
~ 111 .... 

rlZ .. S.··.~ ............ . ~.-'.2_ J 
PETIWLOGY OF CEWI'AIN SEVlmN VALJ,gy \IAW~ l'ABRICS 

D.P. Williams, Ph.D., 

(DOl<: Cer~_mic Petrology Project) 

Department of Archaeology, University ()f Southampton 

.l!:Ltroih:c tion 

Nine sherds of what is generally described as Roman Severn 

Valley ware "ere suhmi tted f.rom Kenchester alC;:~:::~or 
~~ ~ 

petrological examination in thin section under th'~-'polarizing 

nicrosco])e. The object of the analysis ',{?S tV'ofold I (1) to 

determine whether sli.ght macroscopic diff."rences betw"'en s(w)!! 

of th"" sherds is sii:nificant, and (2) to try to estahli sh 

whether the l)ottery ,mg heing product'!d at different geographic3.1 

loc~tions or merely represen"Ls small variations frOM (Ine c~rltre. 

Th~ results of the analysis arB listed bela" with a description 

of the fabrics. }[unsell colour charts are referred to together 

with free descriptive terms. 

Kene he st,er 

1. HWCM H51 RID. Soft. fairly SP'Il)oth fabric, reddish-yellow 

(5YR 6/6) surfaces, dark hrmm core, 

Thin sectioning ShOlf1l nUMerous suhangular grains of quartz, 

some· up to O.60mT1. across, hut most falling in the ramge 0.10-

.30mro., and small piece,; of iron ore, 
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West Gate 19 u/s RIC. Small 1.owl or dish. Soft smooth fabric, 

reddish-yellow (5YlG 7/8) throughout,. 

mICH 119 1',23(, rnc. Everte,l-rimUled jar, Soft smooth fahric, 

reddish-yellow (5Y!~ 7/6) thronghout. 

Both shards are in a very fine-textured micaceous fahric. Thin 

sectioning shows a fine-grained matrix containing n1leJerous 

subangular quartz grll.ins, average size 0.05-,1 Ornm •• ~.nd many 

small flecks of whit~ mica. 

4. INCH 119 4425126 InA. Fairly soft smooth fll.bric, vi th frequent 

ve3icle~ where ('/) V'egetahle matter has burnt out durin!,: firing. 

Light red (205 YR) surfaces, light grey core, 

5. IniCM 119 827 RIB. Fairly soft slightly smooth fabric, reddish­

yellow (5Y!~ 6/8) surfaces, light grey core. 

In thin section hoth sh~rds revei1.1 .numerous subanr;ular quartz 

gra-ins, avera.g'" !)ize O,10-.40Mm., flecks of mica, iron ore, 

some a1'gilln,ceou3 material n,nd fragments of medium-coarse 

sandstQne. 

Worcester 

6. WS 76 1498 Pahric 25. Hartl moderately smooth fabric, displaying 

frequent vesicles where (7) vegetable- matter has burnt out. 

Ueddish-yellow (7.5 TIl. 6/6) surfaces and light grey core. 

7. 'is 76 1498 :b'abric 23. Hard Rmooth slightly micaceous frubric, 

reddish-yellow (5Th 7/6) surfaces, light red core. 

In thin sectio>n both sherds contain numerous !lubangular quartz 

grains, average size. 0.10-.20mr.l., fleck ... of mica, a certain 

amount of iron ore and argillaceous material and SOiUe fragments 

of medium-coarse sandstone. 
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vs 76 1625 Pabric 35. Very hard glightly rough fabric, greyish-, 

br<twn (10Y11. 5/2) outside gurface, deep red inside surface and 

core o 

9. WS 76 1498 Pabric 23/25. Hard smooth slightly micaceous fabric, 

pink (SYR 7/4) throughout. 

Thin sectioning shows that both sherds contain a scatter of 

subangular quartz grains, average size 0.OS-15mrn., rad iron 

IiIre, a little argillaceous material and fragorents of a fine-

grained sandstone. 

DiscllSS~ 

Tha above analysis shows that overall the saPll'le(l sher(ls 

of Severn Valley ware are clearly not homogeneous in their 

rCS1)Cctive range of inclusions, and as a c"nne'luence of this 

probahly (10 not represent the output ,,:I' a single centre. SfilUples 

4 and 5 from Kenchester and 6 and 7 from Worcester are fairly 

similar in thin section, however, and there may be a connection 

bet\fCHHt them. 

The distrihution of Severn Vfilley "are products occnrs 

throughout the Severn Basin and a number of kno~1Il or suspected 

kilns making this pottery have been discovered in the ragion 

(Ve bster, 1976). Unfort,unate ly, the type of inclusions present 

in the r:enchestcr and 'rlorcester saMples are camparativ~ly 

common in this area and so it is not possible to suggest likely 

sources fCH the sher(ls. However, this small programme of work 

does give a slight indication that it may prove to he a 

worth1fhile exercise at sorne stage -in the future to analyse Material 



from the knolm kiln sites for Severn Valley ware to se" if 

it is possible to characterize the texture of the fabrics 

for each production centre. 
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