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Tj\.l,~il0RTH, BOLEBRIDGE STREET. "BLUE ALWVIUW , layer 

Althou':;h the de )osi t is loosely described as alluvium, very little is known 

about ito urovenanoe and a~o, exoept that the deposit appears to be post

medieval in date. It is a rather sandy material with a certain amount of olay 

a.s mi''iht be expected of n \Tater-borne deposit, and the sam-ple was collected 

by spadE'! from th.e bottom of a hole rather fhan from a section, due to the usual 

limitations of urban archaeology. 

The biolo.c;ical rerna.ins are mainly seeds. Pollen ~lalysis -';fa.S not undertaken on 

this material, and there were feli' other ma~roscopic remains apart from fish bone I 

some mollusoa that 'fere too fra:;tnentary for identification, some remains of 

ostracods and :1. very felT beetle remains "Thicll haV'3 not been identified. 

The seed list has Geen drmm up in alphabetical order of scientific names, ~'Tith 

the gener~l habitat of each plant indicated in one of t l~ee basic ~roups 

there are 'feeds, u'lich are plants 1'T11ich grO\f on disturbed. Ground such as nrab1e 

land becCluse they do not compete ITe1 1 in clooeel stand.s of ve''5otation. The 

~'Ta~(3icte ,~roup of nlants do have a cO;;lpetitivo nuili ty and 'fould. be founcl in 

Sll.ch p laces as roadsides and hed~e banks mmmdn..ys. In -the uast t hey 1'Tt)ll.ld 

urooably have been import:1J1t meadm·, plnnts, to,;ethl)r i'lith ;'Jl'asses ,·rhich do not 

aT)-pear in this list bec3.use their seeds d o n ot ureserve very 1re l l. The plilnts 

"Thich .jrmr in damp places vary bet,.,een ones I'Thich are found on damp ~round, 

1 ike Ro:r:ippa o.n~l t hose ~,hich .'jrow in stand in.c; or flO\'Tin~ ,-rater liko the .I3atrachian 

ltanuncul1Js. Thl3 uide range of habitats r epresented ':Jy t he plants identified 

from t ~lis materi~l shaHS that it is 'JI'llikely to have come from a sinljlo area, 

for there are ca1cicoles and CD.lcif~'3s ::to He l l as "Teeds , I'Tayside and ''Tat er plants 

It is hn..rLl to tell hal\" larl;e an ::trea ~TO u ldiJe nce<lecl to provide such habitats, 

but a stretch of riv'3r crith some ITltJado\Ts a nd som0 :1.r3.:.>le l.:md Houl a. probably hc 

sufficient. j·lost of the v lanis f ound here ':Tould not 0'.1 uncv.necter. in tile 

appropri :).te p1.'1.C83 rO'Jml Tol.!!l1·Tor t :t today, a l thou::;h '\r;r o s tomma .c~i tha~~ (corn 

Goe :le) h::l.;) not b?en recorded in ;:1!'.'Tick:Jhire for a flua.:rte r of a century ill though 

i t~, GC0<ls fre'~uen !, ly occur in archa'!?cn lo,~ic~l mn..terial s llm/in,3' its former 
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T:w o tl~er pl:'l.nts r1. re of int or'3 st I Imlva nOI ,:lccta. (r:~r~rf maHon) not being 

recorclc,l :).c a sub-fossil in tile Il i3 t ory of "the Jri ti~h Flora al thol.l .:rh there seems 

to be lit I; le room for (L·) U:.> t i n t he identification. Th i s plant has only sparsely 

bee~l recorded n.roWln rr~m~'Torth, as it> l·lontia font~n~ (blinks) aocording to 

the Com1)lJtcr-~...!i..Xl~ of '!hr~rickshire ,.hich covers the countr,Y to tile south 

o f T~r.\1rorth. 

Thi s scell l i 3t h~s m~ny sL;lilari t ies to those obt:1.ined from some other 

archlloolor;ical matlJrial such as fl oor layers from -places like Hen Dornen, a 

motte and "oailey castle, and a Viki n;; 8i t e in York, bO 'ch caoes c·rhere plant 

m~teri ·:1.l hall nn"f)arently "oeon €athered from a r.::l.~9 of -::>laces and eventually 

oec::u11'3 incor"!1or2.ted into f l oor la~rers ~·rliJ.ic 11 \·rore preserved. Thc!'e a.re other 

nOG .-: i h lt..? si~s of hum:\n acti1fity S Il Cll as t:le rem~ins of chn..rred Grain 1Thich 

": tore t oo noorly nrcservec;. f or ifientification, ;J..nJ in tho .1."p:!lle/ncar, raspberry 

blackberry c.nd elder seeds, :"1.11 of ".T ~Li cl1 r cnre30nt pO'tentb.l food, a.lth'lUf1h 

not necessarily so. 

It ~ " J1li. t:!arcfore seem that this ":..lluvium" is no-t entirely "n~tural" in conten 

Sam') o:~ t ile :plan ;. remains could hrwe coma from normal riv~r action, :p~rticularly 1 

tho :1 e "pI2..nts i'Thich occur n .1.t l)r41.lly a.1on,?; river banks. SOi:10 of the otller remains I 

point to humall ,':'-ctiv ities ~lti ol),rrh this m'lterial could have been sortod and 

re~e~03ited by river ~ction. 

Th,:' d"1.ti!'l'; eviclenc0 i::; no~ very lear. bllt there seems to be value in studyin,rs 

re::I;'.ins ~Trlich seem to b'3 post-medioval, such a.s these, ac .rell as ea.rlier 

:Ja."teri<1l. T.'.r.ll-TOrth seems to be a very ~)romisin,:, sito for the chanco of o-otainin 

•proeervod or.,!C'..21ic ma.te:da1 of n. r~n' .:e of Co ;eo, and in T):1.rticl.l.lo.r the .3a.xon 

!;l :. tori::l.l l·rhich would fill F.1. l~rr>;e';;">n in 0 1)11 kno". ;led:~o of tho l)l.1.nt and animal 

lila of tha.t tir:te. 

IJ'l.. ' ~."I)'Jl·~', J • . \.., IInN~:os , J .(L, ::tn r1 : /e'ld.ett, R.C. (1971) •.\ Computer-mn.-oped Flora. 

:·~ _~t_'J51L of the ~)o :mtl.....2.f hrlfic:':shJ:..!,£ ( ;ir:tlin..'~h'''.m _: ,1.tlJral l:ir.:tory 30oioty) 

!l.c:1demic Preos, Lonc..on. 

' lo' -rin, ·;ir H. (1}75). '1..'ho IIi3to~of the l1ritir,h lillora (2nti .!!d.) Ct'Jnbrlildge. 
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TAIUORTH, BOL1l:DRIDGE STnZET. 3{o."ED LI3T FIlOJ.! BWE ALLUVIm.! 

Agrost~a eithago L. (corn cockle) 

·1 
Atrip1ex sp. (oraohe) 

Ballota. ni,5!'a. L. (blaok hore hound) 

ih 
Carex 81). inde"t. ( sed~e ) 

Cilenopodium :Jlurale L. (nettle-lea.ved 
goosefoot ) 

Chenopodium rUbrum/Rlaucum (goosefoot) 

Conium maoulatum L. (hemlock) 

Corylus avellana L. (hazel) 

Eleocharis uni~lum;s!palustris (spike-rush) 


Galeonsis sp. (IIer:lp-nettle) 


Lnr:lium cf. purnureum L. (red dead-nettle) 


!.lnlus!PyrU8 (apple or pear) 


{.lalva nEH;lectn. ifallr. (d•.rarf mallou) 


I· ontia fontana L. (blinl~s )mt 

? Papaver rhoea.s L. (field popny)
Ly 

2 

14 

6 

15 

2 

32 

1 

c::1 

3 

1 

8 

1 

9 

=1 

=1 

10 

Pol;y:"Sol'!um minu.s IIuds. 	 1 

Polyt,;onum !TIi te 3chrank 	 1 

Pteridium aguilinum L. (bracken) 	 frond 

Ib.nl~ullJs of. ncris L. (m13aclo T·r buttercup) 	 5 

• 	 Ranuncu lu~ sub~cnu3 ~atrachium (water I 
orO~ T foot ) 

lhnunclJllJ~ fl?.i1mula L. (losser ~lpe:!.I""-rort) 1 

. ~anunclJl!Js repen3/ bulbosus (Juttercup ) 6 

n~n1Jnculu::; ? s<J.rdous Crantz (hairy b1Jt t ercup) 1 

(celery le~ved 11 
cro~'T foot ) 

:~oseda l1lteol;). L. (~.,elcl) 1 

Rorippn 	en. (yallow-cros~ ) 

6 

weed 


weed 


wayside 


damp places 


"reed 


1-reed 


l{ayside 


other

danp places 


l·reed 

'feed 

other 


uQ.jrside 


daml' placeo 

iT'3ed 

1·re01 


damp 'Plaoes 


lamp places 

damp pla.ces 

fra.1ments wayside 

,·myside 

dau:p places • 

damp plaoes 


;rn.yside 


1tT':J..ys ide 

damp -pl.:1ces 

lTeed , former cultiv.:1r, 
citlcicole. 

damp nl::l.ces 
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S''.mblJC1l::; ni,<;ra L. (elder) 299 

,20l.-l.llUr.l nir;rull! L . (black nir>;htGhndc- ) 19 

30nchus as-oer (L.) Hill (spiny sO~of-thistle) 1 

Sonchus oleraceus L. ( sow-t histle ) 9 

~tell~ria cf. medin L. (chiokweed) 8 

Urtica dioica L. (nettle ) 33 

Urtic~ u~ens L. ( stin~in. ~ nettle) 14 

(violet) 1 

,..Tayside 

Hayside, ca1cifuge 

wayside 

1Tayside 

"reed 

l-leed 

~'Tayside 

"\"Teed 

'\>Teed 

I 
I • 

• 


