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lIliIl'01I.T ON A SITlil VISIT TO LIT'l'LI BlLlllUll ISLAlfD, WllIlW'.o 

By Helen 0 H Keeley 

Little lnlbre or lUddleBte ill one of tllree 1IIIIIIJ.1 islllDdll looated 3uat ott the 

welt ooasti '01 "the Winal, Oheehire. The blande oen be reached at low tide trot" . 
\(ellt Kirby,' by walking approximately a mile aorolle the sands. Thit lel. ". 

vieited by the~thor on Ma;y 21, 1979, at the request of Hr B S~ (Arohaool 

O«ioAl. Survey of Herseyllide'. During \(orld War II part ot the ieland was 

uaed as a bombing deooy now it f01'llUl part of a nature rseerve and the oliff. 

are suffering eeverely from marine erollion. 

The main point of intereet was a dark depollit, expolled ia the olitt taoe at 

IIIftreral looationa and at a depth of about 30 01IIII. below the prIIlllmt gt'OUtId 

eurtaoe. At one ei te this appeared to be asllooiated with burnt sand. SeverAl 

"lamples were oolleoted for examination and the resulte are as £olloWlilC-

It was thouaht that the dark lll¥er IIIII¥ reprellent a buried soil eurfaoe. The 

prIIlleMe of large quanti Uell of oharcoal • humus tendll to oonfim thill but 

a elllllPle eXBlDined for pollen by Mr 11. Scaite (DOE oontraot worleer) did not contain 

ttmy pollen. pOllsibly due to the open nature of the 1I0il. Oharcoal from tllree 

II_lee ". identified by Mrs 0 "Xeepax (AM Lab). All oontained Oak, probably 

from mature timbers, one oontained birch and another Alder - again from mature 

timbers. 

It Was oonfirmed by an ignition test that the dark reddieh brown II.. assooiated 
"' 

with the blaok lll¥er atone point, was burnt, It also oontained quite a lot 

of oarbon - probably fin~ly divided oharcoal - end 1101IIII mangenese. 

emmets 

The" dark lll¥er and aSsociated reddish brown s. are obviously the result of 

burning • prIIBUlllably, oonBtitute SOlllll fom of oooupation depollit aBlociated 

with an old land eurfaoe. As it ie not deeirable to dig holee in the soil 

of the islend or to out back the oliff, due to the threat of erosion, little 
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more oan usetullr be done to 1Bvssttsate these deposlts. However, lt misbt 

be possible to<llta.in a more suitable suple for pollen analJsi8 .. "r:l.Djr. 

a 11ttle wSV from the olltt e48e. or wherever the burled so11 ls thoulht to 
'-ooour •. 
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