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Austin Friary , Penrith

Excavation:s conducted on the site of Austin Friary , Penrith in

1974 produced a small collection of animal bones of medineval

and post-mediaewal date associated with pre- and post-dissolution
levels of the Friary . Two arcas were excavaged , one in an
arca of modern garden and the second a trench in a backyard .

The excavator divided the animal bone material into eleven groupse
Three of these'groups ’QP oF and I , were not analysed ; the
material was derived from disturbed layers or pits and associated
with modern pottery . The remaining material is summarised in
Table 1 .

38% of the bones were identified the remaining being loosely
catalogued under size groups ( see Table 1 ) « Ox bones are

the largest component , being 47.6% of the identified bone fragments
and 70.4% of the major food animals ( cattle , pig and sheep or

gozt ) « This is mirrored in the unidentified group of bones

where ox- sized ( large ungulate and large animal ) bones

con%}tute 86.5% of the fragments . Pig and sheep ( or goat )
conutitute respectively G and 14% of the identified fragments

and 8.84 and 20.Tk of the major food animals .

Domestic fowl bones although 2}% of the i1dentfied fauna
contribute relatively little to the diet in terms of meat weight .
It is apparent that cattle are the most important food source

if estimated by meat weight . The samples are too small for the
minimum number of animals to be a useful guide to the importance
of the individual species , fragment numbers only are therefore

considerdd .

Among the excavators divisions only group H contains a sample

of any size « The large number of fowl bones , aswell as domestic
goose and duck and the only fish bones on the site make this

group significantly different from the remainder of the collection .
lihat their presence indicates is not known and as noted above

they are insignificent in terms of a meat contribution .



Toble of species and fragpment numbers ,

A &K B & J G &H ¢ & B Toteal
Horse 1 1
0x ) T 3 025 -1 11 35 12 18 112
Pig % 1 2 6 1 3 14
vheep or goat 1 i 3 2 2 11 1 5 32
Sheep 1 1
Fowl S | 1 1 45 2 4 54
Goose , cf domestic 10 1 11
Duck , of domestic 1 1
ited deer , (Ucrvus selephas . 1 1
Columba sp , pigeon 1 1
Fish T T
Large unpulate 16 4 A0 5 4 81 14 19 183
Swall unpulate 1 3 1 20 1 2 28
Large animal 15 7 28 2 6 65 15 14 152
Medium animal 1 3 1 2 1 12 3 23
- $mall animal e 1
Totals 4y 26 102 14 27 294 48 70 622

Groups A & K are predissoluiion in date .

B & J are contemporazzy with the dﬁgolution .

G & il are 16th century , but whether pre- or post-dissolution
is not known .

C & E are post~dissolution mediaeval layers .

D, &1 contained modern material and were not identified .

Groups A 4 B, C , D, E,F 4 G &H were recovered from excaviions
in a modern garden .

Groups I , J & K weepe excavated from a trench in a backyard .



Table of the bone frapgments of Ox , ox-sized , pig , sheep-sized and
sheep ( or goat ) .

O0x .Ox-sized Pig = Sheep-sized Sheep(or @)
Horn core
Blall 4 inc. maxilla 6
Mandible
Teeth , loose 15

(@2 S R N # AN
3%

Cervical vertebra 3
Thoracic veriebra ) 18 3
Lumnbar vertebra 1’ 29

Sacrum 3 1

Caudal & indet. vert, 20 3
Hibs 4 proximal 10 11
Ribs , shaft & sternum 112 o 12

i
[

Scapula , blade
Scapula 4 pglenoidéneck
Humerus , proximal
Humerus , distal

Radius & ulna , prox.

w\nwr—’ws

Radius & uina , dist,.
Carpus

ketacarpus , proximal
Hetacarpus , diatsl
Pelvis , acetabulum
Pelviz , others
Femar , proximal
Femur , dist,.jpatella
Tibia , proximal

Tivbia , distal

| e B & T @ A N« A A B O OF A TS o= B W 1 B o o T W S s
Mo

'..-.l
)
-]
—

Tarsus
4"
Metatarius 5, distal Eh
Metapodial , distal 1 1

Phalanges 17 2 3
Long bone S S4 6

Fragment ? ="

Lat

Metatarcus o, proximal
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Alihoupgh in Table 1 the fragmenis are listed within the excavators
grouping , the sample is small and the following analysis considers

"the bones as a single group of ¥hr late medimeval date .

Table 2 lists all the fragments of éx sy Plg and sheep and the
comparable sized unidentified fragments + + The sawmples are

small for pig ang sheep ( or goat ) and do not justify comment.
but all the bones of cattle are representéd and one may suppose
that whole carcasses were available . The amalgamation of a Aumb
number of pgroups in this table mighf have evened up the occurrence

but infact no group showed any marked selection of frapment type .

A Tew of the bones exhibited characteristics associated with the
age of the animal at death . Five of the six bones of pig

showing these £hatures were juvenile and the sixth a distal humerus
indicating an arge of over one year ( Silver , 1969 } . Only two
of the eighteen sheep ( or goat )} bones aged were juvenile , both
indicating an age at death of under 2} years , and 44% of the
fused bones ( 39% of all the aged bones ) indicated an age in
excess of two years « Fifty one cattle bone fragments exhibited
age characters 3 25.% of these showing juvenile features j

2l of the fused bones ( 15.5% of all aged cattle bones ) indicate
an agc over three years , The pigs appear to be slaughtered
Young 4 less than three ye%é old y but the size of the sample

of ox and sheep { or goat ) bones is not great enough to show

a pattern in the age of the animals when slaughtered .

14% of all the fragments show the viéible evidence of butchery ,
the majority occurring on the ribs and vertebrae .

One bone , the metatarsus of a sheep { or goat ) exhibited a
pathological condition .+ Exostosis occurred around the proximal

end , possibly associated with an arthritic condition (Plote—dr ) o

In conclusion the collection is dominated by frasments from the
bones of catile . The sample 1s too small to give any indication

of slaughter age and animal husbandry , ezmcept in the case of pigs .
Whole carcasses may have been available on site . Group H suggests
some difference or change on the site indicated by the large

number of fowl and also domestic gooose , duck and the fish

remaing The only wild species were red deer , identified from



a tragment of metatarsus and a dove represented by a complete

coracold bone .

D.J.Rackham 2.9.7T1
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