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Ki<:Y lo'Ui< 'l'Hi~ IDi<:N'l' U' lCA'l' luN 01'' SUB-l<'uSSlL SP lDi>:H hEMAlNS 

Introduction 

Coleoptera and other' insect Pemains !lave been comwonly 

detected from watePlop;p:ed deposits including those 

associated with aPchaeolop:ical features, and their ident

ification and analysis is now a well established discipline. 

Remains of spider's have also been encountered in such 

deposits, IJ•Jt hitllePto, study of them has been limited 

to the more obviously identifiable taxa. 

This key has been pPoduced in ordeP to ~facilitate 

recognition of disarticulated remains and only those 

parts of the exosKeleton likely to be pPesePved are 

dealt with. It is anticipated that as the key is 

used, otlleP featur>es will be noted, and a more comprehensive 

identil'icaticn Key can then be undertaken. Meanwhile, 

this prcllminaPy aid f'or recognition sho·cJlcl. prove useful 

at least in establishing the family, and possibly, genus 

of tlle spider sclerite. Specific identification can 

only be achieved by direct comparison with modern comparat

ive refePence specimens, and although species characters 

are given here fop certain genera, the key is not designed 

for identification at this level. 

The L~r1iphiidae will form the basis of a separate 

identification key. 



at rest. 

A t,ypuo affinis l~ichwalti 

Length: f. c 1 2mm. m. ell -- ')nun. 

Carapace: trapezoid, 1'ider at front, (fig. 1a), greenish brovm becoming yellow 

\Vhen preserved. 

gyes: 8, (fig. 1b.) 

Chelieerae: In adults 10 -- 1), cmuo.lly 11 teeth on inner and small tooth on outer 

margin (fig. 1c). 

J!:cology 

b'orrns eig-ht inch burro\·IS usually in herba{Se, especially in heather in sandy 

places or chalky or frieJJle soils Hhich do not become Haterlogged. Banks Hith a 

southerly aspect "rc pceferred. 

Dis tri.butior. 

IIerts., Cd.f<lb_t·idg'f), l·~o:;r::x:, i''j.ddlc:sc:x, Kent, Sussex, Sur1..·ey, Hantsa, Dorset, 

Dornun'>et, Corrn1t-dl, Fe:lJbroke, Clarr:or{-·;an, Offaly, Channel Islar1ds, Isle of Y-/ight, 

i)c i 11 j f;S awl Lw1dy. Tr1 j·>uropt_: Deruoark to Algeria and eastwards to Hungary. 

F'ousi l record 
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J.J.r·;~;..:Ll vi. ow u ~· ,~_;.J, ·ar.:ace 
and chelicerae 

~ 
b. position of ales 

male 

d, anterior view 

female 

c. chelicerae showing teeth on innei" m1•l'[Tin 
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ERESIDAE 

( 1 species) 

Ereeidae, together with the Dyctinidae and Uloboridae make up the 

Cribellates or Lace-web spiders. There is only one British species. 

Eresus niger Petagna 

Length: c8mm. 

Carapace: wide in front (as in Salticidae), with head convex, (fig. 2a), velvety 

black with scarlet at edges. 

Eyes: 8, (fig 2a), narrow clypeua with a projection between the Chelicerae. 

Chelicerae: Robust, no teeth or ridge on inner margin, outer margin angled 

apioally with a tooth and scapula (fig. 26). 

Ecology 

Female burrows into ground. Generally southern, coastal heathery slopes. 

Distribution 

In Britain, 6 males and 1 female found between 1816 and 1906 in Parley Heath 

(Dorset), Bournemouth and Poole. 

Fossil record 
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a., dorsal view of narupa.oe 

b, anterior view of 
carapace and chelicel'a.e 
ah:Jwing position of eye,; 



DICTYNIDAE 

( 16 species) 

Characters of genus 

Carapace: Elevated in front. Thorax has foltea 

6 genera separated on size, leg, eyes (fig. 3, c-f) and clippers clmractera 

Large spiders (5-14mm) ••........•...........•..... , •..........•• ,.... Cinflio 

Tibia: f. 1, 11, 111 with spines, m. 111 with single spine .......... Altella 

Clypeus wider than twice diameter of anterior median eyes (fig 3,) Dictyna 

Clypeus narrow, anterior median smaller than anterior lateral (fig 3d) Lathya 

Clypeus narrow, trapegoid of median eyes wider at back (fig 3f) Ars:enna 

Clypeus narrowt eyes widely spaced, median trapegoid equal (fig 3~) Protadia 
---~-

Cinflio species similar in appearance, separated on palpal tibia. 

c. fenestralis (stroem) more common in north, 

C. similis Blackwall (fig. 3, a and b) & C. ferox (Walckenaer) 

commoner in South. F'ound under trees, gorze, stones, ,;alls, windows. 

Dictyna The eight species are divided into t,;o species groups based upon the 

species groups based upon the carapace colour and shape of the male 

Chelicerae. (See fig 3, g. and h.). 

Group I: D.arundinacea (L. ), pusilla Thor., Ma,jor Menge, uncinata Thor. and 

latens (Fabr. ). M. separated on palp characters. f. difficult to separate and 

there is much interspecific variation. 

Group 11: D.puella S.m., flavescens (Walck.) and viridissima (Walck.). 

These have a roH of semicircular light patches on the posterior part of each 

margin. l1ale Chelicerae have swelling at base. N. separated on shape of ridges 

on Chelicerae, f. upon position of anterior eyes. 

Lathys T,;o species separated on size, colour and m. palp differences. Both 

round only in the South. 
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Arg~nnu sulmig;ra (O.P.Cwnr,ridge). [dentified on eye position (fig. )f.) 

Protadia patula (:o.imon) " II II " II Jt. 

Al tella lucida 

Eyes: Ant. sub-eontiguous, post.med. close to lats, 1m. found in house in 

Herts. 



a. and b. 
Ginflio similis 

c. - f. 

a erangHiilGnt o-f eyes 

g. and h. 

rcnte,·ior viewc of lJ;jrct,ynn 
c:-J.r;~paces .. 

a. 
dor:sal view of oephalothorax 

0 

~ 0 

0 0 
0 () 

------c. DietY!!! 

oo 
()0 

a a 
oo 

e. Protadia 

c. p_ictyna B-l'Undinucea 

7. 

b, anterior view 

d. Lathx;za 

0 0 0 ~ 
oooo --

f. Arganna 

h. D.uuella 



ULOllORIDAE 

( 2 sp<·c.ies) 

Family characters 

Carapace: (fig 4a, c) 

Eyes: B, dark 

Chelicerae: Hobust, parallel sided. 

Uloborus walckenaerius Latreille 

Length: f.3.5-6rnrn. m.3-4rnrn. 

Carapace: Brown with median and lateral bands covered in white hairs. (fig ) 

Eyes: fig 4a, b. 

Sternum: Dark brown. 

Ecology 

Heather. 

Distribution 

Southern counties including Devon and New Forest. 

Hyptiotes paradoxus (C.L.Koch) 

Length: f.5-6mm. m. c4rnrn. 

Carapace: (fig. 4c). Ginger to dark brown with dark/black markings. 

Eyes: fig. 4c. 

~lcolog;y 

Often yew or box trees and other conifers. 

Distribution 

New Forest, Hampshire, Surrey, and Glengariff, Cork. Old record from 

Lake District. 
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T1 1igure 4 

~ -J ~-)n,.lHlDAi•; 

a. dorsal viow CJf Uloborus b, anterior view of 
Uloborus 

o, dorsal view of llyptioto~> 
paradoxus (male) 



OONUPIDAE 

( ~) r;pecies) 

Oonopi.dae are r;rnall 1 pate colnured npiders. J.Pive opeciou occur in Britain 

today, but only two are concidcred native, the others are esLablish<~d in hot 

houses. 

Characters of 1!1amily 

Carapace: smooth, no thoracic fovea, narrowed in front. 

],'yes: 6 except in introduced Di.blemma, e;rouped together. 

Native Species 

Oonops pulcher Templeton and O.dornesticus de Dalmas 

Length: 1.5-2mrn. 

Carapace: Pink to brick red. 

Eyes: 6, (fig. 5a) 

Species separated on palp and tibia features. 

Ecology pulcher: under stones, matted vegetation, leaves, moss and birds nests. 

domesticus: Merionith, England S. to J,ancs, Argyll. 

Introduced sp8cies 

Ischnothyreus velox Jackson 

Carapace: yellow brown, granular surface. 

I·~yes: (!t'ig. )c) 

Occurrence; Hot houses at Kew, Chester and Alnwick. 

1Priaeris stenaspis Simon 

Carapace: redcler than I. vel ox 

Eyes: (fig. 5b) 

Sternum: (fig. 5f) 

Occurrence: Hot houses at Dublin and, once at Penrith. 

1 o. 



lliblemma doniathorpei O.P.Cambridgo 

Carapace: yell0\1 1 flatter tkm Oonops, hm curved rows of bristles on 

tubercules. 

gyes: 2, (fig. ')d) 

Sternum: (fig. ')g) 

Occurrence: Under flower pots at Kew. 

·.1'1 



Ot)nopi<ian 

a. b. 

o. d. 

f. g. 

eye arrc.nge,,ents 1 
a. ponopa 
b. 'rriaeris 
c. Ischnothyreus 
d. Diblemma 

I 

anterior view 
e. Oonops 

ventral view of ste1~um1 
~. Triaerb stenn.sp:kS. 

o. 

~· 't):iblemma donisthorpei 



(6 opeelou) 

r1•~w thJ'~HJ i.<,'Onera. :.J.J't: ;~;;parai..cd un th•3 liOsitionl:) of the fJix eyes (f.ig'S. 6a-c). 

Charac teru of 1•1UJUily, 

Carapace: smooth with no thol'acLc fovea. 

Eyes: 6 

.Dysdera erythrina (Walckenear) and T!.<:roacta C. f,.Koch 

Length: 8-15mm. 

Carapace: Red. (fig. 6e) 

Eyes: 6, (fig. 6a, d) 

Chelicerae: strong, projecting in front, basal segment with teeth, usually 

3, fang very long. 

Sternum: Connected to carapace with long, chitinous strips. Species separated 

on leg, genital ru1d palp characters. 

T~cology 

Harm places (e.g. sun Harllled stones, rubbish dumps) under stones, on sandy 

or chalky soils. Prey on Hoodllce. 

llis1;ribution 

W.ldespread. lJ. er,yt\lrina not found north of Lanes. 

Harpactea hombergi (c;copol i) 

Length: f. 6-7rnm. m. 5-Gmm. 

Carapace: dark broHn, narro\'ling more anteriorly than preceding. 

Eyes: Six (fig. 6b) 

Chelicerae: O.m. 2 teeth, i.m. 2-3 teeth, very long fang. 

r~cology 

Under bark, stones, matted vegetation, often in woods. 

:Distribution 

Widespread. 

13. 



------------------------------------------------------------

Seg-estria senocu1utn (l.itmaeur::), bavar.ica C.L.Koch, f1orentina (Hassi) 

IJength: '{-??mm 

Carapace: (fig. Cg) 

Eyes: Six, (fjt_:;, be) 

Sternum: Nlonr;utatud, attentuated in front. 

Chelicerae: 'l'Ho rO\·IS of teeth, outer: 3 teeth, central being largest, 

irmer rO\;: h1o teeth. 

~noculata (Lirmaeus) 

Length: 7-1 Ornm 

Occurrence: vlidespread, walls, stones, bark. 

S.bavarica C.L.Koch 

Leng-th: 1 0-12nun 

Chelicerae: Polished black or bro1m. 

Occu=ence: Hare on Hainland, ?Berks & Dorset, Cornwall, Scilly, Lundy and 

Channel Islands. 

S.florentina (Rossi) 

Length: 13-22mm 

Chelicerae: Green sheen (sometimes bronze in m.) 

Occurrenc;o: Hare, almost always near or at a sea port. 

(Exeter, Plyrno•"th, Bristol, Westminster, Bridport, Fowey). Only established 

in southern to11ns near the sea, therefore?imported species. 

Harpactea hombergi. 

Peat associated with a Bronze Age trackway, (Girling 1976). 

14. 



b. 

c. 

eye arrangements 1 

a • .:!?Ysdora 
b. Harpaete:J, 
c. SC:fGstria 

anterior view 
d. p,ysdera 

dorsal vim·/ 
0. nysd;:>ra crr.)t;(_', ta 
g. ~n.o·t3st.ri0- sunocul-~-ttc.. 

steJ·num: 
f. 

iigure 6. 

DYSD:~::tiDAr; 

e. 

g. 

f. 



SGY'!'ODlDAJ.: 

(1 species) 

'l'he fipitting flpidcr. In Ilri tain, the Scytodidae and Pholci.dae are confined 

to houses and collars, but tlwy are found away from houses in warm"r countries. 

Scytocles thoraci.ca Latrielle 

Length: 5-6rrun 

Carapace: no thoracic forea, elevated behind (fig. 7a) 

Eyes: Six, (fig. ?b) 

Sternum; Pale with black mark by each leg, fused to labium (fig. ?c) 

Chelicerae: Short fang, chitinous laminae (fig. 7d) 

Ecology 

In houses on walls. 

Distrilmtion 

11ai·e, counties bordering South Coast, Dorset, Wilts, Sussex, Kent, Oxford, 

!!ants, Somerset, Clones., Berks, London, Cambs. Isle of Wight. 

16. 



a. dorsal viaw of 
carapac _, 

'Pigure 7. 

c. sternum 

d, chelicera 



PJ!OLCIDAE 

(2 species) 

Pholcus pha.lw1f:;:iodes (Puenslin) 

Length: 8- ·1 O~>nn 

Carapace: narro>red in front, pale yellow with brown markings in region of forea, 

covered with fine hairs. 

Eyes: Six (but eight in some foreign species), small medians almost touching, 

widely spaced from medians, (figs. Sa) 

Chelicerae: Large tooth at margin, also, 2 tooth like prominences in m., (fig. Bb). 

Ecology 

Walls in houses. 

Distribution 

Bristow (195fl) states that the southern range coincides with the limit of the 

th f th l t t f 5ooF. sou ern or e mean annua. empera ,ure o North of this, it is confined 

to cellars ~there temperatures vary li tt.le. Suggest that the absence of extremes 

of temperature det,.:·nnines the survival of pholcus. 

Physocyc:lun simoni Berland 

Length: 2-2. 5rmn 

Carapace: yellow brown, head sharply divided from thorax 

E~es: 8, similar to Pholcus, but with median almost touching laterals 

Chelicerae: Large tooth at margin, in addition, tooth in front in m. (fig. Be) 

Ecology 

Walls in houses. 

Distribution 

E:xclusively in dry vtine cellars, ? import from France. 

18. 



F'igure 6, 

b. male chelicera of P. phalangioides 

c, male clJelicera of Physocyclus simoni 

19. 



GNAPHOf~ I DAi~ 

'Phvst~ HVl;furnaJ Bpidurs includ<.~ the dvmesti c: 1l"louse-upiderf. 

Carapace: llroad ot· attentuated in fcont. 

gyes: Two rm·m, JJosterior medians often .irregular - oval or triangular. 

Chelicerae: Vertical and toothed. 

Six genera separated by following characters 

Chelicerae with serrated ridge on i.m. ··••••••••••••••••••····• Gnaphosa 

Chelicerae with tooth/teeth, but no ridge on i.m. 

posterior ro1; of eyes procurved or straight 

Carapace with no fovea, clothed in squamiform hairs •••.••••.... l1icaria 

- Carapace with fovea, larger 
Ant. median eyes larger than laterals •••••••••••••••••••••••••• Herpyllus 

- Ant. medians not larger, usually smaller than laterals 

Both rm/S of eyes nearly straight, sternum long, narrow •••••.•• Phaeocedus 

- Ant, row of eyes procurved, sternum oval 

Post. row of ey0s (nearly) straight, sc'arcely longer than 

ant,, carapace attenuated in strong, most spp. black •••••••••• Zelotes 

Post. ro;J pro curved, 1 anger than anterior, carapace broad, not 

attenuated. , ... , ..............•. , ... , .. , . , , ..... , •• , .••••.••..• Dra.ssodes 

Drassodes (figs. toa-J) 

fiix speeies fall into two ,c>;roups on tibia and truchanter. 

Characters. In D.laoidosus (Yialckanaer), 

Chelicerae teeth vary (figs. Oc,d,e.) 

Herpyllus (:3cotophoeus) blach1all: ('rhorell). (fig. 8g) 

vii de spread species nonnally found in houses and out houses. 

Phaecedus braccatus (I,. Koch) 

!:are southern species, in leaves, under stones. 
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Zetotes 

Nine British speci0s identi ficod by genitalia, tibia, palps and colour. Usually 

fOtmd in coasta 1 and chalky areas. 

Gnaphosa. 

The three British species are separated on tibia characters. 

Micaria 

Eye arrangement (figs. Uh,i) combined with abdomen, palp and tibia features 

used to divide the three species 



Figure I). 

c. D .l.'ipidmws 

0· 0 ~0 

i. V.rJc:intill ·llf; 

22. 

e.D.lupidus 
~upre':!!'!. 

,,,._ 

(anterior) 

d. D,lapidosus var, 
macer 

g.Scoto-ph 10US 

bi£n.ckwnlli 



GLUl<ONJDAJ<i 

rrlll:uu spide1·c ut:runf:).y t·~:u~:wble Lh': Gnaphooida,u, from whit...:ll thvy are 

~wpa.r:u.ted 011 arrang1neol; ol' Lhc auL~;L'ior t.ipinnurs. Genera, CJubonJu and 

Ghuira ca.nthium, ll..t;T\J~ea., A,·~r;u.:ciua, ~.)l.utina, Liocranurn, Zora; <.Lild Pbrurolithus. 

(fig. 10). 

'!'he mal]J pidps are irnpurtant in identifying these spiders and separating 

them from Gnaphosidae. Identification of fossil remains which are unlikely to 

include palps is like1y to be difficult, if not impossible, therefore little 

attention is devoted to them in this key. 

23. 



--~--~----------------------------

(1 specieu) 

Anyphaena accentuata (Wa1ckenaer) 

Length: f.4.'-;-'/.'5wrn. w./i-G.'Jnun. 

Carapace: (fi_g.11) Cream or light brown with grey, brown or black markings 

dark forms also. 

Eyes: 8, (fig.11) 

Sternwu: Colour variable, brown, darker towards margins. 

Chelicerae: Robust, in tn. streaked with bra.m, outer margin 3 teeth, inner 

margin 6; basal 3 close and smaller. 

geology 

rrrees and busheo, eGpecially oaks a:nd conifers. Found on leaves where they 

feed on flies and leaf hoppers. 

Distribution 

All over British Isles. 

24. 



l\nY~'Jlln.ona ;-:.ccontuata 

0 
0 0 

anterior view 
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SPAHASSIDAE 

t•Iicronunuta, together Hj_t}J :rhun~.isidac species, wake up t.lw Crab Spiders 

because of the eurvatur•J of the legs an<l their si<leways gait. 

Hicrommata virescens (Clerck) 

Length: f. c12ulm., m. cemm. 

Carapace: longer thall broad, narrowed in front. Females and young wales are 

bright gTet:n, male yellowish-green (with scarlet rings on abdomen). 

Eyes: 8, anterior row recurved, posterior row procurved. (fig. 12) 

Chelicerae: I.m. 2 large and 1 small tooth, well defined chelicera! scapula. 

Ecology 

Herbage, bushes and young trees. Especially on Molinia caerulea - purple 

moor-g-rass. 

Distribution 

!1ore frequent in South, but recorded from Yorkshire and Northumberland. 

Locally distributed. 

26. 



ante:cior vie\'f 
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into tvJU ~;ub--fau1i 1 i v~,; 

JJiiGU\Ilt.:H.i !td.u j 

Philudrundnat;; Lc~~·)i :.tpproxiHJ:Jl(:ly equ; __ d, che:llcl:I'Ut.' w.-itJ1 on~.;: tooth on I.rn. 

1'-lisumeninau gene1:a; 

Pistius; 

Ox,yptila; 

Oiaea; 

HiHwnena; 

Xysticus; 

Lat<Oral oy"'" ''n conical protruberances, figs. 13c, d Isp. 

Lateral eyus on shallow protruberances, Isp. 

Laterals us p.Lotius, f.lod.Oc.'l'rap. longer than broad, clavate 

hairs, fig. l')g, 9 sp. 

Eyes as Ox,yptila, setaeeous hairs. Isp. 

TJaterals ao JlL;tilJ..B, Ned.Oc.rrrap. square or broader than 

long, ant. meds. ·:o in size to ant. lats. some spines on 

carapaet::. Ts!L 

Eyes aB l·'liswnena. except ant. meds. approx [; diameter of ant. 

lats. Ant.meds. closer to lats. than to each other. Many 

spines on carapace figs. 13b, e,j. II spp. 

Pltilodrnminae genera; 

Philodr()[nus; Post eyes Gli(';btly recurved, meds. further apart than from 

lats, fig. 13f. U sp. 

Thann_tur:l; 

Post eyE~n strongly rneurved, meds. noa_-cer than to lats. 

(Jt1igs. 1)a., i), earapoce longer than \Vide 2sp. 

Post eyes strongly recucvod and post. mods. nearer or equidistant 

than to laterals, (fig. 13h) carapace scarcely lon,ser than 

wide. 2sp. 

2fl, 



Plato 1 J. 'l'llOMISIDAi~ 

dor~."-~ l v iot.;: 
,_,. • 

1i'i bo}}Ut> ':iU -'~ ti·.:ilB; • 
b. Xy8Hc7ueura Tf:-T 
c. 'rhorlii.E: un onu;:: t u:~ (f. ) 

ey,:: arr<-:tnee:,wnts 
d. 1 l1 ho'·dr~us ·)nvst~~ (.:1.) 
e. Aystic:us 
f. Oxyptila 
£1. Ph ilodro:nua 

t~~"'ont:~l 'lieli 

;j. & .. £;t1CUfi 

e. 

g. 

29. 
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Jl •._I • ....... -' v ...... l·G 
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' ' . 
I\' ' 

j. 

f. 
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SAL'l'IClllAJ<: 

(32 species) 

The family of jumping spiders have square or rectangular carapaces with fon e 

large, forward-pointing eyes. There are 17 genera ~' eparated on the Hye arrangement: 

Oocular trapezium slightly longer than broad ...•...•.•••...... Synagales 

Occ. trap. slightly broader than long ........................ l1yrmarachne (figs1, 

Occ. trap. much broader than long, lee;s l'lithout spines ....... ~iallicus (fif'S. -1. 

" " " " " " legs vd th spines .......... 

" " " " " " " " " ............ Ael uri llus 

Occ. trap. broader behind than in front ' .................... ~ 

Post. almost ' along eyes 2 way carapace ....................... Bianor 

Post. eyes 4;, way along carapace ............................... Pellenos 

" " " stc rnum narTov.r in front !1arpissa (fig. 1" 

" " " stAri1Um not narrm-.'P.d . . . . • . • . . Hyctia 

" " " " 
" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I~ eon 

Post. eye diameter ant. lat. eyn rl.ia.meter .................. Hisariu~ 

Post. eye diameter less than ant. Jat. diameter .........•.... Evarchue:. 

Carapace very squat .......................................... Attulus 

Carapace less squat ............................................. Sitticus 

" II " ............................................. Euophrys (fig. 1r 

" " 
1t • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Heliophanus .. 

The Key of Locket and Millidge (19')1) is particularly useful for this family. 



Fi,.ure lt' t_-, l • 

a~: S lti ' ·,I CUD SC · • HnJ.eun ( 1n. '; 
' 

c • VYl"uarttG hne 
f--;:':>icnrin · 

stcJ·nWll-· 

o. 



OCYOPIDAE 

(1 species) 

The family is common in the tropics, but there is only one British 

representative. 

Oxyopes heteropthalmus Latrielle 

Length: f. 5-6mm. m.5.5-6.5mm. 

Carapace: (fig. 15a) dark brmm and cream, nonnal and scale like hairs. 

Eyes: B, (fig. 15b) 

Sternum: Brown >1ith longitudinal yello>~ stripe. 

Chelicerae: Conical, tapering. 

Ecoloz.y 

Between flowers, shrubs and particularly heather. 

Distribution 

Sheltered places in Brockenhurst, Lyndhurst and Mark Ash (Ne>~ Forest) and, 

in 1959, found by Hammond in Surrey. 
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LYCOSIDAT" 

( 37 species) 

'rhe wolf spider family includes the notorius Socrth I ta,linn Tarantula. 

Most members of the family are similar in appearance; and species are usually 

separated on the shape and arrangement of the, eyes P.n<l gcni tal ia di.fferences. 

Ant. eyes strongly pre curved • • • • . • • • . . . . • . . . • • • • . . . • • • . • • . • . • Aulonia 

Ant. eyes not strongly preCUl'Ved, head elevated with almost 

" " " " 

" " " " 

" " " 

" " " 

" " " 

verticn.l sidr•s • • . ••• Lycosa (fiv,. 16a, 

" head not elt:vntqd ui tb 

sloping nides •rarentula 

" " 
, carapacE~ da.rk Hi tb no light. bn.nd . . . Arctosa 

, carap8e(-~ i>Jj_ th 1 v·' sha))ed markr:d 

, carapace with median ligbG band 

4. 

Pirata (fig.16e) 

•rrochosa (fig. 16• 



c. 
ch!T; l 

/~-l\ 
~~T·i 
I i\ j 
~~ 

d. 
ntee, io:r 

I ' .. .\ . 



(2 or ? 3 species) 

Family Characters 

PISAURIDAE 

Eyes: 2nd row much shorter than third row. 

Pisaura mirablis (Clerck) 

Length: f. 12-15mm. m. c12mm. 

Carapace: reddish-brown with yellow strilv~. J!'ovPn \1ith radiatilv; strjac. ::;!wlll 

hairs, difficult to see in spirit. 

Ecology 

Long grass, heather, open woods. 

Distribution 

Common, whole of Britain. 

Dolomedes fimbriatus Latrielle 

Length: f. 13-20+mm. m. 9-13mm. 

Carapace: deep brown with two yellow or white bandA near marc;ins. !1arkings are 

partly due to hair colours and are lccc stri.k:inrc in preserved specimens. 

gcoloa 

Swamps, pools and streams. 

Distribution 

Ylidespread in Britain, but local. 

Dolomedes plantarius 

(Specimens fOlmd in Blackwall 1 s collection, but thnsn mieht be foreign. 

D. plantarius has been collected in F:ast AI\f,'l in in 1 ')')(,. lliffnrs from D. fimbriatus 

in poAsess.ing wider cephB.lothorax Hi' th x_•pl_:1-t i V(~l.Y 1JrtrrowPr pn.l8 bFtndo,. Dcfini t.e 

idnnt.ifiea tion ha80d upon shapr~ of _rr:p endue t.i vr nrrrn.nr:. 



AGELINIDAE 

( 24 species) 

'l'he family includes the common house spider, 'Pegenaria. 

Ant. eyes contiguous, post.eyes similar •••••••.••....•.••..... Art,yron~t~ 

Post. eyes in strongly procurved row .......................... :f'_etr i x \ .fi.g~. Hld, e) 

Both rows of eyes procurved •.••••••.••••••..••.•••..•..•.••.•• Age lan<J: 

Both rows not or slightly procurved, front carapace narJ'OVTed •• Tegs:na1:ia 

Carapace front much broader 

Ant. rO'.>/ of eyes strongly procurved (from front) ............... Cr,yp}~~~ 

Ant. row of eyes straight or nearly str-a.ight .•.•••...•.••.•... Cicul'1na ----· 

Ant. med. smaller than others •••••••••••••••••••• # 0 •••• 0 0 ••••• 

" " " " " rruberta 
---~-

Ant. mcds. to or torea.ter than :post. rned .•... , ..•...•. , .•.•.. Anit~.\:.E'-"" 

( f 1 fiE • 1 Ba, ~ 
I;) 

(fir;. We 

Ant. meds. srnal.1er than post. med ............................. l!ahni.a (fie;. 1Bh) 
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(3 species) 

Characters of family 

HIHEIPIDAIC 

Carapace: elevated in middle (fig. 19b) with small circular depression in 

thoracic region. 

Eyes: 8, lats. on eminences, (fig. 19a.) 

Sternum: Longer than ~Tide. 

Chelicera: I,ong, vertical and parallel sides, stridulating ridgeFJ on o. surfa,.e. 

Species: E.Cambridgei Kulczynski, furcata (Villers) and tuberculata (Degeer). 

separated on genetalia. 
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ct. d ;J_·uul vie1·1 o:· ctJ.J':•puce 
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