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REPORT ON INHUMATIONS ,'ROM WAKERLEY, NORTHANTS. 

by Justine Bayley (A.M. Lab) and lJ.R.llrothwoll ( Ilritish iI:useum (N.H.)) 

A total of 85 graves were excavated. Some were examined in the field 
bY' D.R.Brothwell and bones from most of' the rest by J.B"yley in the laboratoYJ 
All the bones were in very poor comlition, being soft find crushed with the 
surface much eroded .. This meant that the remains examined were f'ragmentarJ 
and so in many cases insufficient evidence survived to allow an accurate 
sexing to be made. I"or this reason table 1 includes the sexin" by grave goods 
as well as the biological sexing for each individual. In all but a few cases 
these agree with each other and 80;- in the cases wl-iere no hiulogical sexing 
is T1QSsible, it is reasonable to assume that the !:;(]x indicated b~ the f_;rave 
goods is nrobably correct .. 

The aging for those under 20 is based ~~ the erw,tion of teeth (1) 
and the fusing of' epiphyses on the long bones .). l<'or those over 20 the '1) 
aging is by molar wear; the older the individual the moe~ worn his teeth \ 

_.!> The only pathological change noted Vias in burial 20 where the 
second and third cervical vertebrae had fused, TJOrhi:1DS a.s ,1 result of 
degenerat1v8 joint disease (oateo-arthritis) e 

Several anomalous dentitions were found. In burial 41 the lowee 
right third molar was impacted. In burial 71 the lower left one was flat 
present although all the other third molars were fully erunled. Dllri'Ll T( 
appeared to halm no third molars at all al though it was adult, and the lower 
right second molar had also not develoned although a tooth germ for it was 

seen on an X-ray. The teeth from burial 55 were virtua Lly a cornnlete set 
wi to onl'y the left unner medial incisor and the right U11ner and left lower 
third molars missing .. Two supernUll13.ry teeth were also nresent .. They were 

shovel shaned anterior tooth tyne wit:'l onen roots. As the bono of the 
mandible and maxilla had complete+y deCAYed away it was imTioss iblG to SeW 
where in the mouth they had corne from. 

Two skulls (Burials 3 and 70) had worrnian bones in the lambda ill 
suture. 

Burial 23 is dif'ficul t to age. The unfused eninhysBs on the long 
bones indicate an immature individual under 18. The few teeth that remain 
are not a uniform groun and suggest an older individual (25-35) but could 
just be excessively worn. 

Ie 
The following long bone and Skull measurements were recorded, iyt 

\ 
!M rl~.) >0 

Burial No. ll. 78 79 85 
Max. breadth (B) 

(J!) 
134(7) 131;(7) 

Min .. frontal breadth 100 <'34 .. 5 
Bias terionic, :bread th (Bib) 113 
I"rontal arc (S,) 112(?) 121 127 
Parietal arc (SL) 133 (?) 140 133 133 
Occinital arc (S1) 111 
i"rontal chord (S~) 98(?) 111 (7) 
Parietal chord (S;) 118(? ) 124.5 116(?) 

Burial No. 16 20 !t.1. 1,7 
Max .. length femur 41+0 400 1,97 41;2 

" tibia 375 
" humerus 332 

":s tima ted s ta ture (em. pJ170 159 1131 

" (ft.& in) '5' 6&" 5'11 " 

(1) llrothwell, lJ.R. (1972) Digging up bones. 
(2) LOCkhart, R.D. et al (1969) Amltomy of the huol'ln body n.1l;2-3. 
(5) Trotter,w,. & G.leser,G. (19:,8) "mer. J. "hys. illthron. 
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Table 1 

Burial ~o. 

3 
4 
5 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
1.3 
14 
15 
1,6 
16A 
17 
18 
20 
21 
22 
23 
25 
26 
27 
28 
aD 
31 
32 
32A 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
40 
40A 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
6.0 

Burials examined. 

Biological Age Sex (from 
sex grave goods) 

"pass. M 
nrob. F 

juvenile 

juvenile 
juvenile 
probe M 
juvenile 
prob. M 

M 
infant 

prob. M 

'Drab. :r' 


M 

'Doss. F 


juvenile 
'Drab. M 
'Poss. ]' 

juvenile 
"pass. F 
"prob. M 

17-25 M 
18-25 F 
25-35 J<' 
25-35 Ii' 
6-7 

25-35 F 
4-5 
8-9 

35-45 M 
11-12 
35-45 10' 
25-35 M 
a. t 
15-20 F 
18-20 F 
17-25 'II. 
35-45 1" 
25-35 M 

under 18 M 
25-35? ii' 
10-11 
25-35 M 

F 
25-35 
25-35 F 
25-35 F 

9-10 
25-35 
25-35 'II. 

'Prob. adult 
prob. adult 

nrob. juvenile 
juvenile 9-10 
juvenile 12-13 
juvenile under 7 
rrob. M 25-35 M 

nrob. adult }i' 

'Drab. juvenile 
nrob. F 17-25 :Ii' 
nrob. F nrob. adult ]' 

'Drob. ]:<' 25-35 1? 
juvenile 12-13 

25-35 }<' 

probe }<' 25-35 .1." 

'Drab. M 25-35 M 
probe M 17-25 M 
'Doss. J<' 17-25 ]' 

juvenile 8-9 
pass. F 15-18 ]' 

probe M 17-25 M 
25-35 }<' 

'Doss. F 35-45 F 
'P088, F 25-35 



'Table 1 (cant.) 

Burial No. Biological Age Sex (from 
sex grave goods) 

61 
63 
65 
66 
68 
70 
71 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 

juvenile 
infant 

'Prob. F 

prob. F 
juvenile 
juvenile 
Drab. 1\1 
poss. ].' 

prob. M 

nrob. M 

Drob. M 

17-25 
35-45 

9-10 
c. 2 
25-35 
25-35 
17-25 
17-21 
35-45 
7-8 
7-8 

15-20? 
25-35 
35-45 
17-25 
25-35 
15-20? 
17-19 
17-25 
17-25 

Note:- Burials not annearing in t,1e 
submitted for examination. 
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1" 

M 
1" 
M 
F 
tv! 
}' 

M 

above list were not 



Descrintion of the Dopulation as a whole 

The burials contain the remains of individuals varying in a rI8 fror:1 
one to about forty five. No remains of infants under one yeur old were 
examined. This means that either the juvenile graves where no bonet] 
survived had contained them or that they were not buried in the cemctrrry 
wi th the older children and adults. None of the "dul b Vlere older than 
about 45 and very few older than 55. 

Table 2 Population summary. 

Age 110. of ma.les No. of females Total I~ 0 .. 

0-7 5 
7 .. 15 11 
15 .. 25 8 10 20 
25 - 35 7 14 23 
35 - 45 3 4 7 
Juveniles) uncertain 

;; 
1\ dults ) age 3 5 

18 31 7j 

Notes:- In addition to those recorded here il ,juvenile and .5 adult 
graves were found in which no bones had survived. Another 

.. 

4 graves contained adult females (sexed by grave goods) but 
no bones were submitted for examination~ 

The Total No. column includes thOGe individwlis for whom 
no sexing was possible. 

NIh -1-
i~olivi<.4.lAo.ls 

15 41) 

Table 3 Cultural and biological sexing of adults 

Biological sex Cul tural sex Number 

Male Male 14 
Male Female 3 

~'emale }'emale 13 
Pemale Male 0 

? Male .5 
? ]'emale 1 5 

~'emale ? 2 
Male ? 0 

? ? -2 
55 



(~ 

CODE 18-77 

It can be seen from Table 3 that in the cases where both biological, 
and cultural sexings of the same burial were made they are almost always 
in agreement. A few burials whim were apparently male from the skeletal 
evidence were culturally sexed as female as they contained beads, brooches 
and sleeve claeps. For those burials which were insufficiently complete 
to allow a biological sexing to be made the cultural evidence makes five 
times as many female as male. While it could be argued that female remains, 
being less robust, are more liable to decay,a considerable number of' 
infant and juvenile bones were also found on this site so differential 
destruction cannot exnlain this male to female ratio. 

IIu1 tiple burials 

There were a total of 13 mul ti DIe burials. Burials 11/12 and 
40/40A were each two juveniles. Burials 25/26 and 42/43 were an adult 
female with a juvenile and burial 16/16;\ an adult male "ith an infe.nt. 
Burials 17/18 and 50/51 were each a man with a woman, burial ),1,/45 two 
adul t females and burial 68/69 two adults, one of them female. Burial 
22/23 was two men with the nosslbilii0' of u third adult also bein?, 
present (see above). Burial 52/53/54 was a male, a female and ,] juvenile 
and burial 0/9/10 two females with a juvenile. Burial 31/32/32A was also 
two females and a juvenile but 31 was "robably earl ior them 52/32;\ as the 
latter lay diagonally over the ton. 


