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Very little animal bone was excavated from the 19th century site of 

Hampton Court(cgu site 12), There are however a few points of interest 

which are summarized in the followinp; account. 

METHODS 

"The bone was examined at the Department of Environment •s Ancient Monuments 

Laboratory in London according to the methods detailed hy Jones (1974). 

Sieving was used to extract the smaller bones and frequent use was made of 

the reference bone collection in the Laboratory, The data were fed as 

punched paper tape into a computer (Honeywell Timesharinr: Service) and 

displayed in archival catalopues. 

RESUL'm 

Table 1 presents the ra>~ data sorted, both to species and anatomy. Of a 

total of 182 bones recorded, 46.7% w"re measured at least once. All hut 

2 bones were mammalian iE oridn and onl:v 3 could not he identified either 

by anatomy or species. Dol' bones (Canis sp) 1·1ere clearly the most common. 

Hhole Skeletons 

Dor::bone~ .were over-represented at Hampton Court because of the presenr.e 

of two almost complete dol" skeletons. Jndf"inl" hy the lack of baculum or 

sa{'ittal .crest both dop-s wer" female. They 11ere intermediate in size bet:1ee>. 

the modern breeds of toy and miniature poodle b1t neither could be assi.nnerl 

to a particul13.r breed. Left and ri{'ht h•>meruc., femur, and tibia of a verv 

younl", posshily foetal dor' "''I'" found (PlHte 1 ). Some bones from a c~J.t 

skeleton (Felis sp) were P.lso <lisrover8rl. ~11 dor a1'd oat hones Oli'lle from 

one context and it seP.ms possi''l" that this ;r.o.s a trailitional burial 

l':round for pete. 



. 

Butcherv 

Butcher:,r marks HP.re Gammon on t}·,ose ar:ima1s used for food such as ovicaprid 

(OviiCaura ~r) ann cattlP (nos sp) but ahsen~on the species p-enerally 

kept as nets. Butch~r:v marks Hrem found on a rabbit femur (Oryctolai"Us 

C<lJ<iculus) B.>1d cPrtnin bones JahP.]led cattle-sized and sheep-sized, In 

total 17 r.o'1es had knife and 8 bad chop marks, No burnt bone or sawinr 

Patho~ 

'l'',e dor and r:at bones provirled all the patholci'Y• Plate 2 demonstrates 

a·oscessi!·.r' and ante mortum loss of several of the teeth in a cat mandible, 

Botr. of the doo- skulls shm-1ed ante mortnm tooth loss and in one of these 

were ante mort•"m oreaks of the rip-ht second premolar and the left first 

ao.d second incisor. 'l'Ho dor- humeriexhibited slirht exostoses and there 

was eburnation on th<e ulna of a cat. '!'he most dramatic patholorzy came 

from thP left radius ru1d ulne of a dop-, Plate 3 shows how these two bones 

have fused top-ether in several places possibly followinr, a traumatic 

inju~ such as a fracture. 'l'heee two bones are normally separate in the 

rloP to allow a certain dP.I'ree of rotation about the joint. The injury • 

must have reduced the mobility of the individual quite considerably but 

• 
was probably not fatal, 
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LIST OF FLATES 

PLATE. 1: Left and right humerus, femur, and tibia of immature dog. 

PLATE 2: Left mandible of cat viewed from above showing absoessing and ante 
• 

mortum loss of oertain teeth. 

PLA'IE 3: Left radius and ulna of a dog viewed latera.ll;y,showi!)g pointe of 

fusion, 
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