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This report describes the method of cleaning freshly exoavated \'/all 
plaster fragments from Maison Dieu, Faversham, Kent. 
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Introduction 

The ~/all plaster fragments from Maison Dieu, Kent were excavated by a 
central ~xcavation lIni t team in 19'1:.1 under the direction of Mr George Smith. 
The plaster fragments consisted in the main of 3 distinct layers, (i) a buff 
granular support, (ii) a ,Ihi te plaster ground, (iii) a paint layer. Careful 
examination under a binocular microscope revealed that the decorative lines 
generally of red pigment were applied on to the plaster surfaces by brush 
strokes. Several fra'9nents ~Iere extremely friable to handle and only a few 
joins were found. 

Surface dirt covered most of the fragments and it lias therefore decided to 
remove this layer in order to clari~ the design. 

Several test solutions ~Iere applied in inconspicuous places and the follOlring 
method of cleaning Has chosen to be the most effective. 

CleallinlL ?ft_lle ~ecorative_\"la:l~plasteI'fr'a~~,,-t~ 

A solution of ammonium acetate (Appendix 1a) Has applied to the surface by 
gently rolling cotton Hool sHabs, held on ,/ooden sticks, moistened in the solution. 
The colour lias not fugi ti ve to this solution. 

The surfaces ~lere then rinsed .Ii th cotton wool s~labs moistened in acetene 
and allo~/ed to dry, 

The joins were stuck with a solution of polyvinyl alcohol. Appendix 1(a). 

M. A. K'nUsoVl. 

Feb .... tA.OVy' I'll "'l. 



Appendix 1 

a. Ammoniwn Acetate. A solution of Acetic Acid in Ammonia mixed together until 
a neutral PI! reading is reached. Por clea.ning low fired ceramics, plaster etc 
~Ii th a brush and removed wi th acetene. 

b. Polyvinyl Alcohol. Por impregnating or joining objects where a change in 
tone ~lOuld be undesirable ie unbaked cla,y or painted objects. 
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