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Animal Bone {from R17 feature 1972, Cousewayed Rine Ditch

These bones came from the vrimary silt and fill of a cousewayed ring ditch dated
at approximately 2,700 + 2350 bc,

Primary S5ilt

In layer{l902 were two antlers from red deer, Cervus elaphus. A left antler , shed,
almost whole, and from a stag with brow, bez and trez tines and two top tines
(probably c¢. 4 years) could have been & pair with the one sent for 14 C datine from
this layer, althcugh it i3 more likely that they were from separate individuals as
they were }'ii"'k"d up from the grpund.

Layer (J975 contained a metatarsal fragment from a lamb or kid - either newborn
or a foetus and a longbone fragment from a large ma mmal. These were slightly
eroded unlike the well-preserved antlers.

La ex(?:'_j‘z_ (Neolithic by pottery)
This contaliied the following fragmeonts none of which we re measurable. All were
well-preserved except for one large ungulate longbone fragment,

Red deer. antler tine ‘
Iiorse small frapment of mandible

Nip loweyx incisor tooth

Cattle fragments of ulna, metatarsal, lower 3rd premolar
Sheep or goat lower lst molar, tibia

Dog cervical veytebra and femur

Unidentifiable sheep-sized mammal 9 {xapments

Unidentifiable larre mammal (probably hovse or cattle) 20 fragments

Apart from one small shkull fracinent and a piece of unfused enivhysis - both of large
maminial size -~ all ageable material was {rom mature animals. The sheep/goat
tibia had been gnawed - probably by a dog.

Layer\c2id-

ﬁihgs contained another antler but this tirme from an animal found dead or killed as
part of tiic skull was attached. Probably it was a left antler, the lower hall only
was present with brow, bez and trez tines ~ sungesting by its appearance a stag
of at least 4 vears. This antler went {or 14 C dating.

Secondary Iill '
Lnyer(\‘%biﬁ?,‘ produced a red deer antler tine with slight surface ewsion,

Unper {ill '

Layer (1Y0l contained a rib fragment of cattle~sized mammal, quite badly eroded,
and a longhone fragment of a sheep~sized mammal. Layer. 2962 produced a slightly
crodedunidentifiable fragment of a cattle-sized mammal.

N. B, We carlier looked at a worked antler of red deer from featurel 5253,! layer

£976; sample nos 14L7 )
' In addition wve saw somePones of cattle { a skull with amall horn cores

and 2 mandible fragments) and ho¥se (mandible fragme.nt) from the primary silr of
the main ditch, I'5, sample\lé?é‘that were sent for 14 C dating.
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R3¢ 7?Middle Dronme Age Ring Ditch

The frarment from fenfure'?lf), laver ff}\,wrr_s en watdentifinble ricce from o Inrge mommal
and that 1rom l'ea.ture{zjﬁ, loyeri2’: a totally unidentifiable bone iragment - both were

- very badly eroded,

R363 Ring Ditch « V'robably Bronze Ape

All the bones from this site were badly eroded like the f ragmments from R30, There is
little evidence from them and they ave best listed;

Upner Ditch I'ill;

Layer (7 Radius and tibia fragments of a large unidentifizble nrummal
Layer {73 This is not a Lone and may be a fossil

Layer i%) Unidentifiable fragment only

Min To i;-ﬁof _Q_@t ch

La%rw‘@w X cattic upper molare from the same jaw
Fragments of a pig jaw

Both, these animals were adult in that the catle molors were all in wear and the

pig all its premolars in wear but the amount of tooth \mg&h%u}d}}p he assesced,
v . . . N [ AT .

The edult bones with teath would probably scrvive boder va thacn o fitearion “where

therc was obviously a lot of leaching alihouph there is Some erosion of hone in

n it v

site R 17 of the M3 motorway excavaiions and yet some tninature bones survive.

Forest Ditch IMjil (Frobably mediaeval or nostermediaeval)

Layer 25/ containzd a well-~reserved rmansurable scapula of sheep quite unkike the

. . . 4
Bronze Age bones in its state of preservation.

The -g/aawts %ew\ all B suns have been recorded Os 'tm,u«t o{l
owr Compuber ~bazed dato baunk aund M datonds owe ol
the Foumed Remoins Prgrect . |
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