
Resistivity test traverse on Antonint: iall 
I 

Ol;.liC~J 'I~~: '1'0 cx'UlIine the possibility. of using re sistivity dete c i O!1 "cc 
ylan ;;,. fort thot.;')'ht to lie in the angle between, the Wall. and thf! rtiver 
Avcn (see 1/250G maplet), and threatened by proposed road developillent. 

b\t.'~: ,\ JliarUn-Clflrk Resistivity Meter was used, with double U 'lpole 
u'.mf'il'uJ'lltion a t ~ ft ;;;pllcinp;. A sinp,le traverse,calcHlateu tr· ,'(;:;;:;i 

th,; l'er,.,ins of lJ(Jth tk fort "and the 'Wall, '.Was . laid out. The maf let 
8hf~W~; tile posi tiull ()f the traverse 1n relati.on to identifiable luca 1 
featu:res j zero was 45 ft from the river. 

dt~SULl'S: f\ s inp'le substantial high resistance anomaly was encoun ~ered. 
ItsiliU :.:'uft:,este:..t .J. feature 30 ft wide, and the most likely in~erpret
ation was that it represented an oblique croesjng of the Antonine Wall 
itself. 'l'V/O low anrn,alies, extending a f'urther ,80 ft overall, su~est 
a uouble externGl u~tch. 

l'hese results sup.;gestthat, rather. than following the course shown 
on the map, theiiall may approach the riVer ate. more obtuse angle. If

" 	 the Wall foundation is 14 ft wide, as elsewhere, the width of' the ~-l.nor..!i ly 
il.u:icates that the traverse crossed it at an angle of about 30°. Such a 
ccurse wi.mId seeminr;ly line up better with toe continuation on the scuth 
siJe ct' the rj V(er, where the ditch :is extant, and would perhaps be ClIJrc 
c('H:l:'ort:.;.t)ly defensible. 

11' t,~:(. :.all uoes indeed f'ollowjthis new course, there is lit~tIe 

reClI, for a' fort between it and tbe steeply rising ground to the east, 
and perha!,s tl,e fort should be' sought elsewhere. It is worth noting 
thrJ t the mass of WI sonry marked on the map by Dr Breeze could fit in 
....1. th the 1Il0difieu 'Nall line as part of the Wall itself. 

• 
i'his report hangs a great deal on the interpretation of a sinyole 

test tn-lVerse . .cor greater certaint,J;' a nlore extensive resistivity survey 
w(.uld. be required.; but a small' excavation 'WOuld be an equally valid 
~pi ,r (jilt: h. 	 . 

A. J. Clark 

AM Lab ~eophYBica Section, 
}'ortress Eoui! e 
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