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l'IQrtDria 

Very soft, srnoo~h fine-textured. fabric, much abraided, pinkish­

"Thite (l~un5ell 7.5YR S/-:>.) throughout, sometimes slightly bro,mish 

"ith a red-brown colour-coat \Thich only survive5 in tiny patche!'J. 

Trituration gritH: uediu~ to large-~ize dullish ,white quartz and' 

quartzite (soMe coloured grains), with a little flint (some 

coloured fragnents). 

Thin section study of tho fabric under the petrological r:licro~cope 

show~ frequent snaIl fragments of sCQi-coarse crystalline li~e~tone, 

. together \-rith a groundnass of CpHLrtz grains, under O,,05r'1l':l in 

size, and flecll~ af .mica, set in an anisotrepic matrix of bo.k~d clay. 

The r e d-brown slip, the rin-forms used and even the fine-

textured ~latrix n,ro clearly an atteMpt to reproduce mortRri~ 

of the tYl)C nade at naldon, Dorchester and e lscwhere in the 

Oxford region (Young,1977)o J\. nigrant potter could he involved 

hut not nccessarilyo 

,In a cldi tion to the sanple of Mortarium, a thin section 

examination was n,180 c onducted on three other vessels found 

at the site: two very fine-textured bowls, with a bright r~d 

(lOCI. 4/6) colour-coat, a.nd a r,rey-ware sherd. The s~cti{)n5 

from the two bowls proved to be similar in COMposition to th",t 
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of the rnortariun sample, if slightly More fine-textured. In 

contrast, the grey-uarc sample contains a. scatter of shattered 

quartz grains, in the,size:.·range o.20-.50rnm., set in an isotropic 

rnat1·ix of baltccl. clay •. Vith such common inclusions, it is not 

possible to 9CLY if the grey-ware sht'!rd is likely also to·be a 

local product. All that can reasonably be said ·at this stage 

is that it appears to have b~c-n made of a. different clay to the 

other samples, rather than .an unrefined Tersien of the cla.y used 

for the finer-textured vessels. 

Young, c. (1977) Tht'! Ron~n Pottery Industry of the Oxford 

Rc~ion D.A.R. 43 (1977). 
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