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The total nUr:lber of identifiable sreciw:ms was 210 and the zl'ccies ,~.,....r;."'0!r-'.;: ? 

1~ .... 1,;; .... 

with the minimum number of individuals of each shown in brackets, Y,'erc co.:ctle (i,), 

sheer (6), pie (2), horse (2), doe (3) and red deer (2). Tllcre Via:; ii1 ~;.CiUi tioY'1 

one lower third molar which was probably from wild boar and one canid r;-,anoiblc \'::',ic: 

might be Vlolf •. 

Cattle 

The measurable specimens were ,. 

Humerus - distc.l width 63 (1) 

Radius • proximal "ddth 64 (1) 

Metacarral - t.l. 179. r.1'1. 49. m.s.d. 27. d.Vi. 52. :It. 107 C;:\8. 1;.2 ins, 

Calcaneum - total length 126 (1) 

Astraculus - lateral length 58-61 (3) 

Prox. Phalanees - p ."1. 22-28 (5) 

Lower third molar - length 40 

Tibia - distal widtl1 47-50 (2) 

t.l. ~ total length 

m.s.d. = mid shaft diameter 

T?oYlo :: proxirJal Y/idth 

d.w. =: distal width 

The numbers in brackets indicate the number of sllccimens measared. 

l\'Leasurements are in millimetres ano extremities of bones axe men.su~~ed uc::occ 

articular surfaces. Shouloer heiGht is derived by tlle" wethod of Focl(. (3). 

These -dimensions are typical of the SI:X111 Iron J.\Ce cattlet (1;.) .. ul thou,:,,'h 

the 40 rom. lower third molar is unus,-<u11y lur[,,,, and wo.s perho.l's tirut of 0. bull. 

Sheep 

The measurable bones indicated smo.ll slender animals. 

Humerus d.w. 25-28 (6) Radius p.W$ 24-26 (5) 

Tibia d.w. 20 11 \ I, / 

l,letucarpal t .1. 117 p.w. 19 n .. s.d .. 10 

Ri£; 
The total number of srecimens was only twenty five =d they were ve).;; 

fraemented. ~'here were three lower third molars (leneths 30, 32 o.nd 41 mn). 

It is possible that the 41 t1l\1. s]18cimen, which was very heavily worn, was from 

a wild boar. J30nes and teeth of wild and domesticated pig are, ri[;~1tly or 

wrongly, distinguished by size but 

dimensions. Clason, in her study 

there is considerable overlap in the 

of the prehistoric fauna of Holland, re~rds 

any lOVier third molar of more than 40 mill .• as being that of wild boar. 
I, , 
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~1e only complete long bone, out of a total of nineteen specimens, indicates 

an animal of about 13 hands, about the usual size for Iron Ace ponies. (4). 

The measurable specimens were: 

t"l~ p.w. m.sod. d .. w~ 

Radius 306 69 

Tibia 

33 58 

54 

50 

39 ANC!~i.JY Hr"" I",-','W , . hcx. Pho.lanx 79 
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1'here were onlJ' three cc.nid specililens, all L,~ndibles. 

The dimensions were: 

IJcn,,::th of tooth-rov} 

" 11 cn.rDassio'l 

76 

23 22 

86 

25 
The two smaller mandibles are simil~,'..r to others .frou. tllC Iron I .. C'8 .::~r~(: C:-Te 

definitel~' of dog but the bic~st 1,1aS r:1~r~~edly Inrcer and fc..11s v/itl1in tile r': .... ~ 
v..J.. ... o.;;; 

ranee of the wolf. In the c.bsence of the skull, l::lrcc doC c...nd v.'olf, p[~rticulc..rly 

early dog'S, many of which m2.y vIell have been lXlrt wolf anYl,'lay, are not C.::1sy to 

distinguish co The teeth shovJed a slieht det;:ree of crovJdinC rJhich is D. cIlaracteris-

tic of the d0L16stic dog, out as it is not known to what extent tl1is feature is 

present in Vlolves (2) this was no help. 

Red ]Jeer provided only eiGht scral'py speciwens. 

Patholor;:y 

'fhe proximal articular surface of a bovine metatarsal showed deep erosion 

and pitting and the anterior portion bul.:;ed outwariis.. t,[lhis is a fairly co;:mon 

site for inflamrnatortJ lesions of this sort but in this case had l)Ossibly not been 

present for long because no fusion had occurred with the adjacent tarsal bone. 

Discussion 

The horse is often \'Iell represented on Iron Aee sites and it has boon 

sucgested (4) that durinG' this period it Yio..S not necessarily fully c1or.eztic:::..ted 

but at least feral and tbo..t, f~~om til:18 to tillie, ::coulJel-UTiG took I)l'::lce, ::,~u.itc:olc 

animals beinG rctaincu for traininG' ane: the rest slD.u[)ht0rea for food .. 

This ID~Y be the explanation of c,n. obse:r:vution from Grir.r~horl)e, .... J}:crc J[U'j;l:J~n 

and his colleae:;ues (5), expreGsin[~ CUrl\rise at the prominence of tIle horse, noted. 

that some were dead by 24 months of acre and Su[;rrested that tl1e:r were not solely 

draught animals. Presur.i.CLbly the number of such horses was more than could 

reasonably be explained by the bones in question being those of animo,ls vlhich 

had died a natural death, a catet"Ory for which alloYJance must alv.T .. ys be maGe 

especially on a farm as opposed to an urban or ritual site. 
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