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ROHAN AND POST-ROMAN POTTEll.Y FROH THETHURGY. CORNWALL 

BLACK-BURNISHED '.fARE, CATEGORY 1 (EB1 l 

Sherdsl 29(Gl125), 19-21,910, 455(G.Y29), 2R(G.147), 14-16 

(G.148), 17, 18(G.22'B), eOl(b/s) and 75l(bas,,). 

The colour aimed at seems to have been ideally black, or 

dark grey, with the core of the vessel invariably t.hE> same 

colour as the surface appearanceo The clay contains a very 

high amount of distinctive quartz s~nd, which in fra.ture, 

against a dark background, gives the impression of a 'cod's 

row' appearance. All th~ pottery has rec~iTad a characteristic 

~ : l /l-cl 

bllrnishing trelttrnent at th .. 'leather-hard' stag" of manufactur('!o 

l'his has the effect of making the surface of the clay more 

compact, thereby reducing porosity. The hurnishing appears 

to have been achi('!vcd mostly hy freehand, and the short 

hurnishing strokes are often clearly visible. The decoration 

is always burnished rather th(~n incised, and consists of 

narrow shallow lines, sometimes ra,ther loosely drawn. 

Th~ fabric of all the EDl present app('!ars virtually 

identica.l to material originating froflL the Wareham-Poole 

Harbour area of Dortle-t. A heavy mineral analysis was undertaken 

on one of the sherds (no. 18) and produced an assemblage 

cha.racterized by a hir.h tourmaline content. This agrees 

well with analyses on BBl vessels shown to have been made 

in the Wareham-Poole Harhour area (WilliaIll1l't1977,Group I), 

and a similar origin is like-ly for the Trethurgy material. 

lUefers to Gillam's Types paper (1957). 



ffhe only ce::"t.fl,in early form pres~l1t i,g the upriKht-rimmed 

t G _1~.S ('.D.120-180). Due to the longevity of the cooking-po" . ~., " 

plaill-rim,oed disll forM G.329 (A.D.1J5-~40), it is difficult to 

~Ry whether any ~herds here are early or late o Tile remaining 

ves~els. however, can be dated ···more closely, (Lnd it 

is possible to assign them to a late third century to fourth 

century date. 

GA!lBIWIC '«,Mlli 

Shards: 22, 30, 31.35_61,63_108,111,112,115,116,127, 

129, 130, 133, 135-141, 143-145, 302 and 932. 

The majority of pottery from the site is clearly made froe! the 

SAme ?~hhroic clays dnrived from the Lizard and recmgnized by 

Peacock as being used for much Neolithic find Iron Age pottnry 

in the South-West (1969a; 1969b). Thin sectioning of sherds 

31,33,36,44,48,60,62,97,118,,122 and 124 confirm 

that the most promillant inclusions are made up of large 

angular grains of altered felspar and fibrous aggregates of 

brown amphibole. The mineralogy so closely resembles Peacock's 

de se:' iption 0 f th,,· gabbroic c lays of the l,izard peninsula 

(ibido~ that there seems little douht that this material 

was also used far the Trethurgy pottery. 

The colDur of the Habbroic ware varies from buff to 

black; however, the consistent featurn of this pottery i. 

the high content of !lm!'.ll ",hite felgpar fragments which 

:rro+,rude thr(>ugh the surfaces 0 'fhere are lit wide variety "f 
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1 f sh"rds in this fabric are Interestingly enough, a arge group 0 g 

obviously imitating Rtandard Dorset DUI forms, though without 

the a.ccompanyinp schemes of ileconttion I 6Z(G o 127). 110, 11 J(G.309), 

109(G.316), 114, 118, 119, PI, 122, 124(J.227), 117, 120, 123, 

125,126, 12f, 13'1, 132', 134(G"2~8)~ 142(G,330), 3.2-34(GoI4B), 

146-147(li(1)0 The mn.jority of the vB".els appear to be copying 
I 

late BBI forms, no douht taking advantaga of the latter s 

iMmense popularity, 

measure the Dorset HBI 

and as sucll reflect in some 

group ",IJOve 0 

Sherd: QB29. Hard, rough fabric, RrBY ('hl09011 5Y 5/1) surfaces, 

dark grey corDo Impressions of gra"s or chaff can be seen on 

the outside surfaceo 

impressions are confined to the outRide only. Petr010gicallYt 

the composition of the paste shous v('ry little difference 

to t}la t of the lA.rge gahbroie group above, and so it seems 

roas0nahle to assur.:e, t.herefore, that the Lizard gabhroie 

clays were also used in this caSBo Similar graRs-marked .~ 

potter~.' froel Cornwall ann the Seilly IslRs has be em studied 

by 1'''8cock and also found t,o have' been !nad" of f(abbroic clays 

(1975,47 )oThese results taken together would seem to contradict 

Thomas' (1968) vi,,,,:(a) that s;uch gras~-Dlarked pottery was 

made locally at each find-site (unless it is advocated that 

the clay and not the pots were transported), and eb) if we 
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a'lsign a fifth or sixth century date for the appsarance of 

this cIa"" of vessel (mo~t of the pottery mentioned "y Thomas 

vas found associated ,dth pu~t-P..OWUI iroports, like the Trethurgy 

sherd), that t.here ',fAS a complete break between Roman and 

post-Roman native pottery. The petFological results suggest 

that the grass-markecl pottery so far sampled was made at the 

same centra, or at least in tho same area, as the bulk of the 

Roman coarse pottery at Trethurgy, and therefore that the 

tradition *f making pottery from ti,e Lizard gabbroic clays 

cOIlf-inned from the Roman period (and beforE") into the post­

Roman era. The output of such gabhroic pottery-malting in the 

post-f:oman pin'iod appears to have been greatly reduced compared 

vi th the Roman period, as the distribution of !Orass-marked pottery 

only occurs in small amounts in Nortl,ern Cornwall and the 

Scilly Isles (Thomas, 1968). 

SAl-II AN 

The, un the whole, small scraps of sarnian listed in the , 

catalogue 8aem acceptable as designated. No signs of 'A' ware 

here. 

COLOUR-COATS 

A). Probable Oxford wares: 199, 215, ),11, 490,528,694, 

786, 896, 907 and 915, 

B). Probable New Forest wares! 25, 483, 572, 636, 807 and 

94"70 



c). Hemaining sherds Ilndeeided l'Ptween these two, and otller, 

centrcso 

AHPHORAE 

12RESSEL TYPE 1 

Sherd: 306. lIard, rough fabric, light r"a 

containing a large quantity of black sando 

throughout, and 

A thin section of the sherd shows a similar cGmpesiti@n 

t@ Peacock I s Fabric .2, with a provenance in the 'Ca:ecuban and 

Falernian areas Gf Italy (1971a,164-165). The form is characteristic 

of the first half of the first century B.C. This form at amphora 

is nat well raprescnted in Cornwall, apart from Trethurgy, a 

Dressel Type lA has recently been found a:iJ Carn Eunyo 

SOUTH SP,\J;J':lH GLOBULAr. 

Shards: 8, 176, 357, 446, 489, 613, 767 and 872. Hard, rough 

sandy fabric, orangy-buff throug1lOut. 

Identification of illdividual forms is difficult, theugh 

,[ires1<el 20 is probably represented by no o 489. Th. greup "18 

a whole can be dated to the first two centuries A.D. (ibid., 

171) • 
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IlLACr: mCA FAIllnc 

Sherd: 23. Hard, rough fabric, dark grey (Nl1l!1ull 10m 4/1) 

ihrougilOut, and wi ih conspicuous black mica inclusions all 

through the fRoric. 

This sherd has R particularlynistinctiv~ appearance in 

the 11 and specimen and is easily recognis~bl •• Similar examples 

of this tRbria have coma from fOllrth celltury contexts at Stok~ 

Gabriel, Devon (Pllillips,1966,23~ and fr~m thirteenth century 

levels at Beere, Devon (,Jope and TlirelJ'all,1958,126). An origin 

on or near to a large granite formation seems likely, as the 

large quantity of mica present is obviously granite detri~ .•• · 

POST-IWHAN DfPOR'fS 

The terminology eMployed here follows aadford's (1?56) original 

classification of imported post-Roman wares at Tintag"l into 

Class 'A' (red ware bowls and di~hes of finely levigated clay) 

and Clas", 'B' (Amphorae), and ThomRs' (1959) sub-division of 

the amphorae into four typo". Bi to Biv. 

I A I \fArmS 

Four small sherds from Trethurgy can be accepted as 

belonging to Class 'AI: 1,46,248 and 678. Due t@ the smallne5s 

of the Hherds involved it ia difficult to identify with any 

axactness the forms involved. However, vessels in this class 
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comprise bowls and dishes with a thin red slip, slightly 

darker than the paste, commonly with wall-Nided rims, often 

decorated with rouletting (It~dford,1956,figs.13 and 14). 

Radford's division of the 'A'wares at Tintagel int. 

Ai and Aii was based to a large extent on the apparent 

softness of fabric of Ai and the 'Iardnass of Aii (ibid). 

This seems to have beell due to the acidity of the local amil 

concH tions rather than implying that the two sub-c lasse s 

originated from diff~rent RreBS. Tllin sectioning of saMples 

of both sub-classes frOM Tintagel showed no significant difference 

between them. The inconsistency of having two sub-classes of 

'A' wares was previously noted by Alcock at Dinas Powys (1963, 

125-126), though this division still continues to be used 

(Laing,1975,270). 

In his detailed study of Eastern lnte Roman fine pottery, 

Hayes confirmed thnt. the majority of the Briti1<h post-Homan 

'A' ware for"'~ and fabrics are similar to Late Homan 'e' tYI'es 

that are overwhelmingly concentrated in the Aegean area (1972, 

323-370). Hayes suggested that due to th~ basic uniformity 

of type, the ware was almost certainly produced in a single 

region, possibly near Pergamon in Asia Minor (ibid.'. 

The Trcthurgy shardR can probably be dated to the end of 

the fifth - beginning of th", sixth century A.D. (l?owler, Gardner 

and Rahtz,1970,31; llayes,1972,336-337). 

Bi AHPHORAE 

Sherds: 2, 63, 82, 92, 108, 130, 199, 235, 281 and 637. Fairly 

hard, smooth fabric, pinkish-creamy throughout. Inclusions of 
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whit. limest.ne ~r8 commonly visible. A scheme of ~eep horizontal 

grooTes set close together occurs on the upper part of the 

veRsel'f"r the co"'plete form Roe 'rhomas,1971 ,fig.61). 

A thin section was made of 110. 108 and the petrolofY agreed 

well with the description Given by P-Cftcoci< for his analysis of 

Di shards from Glastonbury Tor, i.e" a clay matrix composed 

mainly of limestone and mica (1971b~ Recent work by the writer 

on this, type of fahric suggests a possible Grigin in the Greek 

Islands nr North-West Asia Uinor (1Hlliams,forthcllming). 

A late fifth - sixth century date seel~s apprQpriate to the 

Trethurgy Bi shards ('rhomas, 1959, 1 04). 

Di i AHPHORAE 

Sherds: 73,121, 180a, 184, 188a, 221, 256, 500, 565, 569, 

666, 743, 801, 802 and 954. lIarel, rough fabric, reddish-buff 

throughout, ancl with horizontal rihhin?; i1'regula,rly spaced 

(for the camplet~ '@1'm see Emery,1938,Type 6). 

A thin section examination of no. 221 shows that in additiori 

t.o pyrElX6ne and limestone noted by Pen.coc], in Bii sherds from 

Glastonbury Tor (1971b)~ the section als" contains scrpentine~ 

suggesting an orirrin in an !n'ea of ul tra-basie rocks. A heavy 

mineral analysi1'l urn the gnme sample procluced large aml'lUnts of 

diopside and enstatite. Thi~ SUGRHsts derivation from peridotite, 

an ultra-basic rock. 

Close parallels to BritiRh ~ii amphorae are to ba found in 

'some numbers in the Eastern tlecliterranean region, indicating a 
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spaborna distribution (ThomaR,1959; Hayes,1973), and an origin 

in that area for this type of amphora is hi~hly likely. The 

distribution of ultra-hasic rocks in the Eastern Mediterranean 

coastal area is not widElspread,o Small amounts are to be found 

on Cyprus, Lesbos anli ";uboea, while ''largcr formatioIlls €Iccur in 

South-West Asia Hinor and Northern Syria. If the Bii amphora 

was intended for carrying olive-oil (Thomaa,1959,92), it is 

tempting to s"" it originating from th", Ar,tioch r"'gion 0:1' 

Northern Syria, which is suspected of heing the centre of a 

large olive-oil export trade during the fifth and sixth c&nturi"5 

A.Dc (Li"he"chuetz.1972~79-81). It is possible that the diopside/ 

enstatite sand may have derived from the large ultra-basic 

formations t .. the north of Antioch. However, such a view is 

speculative until Eal'ltern cOJllpI<randa can also be analyzed o 

A similar date r'tllge mentioned above for the Bi amphora 

also applies for the Britlsll finds of the Bii; 

B i v Al'IPHORAE 

Sherd,,: 12 an.d 3'19, Fairly hard, deep red or reddish-brewn fabrh. 

IlBavily micaaeous, with It dacarative scheme of bread shallow 

fluting (hI' the complete two-handled for~ see Em;ery,193,8,Type 13&). 

These sherds were not sectioned, but tlley appear identical 

in the hand-specimen t@ a typical Eiv fabric. The two-handled 

Biv amphorae is normally assigned a Into fifth-mid sixth century 

date an British post-Roman sites. Hewevor, as pointed out by 

Peacock (1977) 9 where small body slunds "f this fabric are 

involved (as is the case at Trethurgy), it cannot be automatically 
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accepted th?,t t.hey a.re post-ROnHtll in datI!. l'rot.types e! the 

tvro-hanilled l1iv ferm are found in line-handled vessels from 

J"'e~ fifth century contextR at Bath and Ospringe in what appears 

to be a similar fabric (ibid.). 

For a discussion of the p6s8ihl" ori8ins of the Biv amphora 

see Williams (forthcoming). 
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