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aging is by molar wear; the older the individual the more worn his teeth
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REPORT ON_ TNHUMATIONS FROM WARARLEY, NORTHANTS,

by Justine Bayley (4.M. Lab) and D.R.Brothwell ( British Nuseum {N.H,))

A total of B85 graves were excavated. Some were examined in the field
bp D.R.Brothwell and bones from most of the rest by J.Bayley in the laboratory
All the bones were in very noor condition, being soft and crushed with the
surface much eroded, This meant that the remains examined were fragmentary
and so in many cases insufficient evidence survived to allow an accurate
sexing to be made, Yor this reason table 1 includes the sexing by grave goods
as well as the biological sexing for each individual. In all but a few cases
these agree with each other and so, in the cases where no biovlogical sexing
is pessible, it is reasonable to assume that the sex indicated by the zrave
goods is vrobably correct.

The aging for those under 20 ig based ?9 the grurtion of teeth (1)
and the fusing of epiphyses on the long bones ‘). For those over 20 ths (1)

The only pathological change noted was in burial 20 where the
second and third cervical vertebrae had fused, nerhans as a raesult of
degenerative Jjoint disease (osteo-arthritis).

Several anomalous dentitions were found. In burial L1 the lower
right third molar was impacted. In burial 71 the lower lef't one was aot
nrasent although all the other third molars were fully erurisd., Buri=l 77
apneared to have no third molars at all although it was adult, and the lower
right second molar had also not develoned although a2 tooth germ for it was

seen on an L-ray, The teeth from burial 5% were virtually a comnlete set
with only the left uprer medial incisor and the right uvrrer and left lower
tnird molars missing. Two supernumary teeth were also present. They were
shovel shaped anterior tooth type witn oven roots, As the bone of the
mandible and maxilla had completely decayed away 11 was imvossible to say
where in the mouth they had come from,

Two skulls (Burials 3 and 70, had wormian bones in the lambdoid
suture.

Burial 23 is difficult to age. The unfused epirhyses on the long
bones indicate an immature individual under 18. The 'ew teeth that remain
are not a uniform groun and suggest an older individual (2% 35) but could
Just be excessively worn.
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The following long bone and skull measurements were recordedqin I g, o

Burial No, Al Z§ 9 85
Wax. bTeadth (Bj , 134.(2) 135,(2)
Min., frontal breadth (B) 100 5k, 5
Biasterionic breadth (Bib) 1%
Frontal arc (S, ) 112{%) 121 127
Parietal arc (SL) 133(?) 140 133 133
Occipital are {83) 111
Frontal chord (S ) 98(?) 111(%)
Parietal chord (5)) 118(7) 124.5 116(%)
Burial No, 16 20 IR L7 52
Max, length femur 40 400 L97 LLe 500
n tibia 375
" humerus 332
Tstimated stature(cm.fﬂ170 159 181 163 181.5
M (fr.& in) el 514" 5190 5" 511140

(1) Brothwell, D.R. (1972) Digging up bones.
(2) Lookhart, R.D. et al (1969) Anatomy of the human body n.,142-3,

(3) Trotter,N. & Gleser,G, (1958) amer, J. Phys, inthron,
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Table 1 Burials examined.
Burial No. Biological Age Sex (from
sex grave goods)
3 oSS, M 17=-25 M
L orob, F 18w25 r
5 - 25=35 F
8 - 25-35 I
9 Juvenile 67 -
10 - 2h=-35 F
11 Jjuvenile L-Hh -
12 Jjuvenile 8-9 -
13 prob. M 35245 M
14 Juvenile 11=12 -
15 prob. M 3545 ¥
16 M 25-35 M
164 infant e -
17 nrob. M 1520 F
18 nrob, ¥ 18.20 F
20 M 17-25 M
21 poss. I 35-45 F
22 - 25=35 M
25 - under 18 M
25 - 25-35% F
26 Juvenile 10-11 -
27 prob, M 25=35 M
28 poss, H - ¥
40 - 25-35 -
31 - 25=35 r
32 - 25=35 F
524 Juvenile S~10 -
33 poss, F 25-35 -
34 prob, M 2535 ¥
35 - nrob, adult -
36 - rrob., adult -
37 - nrob, Jjuvenile -
38 Juvenile S=10 -
40 Juvenile 12-13 -
LOA Juvenile under 7 -
41 rrob. M 25«35 M
L2 - nrob, adult ®
&3 - prob, Juvenile -
L vrob, F 17=25 iy
45 prob, ¥ mnrob. adult B
47 prob, F 25-35 »
L8 Juvenile 12-13 -
L9 - 25=35 ¥
50 prob, ¥ 2535 F
5 prob, M 25=-35 M
52 prob, M 17=-25 M
53 poss. B 17-25 l"‘
Sk Juvenile 8-9 -
55 poss, F 15-18 b
56 prob. ¥ 17-25 )4
o7 - 25-35 F
28 Poss, F 35-45 F
60 poss, F 25+35 -
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Table 1 (cont,)

Burial No. Biological Age Sex (from
sex grave goods)
61 - 17=25 -
63 - 35=45 P
65 Jjuvenile 9=10 -
66 infant Co 2 -
68 - 25-35 -
70 - 25=35 B
71 prob, F 17-25 ¥
73 - 17-21 b
T4 prob, F 55=45 7
75 Jjuvenile 7-8 -
76 Jjuvenile 7-8 -
77 prob, M 15207 M
78 Poss, M 25«35 F
79 prob, M 35=45 M
80 - 17=25 F
81 rrob, M 25«35 M
82 - 15207 r
83 - 17=19 M
8 - 17=25 F
85 prob, ¥ 17-25 M

Note:~ Burials not annearing in tne above list were not
submitted for examination,
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Descrinticn of the population as a whole

The burials contain the remains of individuals varying in age from
one to about forty five. No remains of infants under one year old vere
examined. This means that either the juvenile graves where no bones
survived had centained tham or that they were nei buried iIn the cemetary
with the older children and adults., Nons of the adults were older than
about 45 and very few older than 35.

Table 2 Towulation summary.

Age No, of males No. of females Total Ko,
Om7 5
7 =15 11
15 = 25 8 10 20
25 - 35 7 14 23
35 - 45 ) 3 4 7
duvenilas . 2
Adults )age uncertain 3 5

18 X 73

Notes:~ In addition to those recorded here & Juvenile and 3 adult
graves were found in which no bones had survived. Another
L graves contained adult females (sexed by grave goods) but
no bones were submitted for examination.
The Total No. column includes those indilviduals for whom
ne sexing was possible,

MNe. of

individuals

26 9

b3

A 4

° 5 as 35 45 Age

Table 3 Cultural and biological sexing of adults

Bioclogical sex - Cultural sex Number
Male ' Male 14
Male Female 3

Temale ‘ Female 13
Female Male G
? Male 3

? Female 15
Female ? 2
Male ? 0
? ? 5
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It can be seen from Table 3 that in the cases where both biclogical
and cultural sexings of the same burial  were made they are almost always
in agreement, A few burials which were apparently male from the skeletal
evidence were culturally ssxed as female as they contained beads, brooches
and sleeve clasps. For those burials which were insufficiently complete
to allow a biological sexing to be made the cultural eviderice makes five
times as many female as male, %hile it could be argued that female remains,
being less robust, are more liable to decay,a considerable number of
infant and Jjuvenile bones were also found on this site so differentizl
destruction cannot exnlain this male to female ratio,

Multiple burials

There were a total of 13 multinle burials, Burials 11/12 and
L0/I,04 were each two juveniles. Burials 25/26 and 42/L3 were an adult
female with a juvenile and burial 16/16A an adult male with an infant.
burials 12/18 and 5Q/51 were each a man with a woman, burial &m/hﬁ two
adult females and burial 68/69 two adults, one of them female, Burial
22/23% was twe men with the possibility of a third adult also being
present (see above). Burial 52/55/54 was a male, a female and a Juvenile
and burial #/9/10 two females with a Jjuvenile, Burial }1/52/525 was also
two females and a Juvenile but 31 was rrobably earlier than 35/324 as the
latter lay diagonally over the torn.
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