pioneering Phase’ of railway construction. The
span is also not original and therefore the bridge is of low architectural and historic interest, and no
archaeological or artistic interest.

Summary Statement:

Overbridge dating from the construction of the Berks & Hants Line in 1845-47, but extensively altered
by the replacement of the central span with a concrete deck in the 20th century. Because this is not
an early example of a railway bridge design in Brunel’s office, and because of the extent of alteration,
it is of low architectural and historic interest, and no archaeological or artistic interest.

Significance value:

Low architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:
NRA RN 55527, 58633, 14034; GWML EIA TWS

AlanBaxter GWML Route Structures Gazetteer / April 2012 / Sulhampstead Hill (Tile Mill) Overbridge BHL 4267

BHL - West Berkshire District Council



Structure Number:

BHL 4440

Padworth Lane Overbridge

Easting:
Northing:

LPA:
Designation:

List Entry Number:

Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

Major alteration phase(s):

Description of structure:

Assessment of significance:

Summary Statement:

460531.321
167638.928

West Berkshire District Council
None

N/A

N/A

Overbridge - road
Beam

Steel

Red brick

Berks & Hants Railway (1845 - Dec
1847)

1861 - 1900

Brunel designed brick bridge built 1845-47, altered by widening a side span and by installing a steel
deck replacement for original central (probably timber) span.

Significance value:

Minimal architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

NR inspection report

Alan Baxter

GWML Route Structures Gazetteer / April 2012 / Padworth Lane Overbridge BHL 4440

BHL - West Berkshire District Council



Structure Number:

BHL 4459

A340 (Basingstoke Road) Overbridge

Easting: 460234.045

Northing: 167417.589

LPA: West Berkshire District Council
Designation: None

List Entry Number: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Structure Type: Overbridge - road
Design Type: Beam

1st Material: Steel

2nd Material: Red brick

Construction date: Berks & Hants Railway (1845 - Dec

1847)
Major alteration phase(s): 1944

Description of structure:

Overbridge with a steel girder central span of 1944 between semi-elliptical brick approach arches
from the original 1845-47 bridge. The central span was originally timber and historic drawings show
that this was first replaced in 1903 and again with the present deck in 1944 (possibly to upgrade the
bridge for heavy war time road traffic).

Assessment of significance:

This is an example of a slightly unusual Brunel design, but one that was used elsewhere on the
Berks & Hants line and which does not date from the ‘Pioneering Phase’ of railway construction. The
span is also not original and therefore the bridge is of low architectural and historic interest, and no
archaeological or artistic interest.

Summary Statement:

Overbridge dating from the construction of the Berks & Hants Line in 1845-47, but extensively altered
by the replacement of the central span with a concrete deck in the 20th century. Because this is

not an early example of a railway bridge designed in Brunel’s office, and because of the extent of
alteration, it is of low architectural and historic interest, and no archaeological or artistic interest.

Significance value:

Low architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:
NRA RN 66962, 56638

AlanBaxter GWML Route Structures Gazetteer / April 2012 / A340 (Basingstoke Road) Overbridge BHL 4459

BHL - West Berkshire District Council



Structure Number:

BHL 4465

Aldermaston Railway Station

Easting:
Northing:

LPA:

Designation:

List Entry Number:
Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

Major alteration phase(s):

Description of structure:

Assessment of significance:

Summary Statement:

A small station, in its present form of two phases: c. 1930s and late 20th century. Two platforms, each
with a modern shelter and steps up to a c. 1930s steel footbridge (apparently raised up on recent

footings).

Significance value:

Minimal architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

Comp List; site visit

Alan Baxter

460127.115
167360.589

Reading Borough Council
None

N/A

N/A

Station
Other
Steel

None

1931-1939
1981- present

GWML Route Structures Gazetteer / April 2012 / Aldermaston Railway Station BHL 4465

BHL - Reading Borough Council



Structure Number:

BHL 4471

Beenham Lockside Crescent Bridge

Easting:
Northing:

LPA:
Designation:

List Entry Number:

Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

460015.544
167311.363

West Berkshire District Council
None

N/A

N/A

Overbridge - road
Beam

Steel

Red brick

Berks & Hants Railway (1845 - Dec

1847)
Major alteration phase(s):  c. 1900

Description of structure:

Overbridge with a central steel girder span of c.1900 between semi-elliptical brick approach arches
from the original 1845-47 bridge. The piers with typical Brunel relieving arches, the parapets over the
arches and wing walls with a typical stepped string course. The central span was probably originally a
timber deck like those of other similar bridges on the Berks & Hants Line.

Assessment of significance:

This is an example of a slightly unusual Brunel design, but one that was used elsewhere on the

Berks & Hants line and which does not date from the ‘Pioneering Phase’ of railway construction. The
span is also not original and therefore the bridge is of low architectural and historic interest, and no
archaeological or artistic interest.

Summary Statement:

Overbridge dating from the construction of the Berks & Hants Line in 1845-47, but extensively altered
by the replacement of the central span with a steel deck c. 1900. Because this is not an early example
of a railway bridge designed in Brunel’s office, and because of the extent of alteration, it is of low
architectural and historic interest, and no archaeological or artistic interest.

Significance value:

Low architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:
NRA RN 12574, 56638

AlanBaxter GWML Route Structures Gazetteer / April 2012 / Beenham Lockside Crescent Bridge BHL 4471

BHL - West Berkshire District Council



Structure Number:

Frouds Lane Overbridge

Easting:
Northing:

LPA:
Designation:

List Entry Number:

Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

BHL 4552

458968.634
166727.188

West Berkshire District Council
None

N/A

N/A

Overbridge - road
Arch - semi-elliptical
Red brick

None

Berks & Hants Railway (1845 - Dec
1847)

Major alteration phase(s):  None

Description of structure:

A standard, skew road overbridge with a single semi-elliptical arch, erected c. 1845-47 and designed
in Brunel’s office. Original handmade red brick, with limited patching in red engineering brick. English
bond. The span is 30 ft [9.5 m.]. Each face has a stepped string course and arcing parapet with step
moulding, terminating in piers. Coping course of shallow-pitched stone. Splayed and raked wing
walls with bull-nose brick copings. No substantial alterations. An alternative design for a timber
bridge, preserved in the NRA, was not built. There are similar bridges on the contemporary Didcot -
Oxford line at Culham (DCL 5616) and Appleford (DCL 5518).

The bridge is close to the Kennet & Avon Canal and prominent in an agricultural landscape.
Assessment of significance:

The last unaltered example of an original overbridge on Brunel’s Berks & Hants Line still standing east
of Newbury. Because it dates from after 1841 it does not form part of the ‘Pioneering Age’ of railway
construction. Nevertheless it is an early, little altered railway bridge and because of its rarity on this
line, it is of medium architectural and historic interest (but no archaeological or aesthetic interest).
Summary Statement:

A standard Brunel semi-elliptical single-arch brick overbridge built 1845-47, similar to others on the
contemporary Didcot - Oxford Line. As the last unaltered example on the line east of Newbury, the
bridge is of medium architectural and historic interest (but no archaeological or artistic interest).

Significance value:

Medium architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:
Site visit; NRA RN 12594, 12557

AlanBaxter GWML Route Structures Gazetteer / April 2012 / Frouds Lane Overbridge BHL 4552

BHL - West Berkshire District Council



Structure Number:

Millstream Underbridge

Easting:
Northing:

LPA:
Designation:

List Entry Number:

Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

Major alteration phase(s):

Description of structure:

Assessment of significance:

Summary Statement:

BHL 4651

457406.788
166630.13

West Berkshire District Council
None

N/A

N/A

Underbridge - river
Beam

Steel

Red brick

Unknown
Post-1900

20th century steel beam bridge on brick abutments, possibly from a previous bridge.

Significance value:

Minimal architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

NR inspection report

Alan Baxter

GWML Route Structures Gazetteer / April 2012 / Millstream Underbridge BHL 4651

BHL - West Berkshire District Council



Structure Number:

BHL 4656

Midgham Railway Station

Easting:
Northing:

LPA:
Designation:
List Entry Number:

Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

Major alteration phase(s):

Description of structure:

Assessment of significance:

Summary Statement:

457284
166651

West Berkshire District Council
None

N/A

N/A

Station
Other
Brick

Timber

Berks & Hants Railway (1845 - Dec
1847)

€.1930s, 1981- present

A small station, c. 1930s, late 20th century. Opened in 1847 as Woolhampton, but nothing survives of
that date. Two platforms, the north one with a modern brick shelter, the south with a c. 1930s timber
shelter. No footbridge. Level crossing.

Significance value:

Minimal architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

Site visit

Alan Baxter

GWML Route Structures Gazetteer / April 2012 / Midgham Railway Station BHL 4656

BHL - West Berkshire District Council



Structure Number:

Millstream Underbridge

Easting:
Northing:

LPA:
Designation:
List Entry Number:

Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

Major alteration phase(s):

Description of structure:

Assessment of significance:

Summary Statement:

BHL 4663

457122
166673

West Berkshire District Council
None

N/A

N/A

Underbridge - river
Beam
Steel

None

Post-1900

None

20th century riveted steel beam bridge over river.

Significance value:

Minimal architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

NR inspection report

Alan Baxter

GWML Route Structures Gazetteer / April 2012 / Millstream Underbridge BHL 4663

BHL - West Berkshire District Council



Structure Number:

Underbridge
Easting:
Northing:

LPA:
Designation:
List Entry Number:

Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

Major alteration phase(s):

Description of structure:

Assessment of significance:

Summary Statement:

BHL 4731

456244.374
166408.025

West Berkshire District Council
None

N/A

N/A

Underbridge -road
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Insufficient information available

Significance value:

Unknown architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

Comp List

Alan Baxter

GWML Route Structures Gazetteer / April 2012 / Underbridge BHL 4731

BHL - West Berkshire District Council



Structure Number:

Easting:
Northing:

LPA:
Designation:

List Entry Number:

Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

Major alteration phase(s):

Description of structure:

Assessment of significance:

Summary Statement:

BHL 4809
Brimpton Road Overbridge

455105.982
166332.841

West Berkshire District Council

None
N/A
N/A

Overbridge - road

Beam

Red brick

Concrete

Berks & Hants Railway (1845 - Dec

1847)

post 1947

Originally a red brick bridge but rebuilt with concrete (?) deck. Original abutments probably survive.

Significance value:

Minimal architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

Comp List

Alan Baxter

GWML Route Structures Gazetteer / April 2012 / Brimpton Road Overbridge BHL 4809

BHL - West Berkshire District Council



Structure Number:

Underbridge
Easting:
Northing:

LPA:

Designation:

List Entry Number:
Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

Major alteration phase(s):

Description of structure:

Assessment of significance:

Summary Statement:

BHL 4809

453834
166493

West Berkshire District Council
None

N/A

N/A

Underbridge - river
Beam

Concrete

Red brick

Unknown
Post-1900

Steel beam bridge on brick abutments from a previous bridge.

Significance value:

Minimal architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

NR inspection report

Alan Baxter

GWML Route Structures Gazetteer / April 2012 / Underbridge BHL 4809

BHL - West Berkshire District Council



Structure Number:

BHL 4873

Colthrop Lane Footbridge

Easting:
Northing:

LPA:
Designation:

List Entry Number:

Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

Major alteration phase(s):

Description of structure:

Assessment of significance:

Summary Statement:

453825.297
166493.695

West Berkshire District Council
None

N/A

N/A

Footbridge
Truss
Steel

Post-1941

Post-1941 steel footbridge. Detracts from the setting of the late 19th century, standard GWR style,

Colthrop Lane crossing box

Significance value:

Minimal architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

Comp List

Alan Baxter

GWML Route Structures Gazetteer / April 2012 / Colthrop Lane Footbridge BHL 4873

BHL - West Berkshire District Council



Structure Number: BHL 4874
Colthrop Lane Signal Box

Easting: 453797
Northing: 166500

LPA: West Berkshire District Council
Designation: None

List Entry Number: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A
Structure Type: Other
Design Type: Other

1st Material: Red brick
2nd Material: Timber
Construction date: ¢. 1900-1920

Major alteration phase(s):  None

Description of structure:

A standard GWR signal box, in red brick with replacement double-galzed windows and a hipped slate
roof. This type was built c. 1900-1920

Assessment of significance:

This appears to be the last remaining GWR-designed signal box on the routes affected by the GWML
Electrification Project in England. However, its appearance has been changed by replacement
windows of different pattern. It is also a standard GWR design and dozens still survive across the
country. It is therefore not unusual at a national level and so is of low architectural and historic
interest (and no archaeological and aesthetic interest).

Summary Statement:

A standard GWR signal box, in red brick with replacement windows and a hipped slate roof. Although
it appears to be the last remaining GWR-designed signal box on the routes affected by the GWML
Electrification Project in England, it has been altered and is a standard GWR design of which dozens
still survive across the country. Therefore, it is of low architectural and historic interest (and no
archaeological and aesthetic interest).

Significance value:

Low architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:
GWML EIA TMS; Vaughan

AlanBaxter GWML Route Structures Gazetteer / April 2012 / Colthrop Lane Signal Box BHL 4874

BHL - West Berkshire District Council



Structure Number:

Footbridge
Easting:
Northing:

LPA:
Designation:
List Entry Number:

Date of Designation:

Structure Type:
Design Type:
1st Material:
2nd Material:

Construction date:

Major alteration phase(s):

Description of structure:

Assessment of significance:

Summary Statement:

Modern steel footbridge.

Significance value:

Minimal architectural and historic interest; no archaeological or artistic interest.

Sources:

Comp List

Alan Baxter

BHL 4910

45348