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~he Deserted Medieval Villa~e of Lone; Ashton. (ST 5507072· 

Visited on 'L'hul}sduy, lOth Auc;ust 1973. 

~'he excavation 1-ms di:cccted by Dr. Hoc;er Leech and assisted 

by 'l'erry Pearson (Tel.Ho. :\eynsham (o27 56) 6'1286 ) who was in 

charge at the time of my visit, 

'lhe site lies just north oi' a stream 1·1ith the hill side 

sloping up towards the main road running through ·bhe villac;e, 

'.L'he stream has in the past provided water for at least one mill, 

virtually on the site. ·:ehe site consists of red clay from the 

ubi qui to us ;(euper l'larl of Somerset. It has suffered somev1hat by 

hill-11ash so that it has been covered since its deserti_on by an 

avera~e 30 em of red soil. Stone quarries exist hi[';h up the hill 

beyond the village and it is said tlwt 11 seams" of iron ore outcrop 

from place to place along the contour betVJeen the site~the 
village. dowever, a buildel"' s trench going up-hill from the site 

has failed to show anythinG. In vie11 of the patchy nature of the 

deposit I "have sug(l;ested that anothei' trench should be cut. 

The slag 1 recovered from the uphill side of the sits,is not 

all that plentiful and I have advised that it should be_ \·Jeighed. 

At the time of the visit a little 11 cinder 11 had been left in situ. 

'After 1 this vms removed and has yielded furnace bot·bofus bel01·1 it, 

'l'he slags were of two types - tap slag, and cinder. No smithing 

furnace bo·btoms 1·1ere found. 'l'he pottery dating is_ 11 .... 14th Oentury 

and it se.ems that t~1e iron smelting was in the ea_rly petiod •. 
'·_· •, -._ .·'-·! 

No furnaces were found <;UJ,d it v/ouid 
,.·, .. 

the slag that they would ]:Je on the noJ;bh(uphill)·s~d,e 

site. 

One knife blade was found and a heay;y 
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~rhich ~Jay 0e part ol a cnul(lron. 

::cnGrully the ;Ji \-;c s·~or~1~:: -c;y :):Lc~ll o~L' the pe:~__:'iocl _;llcn all 

local ore resources v1e:co useCL. 1 ho.··Jc su:_;._;ostecl ·chat an analysis 

ol' the slac; and ore be uude i'or c>hospllorus o.nU htant:;anese. 

19th i\U[';US"G 19'?8. 


