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PETROLOGY OF NlWJ,ITI!IC POTTimY FI10N SUI'li3tffiGH Aml'OitT, 

SllliTLAllll 

D.P. Williams, Ph.D., 

(DOE Ceramic retrology Project) 

DepartM!!nt of Ar_chn.eology, University of South11.mpton 

SaMples from the three vessels were ex11.mined in thin section 

under the petrologicR.l microscop~. 

The two sherds SD 57 and SD 59 both contain fragment!! nf 

sandstone, numerous (lis crete p,rn.ins of subanguln.r quR.rtz R.nd some 

mica, Snmburgh Airport lies on Old Ued Sandstone deposits, and 

so a local source for the pottery would be in keeping with the 

petrology. 

The sh!!rd SD 58 !l.JlJlears to be different from the other two, 

c&ntaining frequent fragnents of micaceous schist and l'hylli te, 

large grains of micR. 11.nd pl11.gioclase felspar, some fragments of 

sandstone and nuVIerous discrete grains of subaneulR.r qtmrtz, 

The likely source of this material is difficult to predict, 

Large areas of metamorphic rocks cover much of the Shetlands, 

the nearest deposits to the find-site occur on· the western side 

of the Bay of Quenda.le, However, the variety of inclusions 

present might 11uggest instead the use of Boulder Clay, d~posits 

of which lie about a. mile north of the Airport. 
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DOE CERAMIC PETROLOGY PROJECT. 

DEX'ARTMENT Ol" ARCI-i.I'.EOLOGY, UNIVERSITY Ol" SOUTHAMPTON 
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Application for petrological analysis 
·-'· 

John w. Hedges 

INSTITUTION North of Scotland Archaeological Services, Binscarth House, 
· · · Finstownt.. Orkney,'b 
* DESCRI!·'TION OF l'OTT.t.RY AN ST:?,ATIFICATION DETAILS 

Sherds- SD 571 59 and 58 representing the. remains of three pots found together 
with the remains of 18 individuals in a JCB trench on Sumburgh Airport, Shetland. 
Parts of each of these pots were stratified and their shape together with a Cl4 
date point to the deposit being Neolithic 
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. "AIM OF ANALYSIS 

In order to establish whether the pots are. of local manufacture and whether the 

clay source could be very localised. : 
' f: . 
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. . * ::::OMI'ARA TIVE MATERIAL J.. VAILAB LE. (i.·e. scope of intended programme, 

. . ' 

will other, associated, material be collected and. Rubmifted for comparison ? ) 

This is the first definitely Heolithic pottery of any size and shape to be found. 

Relatea work has been done on Neolithic samples from Orkney. 
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>1UMBER OF ANALYSES ANTICil'ATED 
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' · Three, ·.as detailed above. 

* Please. submit further sheets if necessary 


