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BEESTON CASTLE - Human bone report ,Justine Ba,yley 

',i A./.I. Lah. 

Two adult s"eletons were examined. Ruth were :f!IJ.irly solid but were a 
little eroded,' especially at the articulations. "j" 

Burial 1 (BC 72 437 & 438) 

This s',eleton was found in a wooden coffin and is probably of 17th 
centuary date. It is nrobably male and aged 17-25,on the basis of, dental wear. 

The B',ull contained a large number of worni'l.an bones; 8 loose and 2 
T'artly fused ones in the lambdoid suture, one' in the, saggital suture and one 
T'arietal notch bone on the right side of the s',ull, ,,~here was also a roundish 
hole about 2cm across on the line of the lambdoid suture. The unper side of 
the hole (in the uarietal bone) is rather irregular in outline and ma,y 
represent the suture of another worm ian bone that has become eroded. The edge 
shows only a few small areas of cancellous bone. Bywa,yof contrast the lower 
edge of the hole is far more regular and shows cancellous tissue all round., 
'Ihe hole could have been made postmortem. ' "'" 
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'1'he dental formula is as follows:-
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LC = labial caries 
MC = medial 
DO : distal 
00 = occlusal 
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~'here vms slight evidence of lJeridontal disease and slight denosits 
of calculus on the teeth which also showed a medium ,amount of hypoplasia. 
11 anci 31 were rotated. There was slight overjet with the unner anterior 
teeth 00;:,1n" in front of the lower ones when the mandible was articulated. 

~'he maximUM estimated stature, u~ing Trotter,and Gleser's formulae for 
white American males is 166 em. (5'5"i: . , 

There is very little sign of degenerative joint disease (osteo­
arthritis), slight traces being visible on a few rib'shnd on a few thoraoic 
vertebrae. The arch of the first sacral vertebra is not ,fused. 

Burial 2 (BO 12 2144 & 2145) -­
<'. 

This B',eleton is of un',nown date. It is that of a male who died in his 
twenties. 

The Skull, like that of burial 1, contained m~ny worm ian bones. There 
are 7 in the lambdaje' C1l1ture ,mel 0'1": in the saggital suture. In addition 
there are 2 parietal notch boner; and 2 H'l'M",o-parietalossicles, one on ench 
Side, nnd an erinteric bone on the left side. ' ' 

The dental formula i.s:-
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T,:ere is very slight overjet of the upner teeth. Slight lwnonlasia 
is visib"" e Oil the first and second molara and slight calculus on most of 
the teeth. In ge_lleral l'eridontal disease is medium but it is severe in the 
region 01' l§ .qnd 7). The abscess associated wi th ~ may have healed. 

The maximum estimated stature is 176 cm; (5'9"5~) There is slight 
evidence of degenerative joint disease on the lower vertebrae and on some 
ribs. The hands ar~ also slightly affected. 

I am grateful to Dr. J. L. Price of the Royal Surrey County lIospi tal 
for the following radiology renort: 

" 'Ehere is corticated new bone formation on the outer mid shaft of the 
left femur. The original cortex is narrowed Vii th an' ill-defined outer margin. 
The outer cortical bone is smooth and merges with the upner cortex but at 
the lower end there is a notch. From this it annears that the 1\eriostium 
and some cortical bone has been elevated from below and. new bone formed 
undelneath. One could sneculate that trauma from a sharp implement directed 
un\'iards coula nroduce this effect. Reueti tive trauma is poss ible but unli'-ely 
at tnis site. There is no radiological evidenoe of infection. 

There is a heCiled fracture, many years old, of the lower third of the 
shaft of the right ulna. . 

There is some erosion and an irregular periost1al reaction of the 
mia shqft ci' tile right fibula. A long standing adjaoent soft tissue 
infL.:.ml:J.3.tory nl'OCCSS is the most lilf!ely cause.'\. '" 
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