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EETORT ON A SOTL AT IRSWTCH, SUTFOLE By Helen C W Keeley and R Hacphail

During the early part of 1978 excavabions were carried out hy the Suffolk

Avchaeological Unit of part of the Saxon fown of Ipswich, A soil profile

wag exposed below the occupation depositey which was thought to represent
the original =oil prior to ocoupation of fhe site, and this has been

examined and sampled hy H Keeley, Tenition and particle sizne nnalysis

were carried oul on the ssmples hy R Wacphaill,
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The €0il was developed on sands and gravele and was well-drained (motties
were absent), 1 Lo & oms wes hrowm (10VR5/3) noderately frisbhle medium
gand with w oealo medins aubanglor ook y atryetvre, containing common
charcoal and burmt elay fragmente, Honts were abacsnl hut Lthere wvere

traces of esrthworm notivity., SDhonen wers common, 5?&V01.$0 nmnl], rornded
and angular flint pebhles, & to P0 amg was dark yellowish Hrown (1OY93/4)

straeturaless, friable medinn gand acontrining abondenth atoves, srvavel fo

medinm, Roobn wera shuenlk,
Relow 20 cme wan yellowich hrown (10YRG/G) friphle, shmciurelens medivm sand

and sravel containing mare cloy Bhon overalying horizons, Siones were abundant

aravel to medinm,
Samples wera ionibed ond losg on dgvdtion fonnd fo b frivl yoconatand

¥ .t - A . . g . v
{renge 1.400-10 mean 1.0257Y, Trnition colonrs indierted bhet sample T
B . . y oty
war Teas 3rom-riat {eankainines: phoud 0,13 e 0,100 '*‘ﬁ) thon anmples TT, Ty
Y .~ - - -

or IV (‘:!hi. mhoammbo ined saprovinetely 0015 Lo 0,100 'k‘r"s.) .




These figures are the result of comparing the Tpawich samples with ignited
so0il samples of know Fa content,

Results of marticle size analysis were as Tollows: -

Sample number % Clay & ailt 4 Sand

) 2 ' 8 o 90

T 5 10 85

) TIT > 7 91
Y 10 3 87

The soil texture is therefore Tine $0 medinm sand; fThe =11+t Craction is
mainly dominated by coarse silt, The lowest horizon (sample TV) contzined
noticeably more olny than thome above,

On Inihisl examination the soll sechion apresred to represent a Srunented
profiia of a =011 showing evidence of podeniidation, The ignition colonrs
tend to confirm this = the npner horizon abow airma of eluvi ation, The A
horizon may have been incorporated into the overlying occopation depositae And

the upper layer of the tranaried profile also ghows disturbance,




