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D.P. Villinrus, Fh.D., 

(DO~ Ceramic Fetrnlnp'y Project) 

Del,a.rtNent of Al'chn.eolocy, Univerllity of Southarn1,toll 

Sl\.raplOIl for p"t)'olClj(icl\.l eX:I.I'lilla.tioli vere IIUllllli t'tod 

fro~1 forty-six out of th .. torty-uven itlentified vesselll 

1.\, ,1:i 11 \.i ea.tnlogue. The re~laillil\g vellllel (no.1 0) VA. 

I'..,,' ·",,;.tr<l . too "Ml\.ll 1\ IIhel'd to allev an adoqua.t .. 

lIect,ioned und. stu(liec1 under the rolal'izillll r.licreacol,e. 

This allowed a livision intu riv~ Crou,s bl\.sed on the 

principa.l types of incillsion!! present in the pottery. 

Grpup 1 l,2,J,~,5,6,7,R,9,1~,14,16,17,18,19,20,21,22,~3, 

24,2~,26,2R,29,30,)l,32,33,34,35,)6,37,3R,J9,42. 

The ,(ll,illcil'Jl.l illclusionll CUllSiat of irregular fragments of 

,lhl(;stolle, Ir'liit" crystals (If cn.lcitf!, cek.olIonly in the f(lrl'l 

of rhoml,. vi th IIha.rp I\Uglell, I\.nd l'Ie(li\Ul-gra.ineci II a.ndll tOllll • 

Aillo prllller..t II.re fAirly fre~uent (lrll.i"nll at qUlI.rtz, I\nd in 

1I01~e of the IIl\l'Iploll I\. scatter (If lIiltllt.ne grainll. 

Oryuu 2 13,15,41. 

~hi.s s!~a.ll g.rou1' is fAirly IIil'lilAr to the provicHlII one, 

except that it apvea.rll to lack inclullions of .andstone. 
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\ri th .. little ail t.atonc !\nd qllart~ arains. 

These tve .. alllples ... n cllaract,"l"iJltld l\y 11\.1'6" inclulliolls ot 

what. apI" .. rs t.o be 'rellh IIhell. Alao l,l"eunt .. re a tew 

111111.11 l'ra.gMttnt.. ot sftndstone a.lld s""e qua.rtz grains. 

Grolm 5 ,7. 

, The dhtiuguillhina ttll\ture ot thill .heri!. ill the pr8l<eno. 

ot lfol·r." IP"n.inll ,It biotit.tl Nica. lIcattered throug;I('lIt thtl 

clay matrix, Abo prellent n.re linelltone, clI.lcite, Sl\llclstone 

and qUln"tz grains. 

Vi"puasipn 

The "l1j eri ty of the llottlll"y recovered trelll IlIbhter 

ellalllbered tell\) ill tIt the Unl<l;nJl 'oll\re !;YjJ&. O .. ly two veuels 

nOli t, be outside t:lill tracU tion, 1I01l. 44 and 45 (thought 

, 

to be Grooved Yare ill the ca.talogue), and it lIlay be lIil1nific/l.nt 

t.lul.t t.hese so.r~pl"s contain flhell, cUlItinguishing thorn troD! 

the ether sherdll. The JIIajority or the Unstn.n VlI.re IIl\1!lplell 

contain a perlllutation ot lil~elltone, caloi te and 15 o.n<ls tone , 

all .r vhich oan be obtdned in the vioinity et lsbillter 

(Hykura,19"lG, 78) , /l.nd supports tho suggested IItylis tic 

hOlAo~en",ity e1' the groul) (llee Henllhal1 ,p.14). It is possihle 

that the Liotite present in 110.2; was (Ie rived trolD 

th. 10ca.l Boulder Clay deposits, Bince the sherd also 

o.ntain. tho ._e l"a.nge fit ill\:lullions as the .ther ..... p1.1I. 

, . 



I 

. . 

-3-

l'etrolor,innl nnn.1Ylli" of UnRtn.n Vare l)(~ttcry frol'l five 

Orcndian chambcred tomhll, Dln.ckhlJ.l'IIllltr, Rowiogar, Tniverso 

Tuick and Unstn.n (l'heIBillter, 1942), am1 now Isbister, has 

not sucnestud othor thlU\ a local source for the l'ottery in 

each case. The tYl)O of inclusionll present have all been 

within the range ot rnw materinls local to the tind-Bite-s. 

This situu.tion contrasts with the results of the only 

potrological analysis to be made on Grooved Vare pottery 

trom a chambored tOMh, that ot uuanterness 011 Mainland 

(Vi 11 iams, torthcol'lillg a~ ... dctl\iletl examination of the 

pottery from ~ul\ntcrnf!ss SUIlI!Olltll thlJ.t a number of Grooved 

Yare vossolll IIhow every likelihood of being made lIome 

distance from the tOMb. Thill nlllo appoars to be true for 

Grooved Yare l,ottery from the settlement site of Skara 

nr •• e, where the wl"i tcr 1I11.!1 roltnd IIOl'le vessels which contain 

inclusions lik91y to h~ non-local. At the Unstan VaTe site 

ot Knap 01' Howar, howover, it seems that the pottery was 

made exclusively froM local materials (Williams,forthcoming h) • 

The results so far n.chicvcd frOM petrological analysis 

ot Neolithic pottery trom the Orknoys.would appear to 

indicate a movement ot Grooved Vare pottery not at present 

recognized tor Unstan Yare. Obviously more work needs to 

be carried out on both types of ware and local clay depolli ts 

betore tirm conclusion. can b. reached. It is worth pointing 

out tor instance that in the cnse ot Isbister, Rousay Pln.gs 

and Boulder Clny del)oaita cover much of the southorn halt 

of South Ronaldsay, nnd 80 it is possible that pottery 

mnde in one part ot the I.land m~y appear petrologically 
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similar to that ma(le from tho same common IMtorio.ls some 

distance away in another part at the Island. 

• Iykura, V. 

Villiams, D.P. 

Villiams, D.P. 

l'hemhter, J. 

(1976) Or!\ngv I\Od flbethod (Edinb\lrgh,1976) • 

(forthcol'lillr"a) 'Appendix D. Petrological 

I\.llalysill at pottery', in Rentrev, I..C., 

lnYfRtirrntinn~ in Orkney (torthcoming). 

(rorthcoming, b) I)'etrological AnAlysis ot 

Unlltan Vare pottery trom Knap ot Ilovar', 

i I'it l • " t . t I' , n • c.p.c, A., .,>:~nv" ·1001'!\ -n"p n 

!Iow1\r. OrhOl?j: (rorthcoming). 

(1942) 'ILC1)Ort Qn samples of Neolithic 

pottery trop! Scottish lIites', }'3AS, 76 

(1942),1)1-132 • 


