BLYHAA PALACE ¢ ievort on the Flant lJemadins

by M.A.Mounk,

. The samples. might samoles of fhozted and sorted carbonised grains and sceds
were submitied to the author for identification and analysis. The results
of these identifications are listed in Table 1.

The Plant demszins, The remains we.e recovered from seven difforent contexts,

ranging in iype fr-m ground suriaces associubed with buildings to bean ¢lois,
posfholes and midéeh deposiis. Three contexts were of late 12thC date {(three
surfaces associated with a building), one w.s of 11thC d.te {(a possible beam
slot), und two were of 15thC date (aburnt arcaz and a mkdden deposit).lhere
were, in addision, t.o wost holes of indeterminate izte. .11 the devosits
produced material, though the beam slot and the tub post holes sroduced the
least material.

iost of the remuins recovered were of carbonised cercal ~rain frapgments,
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Very little can be said of +~his material with repord either to convext iype

<+ or d¢.te, althoush it is likely that most of it had accumulated as 2 resultb
of cusual loss and carboenisition of grain intended for donestic usze {(milling
ete.) =fter storaze. Whis would particularly be the case fop the naterial
from the floor luyers,/ ground suffaces in as;ociazian with buildings.

The majority of the grains from all three phases talen togecher vould

appear to be some lorm of wheat - 'Priticum sp. (precise identification was
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prevented by ths deforned state of the groin and genoral lack of diagnostic

s

features, a common problem where only groin is present), lowever, in the
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case of D 191 127 in the [ill of the late 12th¢ building, several wheal
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grains avrpearcd to bear some similarity to the species Triticum aestivum. rthe

second most siznificant ceresl groin din the samples wao aye (Secnle cerezle)

which appeared both in the late 12thC saaple from the building £111 mentioned
above and in the 1. ithC sample Jron tho midden layer, D226 135, Thesd groins
were ch:ructoristic 1ly elther elon.;xted and bullet shaped itk a twist ot
the embrvo and & blunt apex, or ratier stubby with a hi-h backed dorsal

aspect but again blunted at tae apex and cligibly twisled at the embryo cnd,
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:In'addition to these two cereals thore were a fovw grains of Hordeun

‘,sativum (the Barleys) and Avena sp. (Oats) which could rot be identified to

}ﬂspecmnsg'ln the caco of sarley because of the absence of raciis and in the case
3}0f oats Becauqe oi the lack of lemma bases. These cerealo were found in both
: th0 1d and 1>thC samvles and in the case of Oats also from the 11lths beanm
:Blo#, DZSSw Apart from the cereals the only other cultivar prosent in ﬁhe

- samples was the Field Pea, Pisum sitivum, two examples of whish were recovered

from the 13thC midden deposit,
All.the samvles cont dined one or more geeds of weeds of cultivation,
but princivally Rumex st. ( the Docks) and Vicia sp. (one of the small vetches).
 From context D202, the layer within a late 12thC building, came one carboniscd
fargment of a hazel nut, which probably derived from Jonmecztic wéste like the

rest of this collection.

Intervretation. Little can be said of this group of carbonis 3d material with

regard to temrorsld chinges as the quantity of items and the number of samples
was so smalls :ovvever, it will be noted that those contexts which contuined
the lorgest guanzity of material were either floor layers in buildings or
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midden depozits. ‘his nmay indicate casual loss and acciddnirl corbonisation
during .omesilic zrocessing into Clour subsecuent to bulkester. . ge.lhe presence

of weed sceds in theme devosits may again be accidental o may serve to

indicate that medievsl crop cleaning was not particularly edficient.
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The cultivars rr:sent in this collection of samnles, Sre=zd wheat, Barley,
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Rye and FPeas wzre, according to both the documentary record and palaecethno-
botsonical evidence, comnon medieval crops (Green pers, com. and forthcoming
IH.Phil thesis). However, the nresence of Rye in these samnles is guite

significant since as yet there have been few remains ol this cpecies found

from early mecdieval coniexts, althoush Rye is coiften mentioned in the documents,
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particula®ly the agricultural returns of the largze ent.tes such as the 15th/1:th

century invezniories of the JSishewric of Jinchester recently studied by Yitow

(1972), Rye firct come to Worth west wurope cither as & crov in its own pight

or as a weed of whe t{Fiilmon 1978), By the Iale soman and larly wark sge



ELIHAL: 3

pericd it was almost certadnly beding grown aw a crop in its own right(van aelst
1970}, In troditicnal Tarming communities today, Rye az a contanminant of wheat
'iglggten tblérated in the final, storage product and the Zlour from the
. wheat/rye mixture is often thought to produce superiofﬁbfzad (}iillman 1976

.and Pers. com.).

This colleciion of carbonised material from Elthem vrovides useful evi-
dence for the vresence of the major crops, but becauvse of 1ts small quantity
it is of limited value in assessing the relative inmportznce of each crop

present or in ziving reliable evidence of cror processing.
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" E P 77, D 191 127
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:+ Plant Remains

EBLTUAM PALAC:

Fill of building. Late 12thC. Nos,
~Priticum spe (cf. Aestivum) (Wheat) 12
Triticum sp. ¢ n 1749f

Priticum spe(deformed) ( n 3
¢f. Avena sp, (Oats) 1
¢f. Secale cereake (Rye) L
Le gume 1
Runex sp. (Docks) 1
Compositae c¢f. centourea sp, (cranus) 1
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Grains very
battered and

deformod,

E P 78, D 256 154 Beam slot? of late 11thC building, later recut as a ditch.

Avena sp,.

(0ats)

1
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BE P 727, D 202 128 Layer within a building - occupation Li:te 12thC,

cf, Ilriticum sv.{deformed)
Hordeum sp.
Avena sp.

Vicia spe. (small)

RUREX SP.

Corylus avellana

Dromus 5.
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(iheat)
{(Barley)
{(Oats)
(Vetch)
(Docks)
(lazel)

(Brome)
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B P 78, D 183% 155 Cround surface by bullding,late 13thC.

cf, “riticum sp,.
cf. Vicia s7.

Carex sp.

(“heat)
(Vetch)

(Cedpe)
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CUUBLAHAN: Plant lemodns (cont, )

E P 78. D 133 157  Burnt crea eorcly 13thC.

of . Triticum spe (Whedt) 1%

Avena sp. (0ats) 1
'Vicia cf. sativa (Common Vetch) 2

vicia spe nediwmesmall  (Vetch) 68

Atriplex sp. Hodzrn 1

Polygonun sp. 1

¢f. Poly onum s53. 2f

Plant cansule - i.dot.
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B P 77. D 22h 134 Remains of a Fost from a Iost .ole?

A

cf. Jecule cereanls (Rye) 1

Vicia sp. (Vetch) 1
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E P 77. D 159 107 Post iole ¥ill,
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L cf, Triticum sp. (\heat) 1

! Cereal groin indet, 1
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E P 977, D 225 135  Midden lLayer, Barly 1.thC,
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Triticum sDe (vheat) 2
;
; Hordeui spe (Barley) b
] Avena sp. (Oats) 2
L
?_ cf. Avena sp. () 1
il Secale caroale (fye) 13
; Cereazl gooin fragso. 7+2%
¢ Viecia spe medium (Vatch) 5437
g ¢, Yicia op. ¢ " ) 1
i Pisum sativum (Pea) 2
Fumaria spe (Funitory) 1
f = fragment




