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A ltEPORT ON POLLr:N :3h:U'PHA !<'HOM CROM\fELL GH~N 1 LONDON. 

Two pollen spectra h:lve lwon countBd from the Uromlofell iireen section of sadimeHt, 

and tho followin•i main vo;0otntional types can bo deduct'd from tl1eoe first roc;ultuz 

_!!.<!_t lnnc!__~_&_e ta t_i. on J. a! do r/ oak carr. 

oak is the most aGurutant tree pollun, and with tho record or alder would bo likely 

to ha.vo gro1·rn in rnther Do,·r~Y WO(Jdland which by its ver,y n;.tture tends to be well 

represented in pollen dLJ.gTi\lnB ta!zen from the rouw.ins of such bo1~s. 'Phe lJ1"edom1nanc 

of oak rather than of aldor in thin case suggosts th~\t tb(:: GOtl<litiono rnay mot have 

as wet aa sumo Rlcior/oak c<Lrr deduced from pollen records, 'Plw vegetational 

understory i.s reprosentod by plants liko sedges, winch 11re abun !ant in ono uarnplo, 

Sparg:aniUJl} (bu.r-roecl) 1 waLer lil.v and possibl.Y lris (.vellow flag). Dar•IJl 1;rass.v 

ve,r_-(otation is also prob:tbla, w tth 1r,rassos and Fi~j._E__~l}_?_':!:_l_~ (rnoadowawuet). 

llry_)_a_n_<l._._':':_e_c;_(3_t<dj_<:>!.'. 1 mu ad o;t s iltld "rab lo 1 and. 

'rho records from Gra1111noaf;t (1>':rauHen), Coropositao (e.g. daisies i.lnd dawialionn), 

£l~_ntap·o ( pla.n tn.in), !i.':l!t~e-~ (dock) n.nJ .~!f_\_t~s:l_i_u~ (clover) r:u,·~ 7U:Ji t!,al. t.horu HaB 

p;ra.sslnnd oome'•fhere in Lho VlClnity, althou;~h it iB nut IH)B:.;ible to toll l'rorn the 

pollen rocord hovr mueh or t.11e lanU wa.s taken up by thiB, oP ho\1 eJo:;e to tho 

Bamplin,<.~ S:i te it ifH.U• rphiu I_~J'aSsland. WOUld fllffiOSt. COJ'tfl.lnl,y 0\>IH its presence to 

grazinr~ prsssnra from an 11na.ls preven tin,; th8 rer,-ene ration o i' Hood land, <tnd uucll 

gt'a.?.in,r: lfould most prob:_tb1;v have como ,frotn domesticates ~_;1JC\1 as c:tttlo .. 

".~ More t\istu!'l1ed Lnul 1~-:; ~_;11,<; ~o~;tud by tlw preoenco of weed rec:o1·J.~_; ~~uc;h as 
J 

;· Uhenopodinceae ~;r,oo~>efoot), ~(?_l_E<l_f!~!!.... ... 2..'-:..'2..':~:gJ~t;1}~ (bjwhTocd), ~rtl(~;~ ~uutttu), 

anrl disturbance f'o1· cult1va.t~on by the presence of cerea1 t,Vl)O tJOllen nnd a 

po:-;uiblo rocord fro10 Cent~~u_r_e_~~ _<~_c:~l:!_~~ ·(cornflower). 

Dry land VO_&'o'_tat_io~ j \fOOd Ltnd. 

'l'hero are somo signs of thl) original ... ,oodland of Tilia (lime) _2:!0rcus (oak) an,J 

Ulmus (elm) that would have clad rnost of the British lanclocapc 1 but the~a are 

:!lather l'lli"ht shmtin~; that the woodland present at the t1me in <:uo.•tion iu only 

a relic of the ori~;1nal forest. There is also a record of Carpi_~ (hornbeam), 

and the Coryl~ (hazol) noted would probably have been an undai's+.o,·.v to the 

Another type of wood,\,,nHl represented J.S Fagus (beach), a relative latecomer to 

Uri tain which 1s not part of ou:b ori~inal forests, su,.-~.~entin,'~ that by thu; Gt<L..;e 

there was berwh 1-IOOdland growing in some suitable places into Hl1ich it had spruad, 

Perhaps encoll!ra~;ed b.Y tile clearance of the former impenetrable lime forests , 



Tho record of l•'raxinuE (ash) is also indicative of regenerating woodland 

\lith the more open corHlltionu in whi.oh the lir;ht-domandinl; ash trees would 

flourioh, and the :>ambuous ( el<ler) is a shrub whiol1 also needs light, and often 

grO'If6 .in places near settlements. 

~ 
'l'ha rather complete forest cloaranoo, with secondary wood land l iko beech preaont 

deduced from thouo poll on spectra can bo compared with tho uppor part of tho 

pollen diagram from Hampstead Heath 1n 11hiob the whole suooeEJBlon can bo Been 

clearly (Girl;i.na; & Greig 1977). This sta1t,e appears to be roached about iho t1mo 

of the Iron Atso, ar< soon in the dated pollen diagram from Crosby PI arran, Linoe 

(Holland, 1975), but there are no comparable dated po.llon rlia,o;rama from tho 

south of Jo;ngland, 

He fore noes: --·-----
Girling 1 M. &: Greig, J. (1':)77), 1'alaeoecolo1;1oal investir;ations of a uite at 

Hmnpstead Heath, London. Nature 268 45-7. 

Holland, S.l4. (1975), Pollen analytical investigations at Crosby Warren, 

Linoolnsh:ilre in tho vicinity of tho Iron Ago and Hornano-llri tish settlerne nt 

of Dragonby. Journal of' Archaeolor:ical Sc t8nce 2 353-64. 


