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HORCHEGT N, Homan Baths,

Visited 13th.Junc, 1978, Report 14+th, Junc 1078, hy FoW.Anderson,

The gite is on Chalk but nhove the solic reck is & considerable thickness
of typiecal flint: soil averlain by a darker, more orpenic soil,
Most of the huildins siene vsed 18 Purbheck Limestene from the Isle of
Parheek it with s congidorahlc amount of Portland Stone probably from the
same area, There is Flint (from the loeal Chalk), Tufa {ppokably from
Hlashenwell}, a fair amount of Lias Limestone (the nearest sonrce is Winterbourne
Abhas, about 10 miles to the west), a little Ham Hill Stone from the Yeovil
area, Tho few Pragments of ironstone (ferrugsinous sendstone) are most likely
fo have come from the Teriary and Recent deposits in the Moreton-Wareham

sHron,

Tdentifications on the site {see the accompanying plan) .

Loeality 1. Wall of Purbeek Limestone ruhble.
2. Wall, some Portland Stone #n foundation layer,
%, Megneran, rod tile and white FPoritland,

4. "all,F¥lint core faced eith Purbeck limestone.

5, Well faced vith Tarbeck limestone,

f. Hypncanst piers packed round with grey clay. The clay, probably
¥imeridge, has the appearance of having been puddled and washed
in in a semiliquid state, Was this done deliberately to reinforce
the piers 7

7. ¥Wall of Purbeck limestone, Portland Stone and Hamm Hill Stone with
some brick facing.

1,  larpge Portland Stone flags in floor,

9, ¥Wall of Purbeck ashlar,

10, lLarge blocks of Portland Stone. Are these a later insertion?,.

11, Wall of Lias Limestone.

12, Walls of white and blue Lias., Walls 11 and 12 appear-to be later
than buildings to west,

1%, Walls of Purbeck Limestond.

14, Walls of Purbeck Limestone with some burnt Ham Hill Stone.

15, Walls mainly of Purbeck Limestone but with some Portland Btone.

16, A rendered wall, Sample taken.

17, Wall, Purbeck Limestone,

18, Wall, Purbeck Limestone, Portland Stone flagstones.
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 Sméll Finds.
:a 7816456, Quern fragment, Purbeck Marble.
 '78}6656.“ Purbeck L%%ﬁstone (Slatt)
7616850, ° Purbeck Limestone, roofing tile,
L ?81673?. Ironstone (Carstone, a ferruginous sandstone).
7816888, Tufa, probably from Blashenwell,

7816772, . A tufaceous Purbeck Limestone,

7816715. Hone stone. A hard dark fine-grained sandstone (?Palaeozoic). Imported.

7816107, Quern fragment. Purbeck Limestone {(Moather Bed). This is the I'irbeck

limestone most ofter used for auerns,

7816887, Ham Hill Limestone.
7816081, Black baked clay.
7817032, A dark reddish brown sandstonc., Probably a beach nebble,
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Conclusion$.
1. The main stones used in this building were Purheck and Portland limestenes

hrought from *he Isle of Purbeck.

Some Ham Hill stone was found, Several of the coffing st Poundobur; vere
this material so it was obvously heins hrousht from Yeovil feo Dorchester,
The Plint is slmost certainly locel material.

The Tufa (prosably for bath house ceilingn) end the ivonstone are hoth
likely %o havoe been hrou-hi from the Weeeham sren,

The use of Lina from the west ie not ecasily explained, it in a opor Milding
stone. May hawve benn broupht in the first instance fogether with seme clay

for making hydraulic cement

Quefies.
1., The absence of Chalk in the fonndations is surprising. Tt serves well in

foundations ind is essy to work., This and some Greensend could have beon
expected (cp. Fishhourne).
Yore Tlint could have heen expected in the wall coves, Tt is a loeal

material {ep. Sparsholt },
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