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It(~6r'l; on tho a_da recovered from the site of the desertecl medieval 

V':i.i1:aga at West Whelpington, NorthWilberland. 

J. Greig. 



lfEST llHELPlllGTON 41/8N/17/l911 

The small number of seeds recovered from this sample are listed in 

alphabetical orc.er; the plants from which they oame belong to tl'TO main 

vegetation types--- 'weeds of disturbed ground, espeoially thone found 

onaoid, sometimes damp soils, and on high ground, and secondly plall'l;s 

usuAlly associated with stream sides and damp meadows. 

The l'reed. flora inoludes rather catholic plants like Atriplex (orache), 

Rumex (dock) and Urtioa (nettle), togcthcr 1fith plants that are more 

speoifio in their habitat requirements like Potent ilIa (tormentil) whioh 

is oommon on aoid upland soils. All of these plants lIould be expeoted around 

the site today, espeoially on the spoil tips. The1'e arc also suoh plants as 

1=ous (rush) and Isolepis (bristle scirpu.s) 'rhich HOllld not beuncxpeoted 

::;ro;rinr; in dam") parts of the site. 

":hc lTaterside flora includos n. tZr01JP of Oar·3Y.: (seclge ) species ancl other 

j)lants like the tiny ;"ontia (blL,':s) anel Ranunculus subg. Batrachium 

(,rater cr01rfoot) 11hich only gr01·, in or very near 1,rater. Such r>lants 1'Tould 

not be expeoted to be found grouing in the immediate vioini to' of the site 

unless there Has a Village pond on the hull ---- otheruise they uould represent 

vegetation that had been brought in, perhalls from along the banks of the 

',ransbeck. It appears from experience in other organic deposits in 

archaeological sites that it uas oommon practic.e to bring in lraterside plant 

matter, perhaps for roofing, flooring, or bedding material. 

mhe context in '1hich this m9.terial ,ras found was very shall 011 , but it ar>peared· 
", 

to be Hell sealed an(l safe from th" risk of contamlnation from rodent nests 

etc. The prese'cvation 0;11 the seeels 1Tas qUite'good, perh"I's du.e to the 

J .R •. \.. Grci{~ 23rd June 1976 
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Ilent .. lIle 1 u.in<;ton 47 /8N/17 /1911 

MACROFOSSILS 

Atriplex sp. (orache) 

Carex cf. acutiformis ~hrh. (lesser pond sed<;e) 

~arex cf, disticha Huds. 

Carex cf. flacca Schreb. 
" 
.Q~ indet. 

(bro>m sedge) 

(glaucous sedge) 

Qaleopsis sp. (hemp-nettle) 

Isole"is setacea (L.) ~ .Br. (bristle scil'pus) 

!Iunous sp. (rush) 

(blinks) 

Potentilla erecta (L.) RaUsch (commmn tormentil) 

3 seeds 

1 nu.t 

I nut 

3 nuts 

2 nuts 

2 nu.tlets 

1 nut 

3 seeds 

3 seeds 

2 seeds 

common weed 

ponds, wet meado~ 
I 

fens, marshes etcl, 

ubiquitous 

,·reed of arable 

damp meadows 

wet flushed, 

acid soils, uplands 

l1anunculus subgenus l3atrachiium (DC.) A. Gray (water orowfoot) I achene stre 

Rubus fru.ticosus aeR;. L. 

Rumex cf. obtusifolius L. 

Rumex indet. 

3tellaria media (L.) ViII. 

UrtioB. urens L. 

(bramble) 

(broad-leaved dock) 

(chickweed) 

(stingin<; nettle) 

(small nettle) 

2 seeds ubiquitous 

2 perianths disturbed ground 

54 fr 

4 seeds ubiquitous 

36 aohenes ubiquitous weed, 

3 aohenes "Ieed 


