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Two pollen spectra have been counted from the Cromwell lireen section of sediment,
and the followiny main veogetational types can be deduced from these first results:

watlanqmggggtatioqi a}der/oak cCarr.

onk i3 the most abundant tree polilen, and with the record of alder would be likaly
to havo grown in rather Logsy woodland which by its very nature tends to be well
ropresanted in pollen diagrams taken from the remains of cuch boga. The wredominanc
of oak rather than of alder in this case suggests that the conditions may mot have
ag welt ap some uldar/ouk carr deduced from pollen records, The vegetational
underslory is representod by plants like sedges, which are abun:idant in one cample,
Sparganium (bur~reed), water lily and possibly lris (yellow Tlag). Damp crasey

vezetation 18 also probable, with zrasses and Filipendula (moadowsweet).

The records from Gramineae {grasses), Compoéituo (e.g. daisies and dandelions),
Plantazo (plantain), ftumex (dock) and Trifolium (clover) swur-est thal there was
grassland somewhere in Lho vicinity, althoush it is nol pogsible to tell rrom Lhe
pollen racord how much of the land was taken up by this, or hou close to the
gampling site 14 wau., This prassland would almost certainly owe its presence to
grazing pressure from animalg preventings the regeneration o woodland, and such
grazine would most probably have come $rown domesticates such as cattlo,

More disturbed land 15 sugrrgsted by the presence of weed records such as
Chenopodiaceae (goosefoot), rolygonum convelvulus (bindweod), Urtic. (nettle),

antt disturbance for cultivation by the presence of cercal type polilen and a
b i

i
ponsible record from Sentaurea cyanus (cornflower).

Dry land vegetation; wvoodland.

There are some signs of the original woodland of Tilia (lime) uercus (oak) and
Ulmus (elm) that would have clad most of the British landscape, but thesa are
Yather slight showing that the woodland present at the time in cucstion i only

a relic of the original forest. There is also a record of Carpinus (hornbeam),
and the Corylus (hazol) noted would probably have been an understory to the
forest, or growing at its margins,

Another type of woodland represented is Fagus {(veech), a relative latecomer to
Britain which 18 not part of oud original forests, sumresting thal by this staze
there was besch woodland growing in some suitable places into which it had spread,

Paerhaps encomraged by the clearance of the former impenetrable lime torests .



The record of VFraxinus {ash) is also indicative of regensrating woodland
with the more open conditions in which the light-demanding ash treea would
flourish, and the Sambucus {elder) is a shrub which also needs light, and often

arows in places near settlemaentm.

Data

The rather ocomplete [orest clearance, with secondary woodland like beech present

deduced from these pellen spectra can be compared with the uppor part of fthe
pollen diagram from Hampstead Heath in whioh the whole succession can be sgen
clearly (Girling & Greig 1977). "This staze appears to be reaohed about Lho time
of the Iron Ago, as seen in the dated pollen diagram from Crosby Warren, lLincs
{Rolland, 1975), but there are no comparable dated pollen diasgrams from the

gsouth of kngland,
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