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'l'he saml?~E.' ,;ir:ht samples of fiho&.ted and sorted carboniscd grains and seeds 

were submitted to the Buthor for identification and analysis. The results 

of these identifications are listed in Table 1. 

The Plant ~em~ins~ The rom~ins wc."e recovered from seven di~fQrcnt contexts, 

ranging in type from Ijround sur~~'~?ceD a,sGOci:'ltCU. hi tL bu:Lluin;';s GO oeD.lj 810::"8, 

postholes al.d midden deposits. Three c'lntexts were of late 12thC date (three 

surfaces associated ~ith a building), one w.s of llthC d~te (a possible beam 

slot), c,nd blo "'Iere of l;thC date (aburnt arca ::od a l~!i:dden depo<3it).l'herc 

Vl3re, in ac:.di'cion, t·,:o post holes of 1ndetc~rrlir~u.tc d;).tc. :.11 the de:?omits 

produce:: material, thour;h the beam clot and the b!h post ho1e<3 "roduced the 

least material. 

Host o~ the re~~inD recovered were of carboniscd cer0al ~rnin fragments. 

Very little call be snid of ~his material with re~~rd ei[}ler to context type 

,_ or d, te, 3.1 th ")u;~h it is likely t.hn t most of it h~\d accumu:V:. te d 0.8 3. ro suI t 

of c.J.Guo.l 1083 and c:~l'boniG;.~tion of grain intended for (~or;testic use (r.tilling 

etc.) :;.fter stora::;e. 'i'his ·.:ou1d pc.rticu1cc,..ly be th'o CC-.Cie fOD the nateri"l 

from the floor l~,yer$/ ~~rouncl outfaces in v.,sGocia '"i:;n \'lith buildinE~s. 

The majority of the ~rains from all three phases taken toc~~her would 

prevented by the deforced strlte of the g~~in and ccn.!ral lack of ~iagnoDt~c 

features, a com.mon problem \· ... gc!'e only ,'~l.""o.in i8 present). nOHeVOr, in the 

cae,e of D lS'l 12'7 in the fill 01' the late, 12thC b,;i1dins. Geve'rD.l \:heat 

gr~linf3 D.~"'pc:arod to be:.:!.r some similo.rity to the :::;pecics rrri'cicUI;' c'J.cstivumo r11e 

I'lhich :lppe:lred beth in tl10 late 12thC s[F:m1c from the buildinG fill 'Gontioned 

above and in the l~thC sam ole :rom tho midden layer, ])228 1)5. Thesd grains 

\~'ere ell '.r<..,ct ;ri::;~ic lly oithor' e}o:1 .. ;,.,tod and bullet ~haped ,ith a tH:i.3t at 
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In addition to these two cereals thore were a fo" Grai~s of Hordeum 

sativu,!! (the Bar10Ys) and ,\vena sp. (Oats) which coulci not be identified to 

species. in the caeo of Darley because of the absence of rachis and in the case 

of oats because of the lack of lemma baaes. '1:hoae cereals Here fcund in both 

tl1e 12 and 13thC samples and in the case of Oats also from the 11th":; beam 

slot, D258. Apart fro!:!! the cereals the only other cultivar prosent in the 

samples w"s :;he Field Pea, Pisum s::tivum, tHO examples of ",hieh were recoverod 

from the 13thC midden deposit. 

All the sa!ClDles cont.ined one or more eeec's of "~leeds of cultivation, 

but principally nUEBX SD, ( the Doclcs) and Vicia sp. (one of the sr.mll vetcheo). 

From context D202, the lilyer \·:ithin a late 12thC builo.ing;, Cilme one carboniccd 

fargment of a hazel nut. "hich probably deri'/cd from c.:.or:10'ctic \';a~te like the 

rest of this collection. 

!!!t2rnreto.tiono Little Can be said of this group of co.r;;onir:i0d mat.erial l,-lith 

regard to tcn~or~l ch~n~e3 as the quantity of items a~~ the nunbcr :,f samples 

\'liAS so small. ;:o"e-:cr, it \<Till be noted thut those contexts ',:hicil cont"ined 

the l:lrGcst quc,n~ity of material Vlere either floor layer'S in builC:ings or 

midden deposit3. lti§ D~y indicate casual 10s5 an~ acciddnt~.l c~rboniGati ,n 

during ~ones:ic ~roces~ing into ~lour GubGe~ucnt to b~~~-stcr:·Ge.The presence 

of weed sce~s in these deposits may again be acciJental o~ k3Y ser'le to 

indic~te that !1cdieval c:'op cleaning was not particu~arly efficient. 

'llhe cuI ti't(:-::..rs :-r:: sent in this collection of SD.t:'l?J1es, 3rc3.d \·;heat, Barley, 

Rye and Peas ~;8re, acccrdinG to both the documentary record ~nd palaeoethno-

bot~:.nicnl evicence, cor::::ton medieval crops (Green pers, cono and :orthcoming 

N.Phil thcsi.s)o :10\-.'c-/e.:~, the ~)rcGonce of l~ye in theGc sam~Glcs is quite 

significant since us yet there have been few retlains o~ t~is ~pecies found 

from early ~o~icval cO~~cXt3, althour~h l~YC i3 often Ecntioned in the documents, 

particulatly ;ha aGric~lturRl returns of the Inrce e~t .. teo suc~ ~G the 1jth/lfth 

century invsn7:ories of tho ,3ishopric of .-linchcstor rec~ntJ.::.' st.ucied by i11itoH 

(1972). ~~ye fi~;;t C[~De to Horth -,',cst (~uI'OpC 8ither Ctf:i Do cro~) in it;~ Ol-/n eiGht 

or as a weed 8f ',-;he ·t(r.:illi:l::.n 1973). By the L~1· .. e A\oman ~;.nd __ ~3.rly :uark age 
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period it W~lS sl:nost certainly being grown al'l' a crop in it,) o'.':n risht('lan :,joist 

1970), In traditional farming eomnunities today, Rye a~ a contaminant of wheat 

.also 
;LS 01 ten tolcro. ted in the final, ::;torage produe t and the :lour fro,~ the 

liheat/rye mixture is often thou!;ht to produce superior br'~,"d (Hillman 1978 

and pel's. com.). 

This cO.llectic,n of c3.rbonised material from Eltha", provides useful evi-

dence for the Dreconce of the major crops, but because of its small quantity 

it is of limited value in assessing the relative importance of each crop 

present 6r in ~ivi~g reliable evidence of crop processingo 
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ELTHAH PALi\C~~: Plant, Hemains 

E P 77. D 191 127 Fill of building. Late 12thC. 

'friticum sp. (of. aestivwn) ("Ihea t) 12 Grains very 

'l'riticum sp. ( 11 ) 17+9f battered 2,nd 

Triticum sp.(deformed) ( 11 ~ 3 deformod. 

cf. Avena sp. (Oats) 1 

cf. Secale cerea£c (Rye) I{. 

Legume 1 

Rumex sp. (Docks) 1 

Compositae cf. centaurea sp. (c/anus) 1 

E p 78. D 258 154 Beam slot? of late IlthC building, later recut as a ditch. 

Ji..vena. sp. (Oats) 1 

E p 77. D 202 128 Layer '>lithin a building - occupation L', to 12thC. 

cf. Triticum spo (deformed) (,Ihea t ) 3+lf 

Hordeum sp. (Barley) 1 

Avena sp. (Oats) 1 

Vi cia sp. (small) (Vetch) If 

l<umex Spa (Doc)",) 1 

Corylus avellana (Hazel) If 

Dromus Gp. (Brame) 1 

E p 78. D 183 155 Ground our face by building,Late lathe. 

cf. 'llriticum sp. C,neat) 2f 

cf. Vicio. s:.-:; • (Vetch) 1 

Carex sp. (Sede;e) 1 
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E p 78. D 183 157 

of, Triticum sp. 

Avena sp. 

Vicia cf. sativa 

Burnt 1'.1'ea eD .. ely 13thC. 

(',Iheat) 

(Oats) 

If 

1 

(Conunon Vetch) 2 

Vicia, sp, :.·ediu:n-slli"ll (Vetch) 6f 

Atriplex sp, J.1odern 1 

Po1ygonun sp, 1 

cf .. Poly:;onur,l S~). 2f 

Plant c,,,-psule - L,,'.}t. 

*' '" '" "'" ** *"~ *' **** **« :'0 : ** ******* .• ** * *>!". *:~* .;" * 

Vicil). f~p. 

E P 77. D 159 107 

cf. Triticum sp. 

Cel'eal cr::~in inclGt. 

E P 77. D 228 l~j 

'friticum sp. 

HordcUi~l :>p. 

Avena .'3p. 

cf. l\,ven~1 op. 

Vicia ::;p. ;":1.0dium 

.(' 1,' • OJ.. ",~Cla cp. 

Pi Gum s=-'.ti·JUl~l 

Jemuins of a Fost frl)m a I"ost -.olo? 

(:lye) 

(Vetch) 

(\/heat) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1,jidden Layer ... Earl;)' l_JthU. 

(';ihea t) 2 

(Barley) 

(Oats) 2 

(" ) 1 

(Rye) 13 

7+2f 

(Vetch) 5+,3f 

" ) 1 

(Pea) 2 

U'umitol'Y) 1 

f " fragment 


