IMVen JUN, daps O JHIAN ¢ Resistivity test traverse on Antonine .all
Il

Obdulillvn: To cxawine the possibility of using resistivity detec ion zc
rlan « fort thousht to lie in the angle between.the Wall and the river
Aven (see 1/2500 maplet), and threatened by proposed road develepment,

WilHOU: A hartin-Clark Resistivify Meter was used, with dcuble uipole
confliruration at 4 f't spacing. A sinpgle traverse, calculataa te  ross
the remc:ins of voth the fort and the Wall, "was laid cut. The mayplet
ahows toe pusition of the traverse in relation to identifiable lucal
features; zerc was 45 Y from the river.
- eSULTS: A sinple substantial high resistance anomaly was encoun.ered.
Its widtl :=umrestea a featurs 30 £ wide, and the most likely interpret-
ation was that it represented an oblique crossing of the Anténine Wall
itself’. TYwo low anomalies, extending a °urther 80 't overall, sugpgest

a uwouble external uitch. ‘

Ihese results sugpest that, rather than following the course shown
on the map, the Wall may approach the river at a more obtuse angle. If
the Wall foundation is 14 ft wide, as elsewhere, the width of the anowuly
ircicates that the traverse crossed it at an angle of about 30°, Such a
ccurse wiuld seeminply line up better with the continuation on the scuth
side of the river, where the ditch is extant, and would perhaps be wmore
contortably defensibvle.

1f the sall woes indeed followithis new course, there is little
reon for a fort between it and the steeply rising ground to the east,
and perhacs tl.e fort should be sought elsewhere. It is worth noting
that the mass of masonry marked on the map by Dr Breeze could fit in
with the modified Wall line as part of the Wall itself.

1his report hangs a great deal on the interpretation of a single
test traverse. por greater certainty, a more extensive resistivity survey
would be required; but a small excavation would be an equally valid
apjproach, T

A. J. Clark

AM Lab (eophysics Section,
Fortress liouge

10 December 1973
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