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A rango of late mediaeval sherds from Sherborne Castle 

wera submitted for petrological analysis. From an initial 

macroscopic examination, followed by Relective thin se~tioning 

an~ heavy mineral separation to allow study under the petrological 

microscope, a number of tentative divisions could be made 

on the basis of the aplastic inclusions present. These are 

listed below following descriptions of tIle sherds. Munsell 

colour charta ~re retared to together with free deseriptive terms. 

Fabric 1 

74-1124, 74-1448(55 & 56), 73-484, 74-1450, 74-1369, 74-1381, 

74-1349, 74-S'70, 74-842, 74-5'19(:16), Tl-(,94(36), 73-715, 

74-1292, 74-1041. 

liard, harsh fabric, surface colour varies from reddish-buff 

to dark grey, with a light to dark grey core. Some shards 

sho,", signs of an "reen gla7.8. Incl,,;;ions of flint 

and ql"lrtz sand are usually clearly visible throughout the 

f[,bric. 

Inclusions of flint (up to 2.5mmo across) are common, together 

with frequent ill-sorted sub angular quartz grains, ranging 

in size from 0.20-1 0 0mm o , and a little limestone. 

A possible sub-group may be 73-707 and 74-1164. The petrology 

is very similar, the only difftJrence being the presence in 
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the latter sherds of large grains of red iron ore, easily 

seen in the hand spaciroen. 

Fabric 1, reprnsentinR the Majority of 'pottery from the 

site, ha~ been grouped tORsther very tentatively on the basis 

of the pre"ence of t;ro cxtrelaely conMon inclusions in much mediaeval 

pottery, flint Rnd frequent (illRrtz ;;r".ins o It i", p",rfectly possible, 

not "to say lil;ely, that carefnl study m<l.y reveal seve.ral 

subdivisions of this pottery by taking careful note of the 

percentages of the m~in constituents pr~sento Hownver, to 

obtain meaningful results such work is best done by incorporating 

the Sherborne pottery in a general review of nadineval flint 

tempered ware from several sites, and as such this lies outside 

the scope of tIle present report. Due to the common nature 

of the inclusions, thorefore, it is not possible to say with 

any degree of assurance whether this pottery, or at least 

50m2 of it, can be regarded as local, though giveQ the large 

qua.ntity involved a fairly local source se:ems likoly, 

70-228, 70-230, 74-1374, 73-357, (7)74-970, 

lIard, fairly rougll sandy fabric, surfaces tend to be light 

r"d (2,5]]1. 6/P,) , with a lightish grey corc, 

)-,etrology 

AOll11nant iac1u910115 of suhangular (lUartz, average size 0 0 20-

.30mm. Also present are frequent fairly w"Jll-rounded light 

brown grains of limonite (altered glauconite)~ and some 
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·collophane. 

Thp presence in sonle nUlqhers of glauconite suggests an 

o:'.'igin in the Gr"",n>;,md twd Gault Beds, of 'which the ne·".rcst 

deposits to Sherhorne lie some six miles to the south. Close 

to these deposits is situated a thirteenth century kiln at 

Hermitage whose products a1'p"ar fairly similar in the hand

specimen to Fabric 2: at Sherborne (Field, 19'66,165-172). Thin 

sectioning of wast. mat"rial from the Hermitage kiln revealed 

a similar rang~ of inclusions to the Sherborne· pottery, 

including the glauconitic grains. A heavy mineral separation 

on samples from Sherb0rnc Yabric 2 and wasters from Hermitage 

hlso displayed points of similarity, noteably in the cOffi?aratively 

high percentage of rutile, contrasting with a separation on 

a sherd from Shftrhorne Fabric 1 (Table). It geeMS quite 

;ikBly, therefore, that Shrrbornc Fabric 2 was made at the 

Her~itage kiln, or at any rat. re~sonaLly clos8 to it. 

P",,,ric 3 

74-1041 and 74-108~. 

Hard, Tough sandy fabric, liGht red (2.5Yl/. 6/6) throughout, 

with traces of dark red (7) paint on the outer surface o 

P"trolof(Y 

1\ sCRtter of subangnlar qURrtz grRins, average size 0·.20- • 

• 30mm, a little flint and limestone and some red iron ore. 
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F.o"bri.c .4 

7-t-il68 , 

Hard fabric, mottle(l olive-greHn gla",,' with", Ir!dt" core, 

l'''trology 

Frequent incluAi~llS of subangular quartz grains, average size 

0,10-,20'11.11 • 

7t-3'J. 

Very hard fabric, olive-green glRz", with a white core and 

inside surfaceo 

Frequetd, ,subar.gular Quart"? grainB, ayp.:CH'i~e' size- Oo4G-1 oOrl!''''lo, 

and a little flint, SiMilar to Fahric 1, 

Two shards from Sherborne Castle (71-342 & 862) from (1) 

jugs, 3.l'pcareo siudlt~r to cert(.tin tYJ)e~ fl'om th') Lavcrstock 

ki Ins tiC ar Sa,1 i sbury (Hus ty ~ AJ v,llr Rnd I;,,,,, nc" , 1 ')6')). Thin 

sectioning of the Sherborne sherds revealed frequent subangulRr 

quartz grains, average size 0 0 20-.30r:1m, Mid flecks of mica. 

This Rzrees quite well with thin sectioning of sherds from 

(?) jugs from th .. LRverstock kilns, Rnd the Sherborne samples 

may well hRve come from ther~, though this cRnnot as yet be 

concluRively demonstrftterl. Heavy mineral analysis might offer 

a further means of characterizing LRverstock products in any 



-5-

ft,tUTf' cor.lpt1risons, on this occasion both Sherborn" satr.plc.s 

Bnd thORO from Laverstock wore to small to allow the method 

to be employed o Ilowevar, one interesting POillt rliJ arise 

from the tr.in sectioning, namely that a s('ction ~rom a 

Laverstock cooking-pot differed .from the jug sample tested. 

The former contained only a scatter of Hubangular qllartz 

grains, and these were a size grade higher than those in 

the jug, aver~gR sizR a.40-.60mm. Either a slightly coarser 

clay was used for cooking-pots as opposed to jugs, or else 

the added sand was gently crushed for the jugs. The coarser 

texture of the cooking-pots I"as probahly dclibera.te, adding 

refractory qualities to the vassels. 

A sPI~ll ~mount of comparAtive matarial from Wareham (unglazed) 

Qfid Corfe C8.stl~ (botl) Rlnzed and unglazed) was al~G examined, 

to see if S'.,)~lt.:l D')rs~t 'ftd'es wer~ rr:;rre'3ent{~rl at Sherborne o 

The Wareham samples ~ontaillerl. Ii ttltl eIRe but 'lluntz grains. 

aVt~rage size [) 0 30-;;; 40rnr.1 0 A hBa.VY min(:!ral seI>ar~,tion proclucecl 

& tournlalina-ricll assembly rec~lliIlg th~t found in the products 

of the [Lomano-Brl t.i"h hlac),-bllrnishen in(lnst.ry centred arounn 

the western shareR of Poole llarbour and on the heathlands south 

of ¥oreham (Williams p 1977,Grollp 1). An origin in this area 

may also be likely for the Wareham shards, the mediaeval pott.ers 

utilizing roughly th~ sarle clay beds as were in use during 

the Roman period. Neither thin sactionsnor haavy minE'ral 

assemblage agreed witll those of the Sherborne samplas studied. 
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Thin sectioning of the Corle Castle shards showed a 

Fi H. 8_ little flint ".n<1 ire." oreo Texturally, these sherds 

appear to bl slightly differellt to tiloSB samples lr0m Sherborne 

I'abric 1, contail:ing leRs ,"uartz than the latter, and so 

suggesting the possihility of a ~i'fercnt origin, though it 

is difficult to he p:recise on this ;oointo 
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,Application for petrological Ftnnlysis 

if 
DESCRIPTION OF POTTERY AND STRATIFICATION DETAILS 

* AIN 01' A.l>iALYSIS 
-;:, ~/~cc At: ~~~~<> -7 /k 4.cc-t/ /,c5-?ZL;7'" 

* COHI'ARATIVENATERIAL AVAILABLE (Le. scope of intended pror;r",mme, 

will other, associated, ~aterial be collected and submitted for 
co-mparison ?) 

Nill,lBER OF ANALYSES ANTICIPATED 

10 --- IS-

*Pleaso submit further sheets if necessary. 
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