First Survey, 19-20 Feb.

Ancient Momuments Lsboratory, Geophysios Section

Combretovium, Baylham, Suffolk, 1973

A preliminary survey of the part of the scheduled area to be affected
by the A140 road scheme was oarried out on 19+h-20th February, 1973.
Traverses were made in a zig-zag pattern with the fluxgates gradiemeter across
the road line and were followed by tests of likely anomelies with a hand
oorer.

The actual enclosed 2rea of the settlement mf at Combretovium is thought
to lie tu the SW of the rosd line arpund Baylham House and Beylham Mill and
is probebly not itself affected. Thore is a bank across field 5182 and along
the fenoe line between fields 4762 and 6575 as marked on‘tho 25"plan which
might mark the NE boundary, and a difference in ground?ﬁ%ggestn that NMill Lane
may mark the NW boundary.

If this is the case it would be consistent with the findinga from rapid
gradiometer soans which showed no sign of any features in field 5182 to the
NE of this bank, but occasicnal anomalies to the SW of it., In field 4762
some ¢f the magnetic snomalies were shown by augering to correspond to areas
of disturbed and darkened subsoil.

Although it may lis outside the main settlement the route of the new
road is crossed by two Roman roads and is not without archasological
signifiocance.

These roads are numbered 34b and 3d by Margary ( Roman Roads in Britain,
Vol I. 1955 ). Of these 34b is the Baylhem to Peasenhall road which he says
is only definitely traceable N of Coddenham. In fact if the known section as
marked on *he 1" 0.S. map is projected back to Baylham the line may be secen
to coincidide with a track through Shrubland Park and the boundary between
fields 6575 and 8070, which was not incluueu in the survey.

Scanning with the magnetometer revealed a number of features in the
threatened area near to this fisld boundary and augering produced characteristic
pit £illings containing blackened soil and flecks of burnt oclay.

This suggesis that if the road took this direct route there was extra-mursl
occupation or industrial activity associated with it in field 6575 and no
doubt mlso in field 8070,

Continued magnetic socanning through the fields to the NW as far as field
0939 showed nothing of interest. In field 0939 itself there was a magnetic
anomaly at the SE end which on augering was found to indicate a layer of bummt
80il, but the major feature in the field was the sececnd Roman road, 3d.
There was a line of scattersd stone on *the plougheé@ surfece and the magnetometer
showed the presence of a ditch about 8m E of the centre line, No ditch was
detected on the W side. The measured position of the ditch agrees well with
Margary's description, orossing the present A140 not far from the milestane.



A careful search for occupation was made elongside this atretch of
Roman road, withou* result. This contrasts with the findings beside the
other road, and *ends to confirm tha* the main settlement lies closer tg
this latter position.

Conclusions

The road ditoh discoversd alongside road 3d should be orucial in
indicating the aligznment of the uncer*ain stretch to the north. Ths ditch
could be prescisely plottec by formal magnetic survey or excavation.

More de*ailed nlanning of the occunatiaon beside road 34b could slso

be achieved by magne*ic survey; but here the road mey not have a detectable
ditch and might only yield *o excavation.

A.J. Clark
Ao Do H. Bar+1 °++;

26th February,1973

{be following wnps are sppenueu to this survey:
1. ¢b" plan of roau scheme annotatea with results of peophysical scan.
2. Fart of 0" wap of area similarly annotated, ana showing alsoc ithe

~ielts o the rerecaloo area anc the probable line of Kowan read
340 to Lovucenban



Ancient Manuments Laboratery, Geonhysics Section

Combretevium, Second Survey, 21-22 March, 1973

On this return visit to Combretovium sites 1 and 2 as marked on the 6" plan
were ins~ected and seme further geonhysical work was done to locate features
for the excavator working at site 3.

Thers was nothing of apparently major significance at either site 1 or
site 2 but such finds as were made are described below.

Site 1t

This section of the route of the pronosed road was scanned by making a
series of zig-zag traverses with the gradiometer in a manner similar to that
em~loyed for site 3 in the previous survey.

The scanning produced Little evidence for magnetic activity. There were
a few scattered weak anomalies ( less than 5 gamma ) and some of these were
tested with the auger. This showed 30om of tonsoil and then a subsoil that
was mainly gravelly clay with flints but with occasional sandy vockets.
There was nowhere any sign of possible archaeclogical disturbanoce.

Site 2

Greadiometer scans were made in the fields on the NE side of Kettle Lane to
each side of the ditoch.

On the N side of the ditch a small number of magnetic anomalies were loocated.
One of these contained what were vossibly specks of burnt clay, but they were
found only at one place and other auger borings nearby shownd natural clayey
granules in the subsoil.

In the fisld S of the ditch there were again several anomalies, two of
which gave definite indicetions when augered that they corresponded to pit
fillings. There weare specks of charoeal and burnt clay in the soil at nesition
1 as shown on the 1:200 plan and disturbed and darkened soil with charcoal at
voslition 2,

A 30m square which included these anomalies was then surveyed in detail
but there was no sign of extensive disturbance in the results. IFor a few
metres abeve and belew the point that was augered at 1 the traverses show slight
rositive anomalies whioﬁzﬁndicatc a ditoh, but the feature could also be
accounted for by the furrows that were visible on the surface at this noint.
There is alse a faint line of anomalies which might suggest the presence of a
ditch marking part of an enclosure.

Conclusion

There is no immediately noticable evidence for the existence of any
extensive remains of former ocoupation at site 1, There are signs that there
might have been aotivity in the region of site 2 but it is unlikely that any
substantial remains survive within the area surveyed.

A.D.H, Bartlett, D. Haddon-Reece
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