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VETA0LOGICAL ANALYSIS OF SOME MEDIABVAL POTTIRY

FROM SHORDBORNE CASTIE, DORSLT

A range of late mediaeval sherds from Sherborne Castle
were submitted for.petrolngical analysis, from an initial
macroscopic examination, folloved by selective thin sectioning
and, heavy mineral separation to allow study under the petrological
microscope, a number of tentative divisions could be made
on the bagis of the aplastiec inclusions presént. These are

listed below following descriptions of the sherds. Munsell

colour charts are refered to together with free deseriptive terms,

Fabrie 1

74-1124, 74-~1448(55 & 56); T3~484, 74-1450, 74-1369, 74-1381,
T4w1349, 74075, T4-842, 74=579(36)}, 73=694(36), 73-715,

T4~1292, 74-1041,

Hard, harsh fabric, surface colour varies from reddish-buff

to dark grey, with a lipght to dark grey core, Some sherds

show signs of an green glaze, Inclusions of f£lint

and ﬁuartz sand are usually clearly visible throughout the
fabric,

Tetrology

Inclusions of flint (up to 2.5mm. across) are common, together

with frequent illesorted subangular quartz grains, ranging

in size from 0.20~1,0mm,, and a little limestone.

A possible subw-group may be 73707 and 74~1164, The petrology

is very similar, the only difference being the presence in
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the latter sherds of large grains of red iron ore, easily
seen in the hand specimen,

Fabric 1, representing the majority of poettery from the .
sita, has been grouped together very tentatively om the bnsis ,
of the prezence of two extrewmely common inclusions in much mediaeval

pottery, f£lint and frequeat quartz ;rains, It is perfectly possible,

not” te say likely,; that carefnl study muy veveal several
subdivisions of this pottery by taking careful note of the
percentages of the main constituents present. Howsver, to

obtain meaningful results such work is best done by incorporating
the Sherborne pottery in o general review of mediaeval flint
termpered ware from several) sites, and as such this lies outsgide

the scope of the present report, Due to the common nature

of the inclusions,; therefore, it is not possible to say with
any depree of assurance whether this poivtery, or at least
some of it, can be regarded as local, though given the large

quantity invoived a fairly local source seems likely,

Yabric 2 3
70-228, 70-230, T4=1324, 73-357, (7)}74~970,

Hard, fairly rough sandy fabric, surfaces tend %o be light

red (2,5Tk 6/8), with a lightish grey core,

Petrolopgy b

Abundant inclusions of subangular quartz, average size 0,20-

+ J0mm, Also present are frequent fairly wellerounded light

brown graing of limonite (altered glauconite), and some
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‘collophane,
The presence in some numbers of glauconite suggests an

origin in the Greensand and Gault Beds, of which the nearcst

deposits te Sherborne lie some six miles teo the south, Close
to these deposits is situated a thirteenth century kilm at
Hermitage whose products appear fairly similar in the hand-
specimsn teo Fabric 2 at Sherborne (Field,1966,165=172}, Thin
sectioning of waste material from the Hermitage kiln revealed
a similar range of inclusions to the Sherberne potiery,
including the glauconitic grains, A heavy mineral separation
on samples from Sherberane Tabric 2 and wasters from Hermitage
rlgo displayed points of similarity, noteably in the comparatively
high percentage of rutile;, contrasting with a separation on
-a sherd frem Sherborne Fabrie 1 (Table), It seems quite
likely, therefore, that Sherborne Fabric 2 was made at the

Heraitage kiln, or at any rate rezsonably close to it.

Fahrie 3
T4-1041 and 74-1085,

Hard, rough sandy fabric, light red (2.5Y8 6/6) throughout,

with traces of dark red (?) paint on the outer surface.

Petrology
A gscatter of subanpular quartz grains, average size 0,20-,

530mm, a little flint end limestone and some red iron ore,
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Yiard fabric, mottled olive~preen glaze with a white cores

Petrolopy

Frequent inclusions of subangular quartz grains, average size

0o10=,20ma,

Fabriec §
74“"‘"39&

Very hard fabric, olive-green glaze with a white core and

inside surfaces

Petrolopy

Frequeat subargular quarts grains, average size 0,40-1,.0nm.,

and a little flint. Sinilar to Fahric 1,

Laverstock YWare

Two sherds from Sherborne Castle {71-342 & 862) from (7)

jugeg, arpecared similer to certain types from the lLaversteck
kilns near Salisbury (Musty, Algar and Hwance,1969). Thin
sectioning of the Sherborne sherds revealed frequent subangular
quartz grains, average size 0,20=,30om, and flecks of mica,
This agrees quite well with thin sectioning of sherds from

(?) jugs from the Laverstock kilns, and the Sherborne samples
@ay well have come from there, though this cannet as yet be
conclusively demonstrated. Heavy mineral analysis might offer

a further means of characterizing Laverstock products in any



frture comparisons, on this cccasion both Sherborne samples
and those from Laverstock were toe small to allow the method
to be emploved, Howevar, one interesting point did arise
frem the thin sectioning, namely that a section Irom a
Laverstock coonking-pot differed from the jug sample tested.
The former contained only a scatter of subangular quartz
grains, and these were a size grade higher ‘than those in
the jug, average size 0340~?60mmo Either a slightly coarser
clay was used for cooking-pots as opposed to jugs, or else
1he added sand was gently crushed for the jugs. The coarser
texture of the cooking-pots was probably deliberate, adding

refractory qualities to the vessels.

A smell emount of comparative material from Wareham (unglazed)
ard Uorfe Castle (both plazed and unglazed) was alse examined
to see if Sontlh Dsrsst Veres were ropresented at Sherborne,

The Wareham samples contained little else but quarts grains,
average size 0,30«.40mme A heavy mineral separstion produced

a tourmaline-rich assembly recalling that found in the products
of the lHomano-idritish bhlack-burnished industry centred around
the western shores of Poole Harbour and on the heathlands seuth
of Wareham (Williams,1977,Group 1), An origin in this area

may also be likely for the Wareham sherds, the medineval potters
utilizing roughly the same clay bheds as were in use during

the Homan period, Neither thin sectionsasor heavy mineral

asgsemblape agreed with those of the Sherborne ssmples studied,
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Thin sectioning of the Corfe Castle sherds showed a
scatter of subangular quartz greins, average size 0,60-1,.0mm,
with & little flint and ireca cre, Texturally, these sherds
appear to be slightly different to those samples from Sherborne
Pabric 1, conitaining less cuartz than the latter, and so
suggesting the possibility of a different origin, though it

is difficult to be precise on this roint,
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1 Sherborne Castle, T1.0  13.4 2,8 Pod 4.3 1.4 4.3 1.4 269
Fabrie 1 T4-=-1041
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3 Hermitage kiln 80.6 2.5 11,2 2,1 - - 2,1 1,5 397
4 Warehan 40,8 1.9 .9 09 3.7 .9 - s 9 308
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