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' .. Au!;tin Friary, Penrith 

]'xca vat i on,; conducted on t he s ite of Austin friary, Penrith in 

197 4 pr oduced a small coll ect ion of anima l bones of 'medi aeva l 

and pos t -medi a eual date as sociated Ifith pre- and post-di G~ olution 

lev el " of the Friary. ~',,1O arean \'Iere excavai,led one in an 

a r ea of moti0rn ~arden and the second a trench in a backya rd • 

Th e excavator divided the animal bone material into eleven groups. 

Thr ee of these groups , ,, D ,F and I ,Here not analysed ; the 
' " 

ma '~ eria l >las derived from di s turbed layers or pits and as sociated 

>lith modern pottery. The remaining material is summarised in 

1'able 1 • 

3~~ of t he bones >lnre ident ified the remaining beine lo osely 

catalogued under size groups ( s ee 'l'able 1 ) • Ox bones are 

th e l ar~est component, being 47.6~ 

of the major food animals 

of the identified bone fragments 

( cattle , pig and sheep or and 70.4% 

g02.t ) • 1'his is mirrored in the unidentified group of bO!'les 

Hh ere ox- sized ( large ungula te and large animal ) bones 

con{i tute 86.5~ of the fra~nents Pig and sheep ( or goat) 

con"t i tut e respectively 61, and l4:.t of the identified fraamonts 

and 8 . 8~ and 20.,fo of the major food animals. 

Domesti c fOHl bones althou"h 23% of the identfied fauna 

cont ri but e relatively little to the diet in terms of meat I'Ieiaht • 

I t i s appa rent that cattle are the most important food :;ource 

if e 3tinw:~ed by meat "Ieight. The samples are too small for the 

mini~um number of animals to be a useful guide to the importance 

of the individual species , fragment numberl3 only are therefore 

cons i derod 0 

Amone th e excavators divi s ion s only group H contains a s amp le 

of any size. The large number of fOlfl bones , a8>1ell as domestic 

goose and du ck and the only fi sh bones on the site make this 

e;roup si gnificantly differ ent from the remainder of the collection • 

l'i ha t their presence indicates is not knolffi and as noted above 

they are insignifice.nt in terms of a meat contribution 



'1'a1)10 of species and fra1:ment numbers • 
A & K B 

HorGe 

Ox 7 3 25 
Pig 1 1 

"hoep or goat 1 7 3 
Sheep 

}'ov/l '.' 1 1 

Coose , cf domeotic 

Duck , cf domestic 

,{ cd deer , Corvus elephas 

Columba sp , pigeon 

F.ish 

LD.rr~e un(culate 16 4 40 

grnall un{jUlate 1 3 

LDrgc animal 15 7 28 

~lcdiurn animal 1 3 1 

Small animal 

Totals 41 26 102 

Groups A & K are predissolution in 

B & J are contemporn~ with 

& J G & H 

1 11 35 

2 6 

2 2 11 

1 45 

10 

1 

1 

7 

5 4 81 

1 20 

2 6 65 

2 1 12 

1 

14 27 294 

date. 
S the d1.so1ution 

C & E Tot"l 

1 1 

12 18 112 

1 3 14 

1 5 32 

1 1 

2 4 54 

1 11 

1 

1 1 

1 

7 

14 19 183 

1 2 28 

15 14 152 

3 23 

1 

48 70 622 

G & H are 16th century , but v/hether pre- or post-dissolution 

is not known • 

C & E are post-disuolution mediaeval layers • 

D , F & I contained modern material and vlere not idcntified • 

Group~ A, B , C , D , E , F , G & H weee recovered from excavtions 

in a modern garden • 

Groups I , J & K welle excav2.ted from a trench in a backyard • 



Table of the bono fraG'ncnts of Ox , ox-sized, pit; , sheep-sized and 

.heep ( or t;oat ) • 

Ho:,n core 

~kull , inc. maxilla 

Handible 

f11ccth , loose 

Cervical vert ebra 

'fhoracic vertebra 

LUlnbar vertebra 

Ox 

6 

7 
15 

3 

Sacrum 3 

.. Ox-sized 

6 

4 

3 

6 

18 

29 

Caudal & indot. vert. 20 

Iii bs , proximal 10 

Ribs , shaft & sternum 112 

Scapula , blade 4 

Scapula , ~lenoid&neck 3 

Humerus , proximal 2 

Humerus , distal 1 

Radius & ulna , prox. 5 
Hacliu" & ulna, dint. 2 

Carpus 3 

ll:etacarpus ,proximal 1 

Metacarpus , distal 3 

Pelvis , acetabulum 

Pel vis , others 

}I' cmllr , proximal 

4 

5 

4 

l'cmur , di"t. ;patel1s 6 

Tibia, proximal 

Tibia, distal 

2 

1 

11 

1,!etatarr:uG , proximal 3 

~~ctntnr~us , diutal 

Matapodjal , distal 

Phalang('s 

Lont; bone 

Fragment? 

I _ ",dtc"k.." ,J44 /"NL" 

5 

4 

3 

1 

5 

1 

9 

1 

1 

Pig Sheep-sized Sheep(or G) 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

3 

11 

12 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

6 

2 

1 

2 

Xl 

1 

1 

3 

5 
1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4" 

3" 

Ji,.,.J J~-/7"<Mr1" Itt; k"", M, ~Ii./_~ 
/,,,1 III! /..,'" " 



Al th0uf',h in '1'ablo 1 the fral'.1Oentg are linted ,"i thin the excavators 

I'.rouping, the sample is ~mall and the following analysis considers 

·the bones as a single group of XNE late mediaeval date. 

Table 2 lists all the fragments of ox , pig and sheep and tho 

comparable sized unidentified fragments • • The :JCllllplcs are 

small for pig an~ sheep ( or goat ) and do not justify com~cnt 

but all the bones of cattle are representdd and one may suppose 

that ",hole care-asses were available • The amalgamation of a ~ 

number of Gro"ps in thio ··table mighg have evened up the occurrence 

but infact no group showed any marked selection of fraGment type • 

A few of the bones exhibited characteristics associated with the 

age of the animal at death. Five of the six bones of pig 

sho\>ling t)lfOse fhatures vlere juvenile and the sixth a distal humerus 

indicating an age of over one year ( Silver , 1969 ) • Only two 

of the eichteen sheep ( or goat ) bones aged were juvenile , both 

indicating an age at death of under 2~· years, and 44, of the 

fused bones (3~G of all the aged bones ) indicated an age in 

excess of t"l0 years. Fifty one cattle bone fragments exhibited 

ace characters; 25.~~ of these showing juvenile featuros I 

2l:j" of the fu:,od bones ( 15. 5~' of all aGed cattle bones ) indicate 

an a{~c over three years The pigs appear to be slaughtered 

less than three 
; 

old but the size of the sample younG , ye'1.s , 
of ox and ~heep ( or goat ) bones is not great enough to 8ho\'1 

a pattern in the aGe of the animals when slauGhtered. 

141' of all the fragments sho," the visible evidence of butchery , 

the majority occurring on the ribs and vertebrae. 

One bone, I;he metatarsus of a sheep ( or goat) exhibited a 

pathological cOI.dition. Exostosis oocurred around the proximal 

end , possibly aSDociated with an arthritio condition ,Plab" ~ ) • 

In conclllcion the collection is dominated by fra~ments from the 

bones of cattle. The sapple i3 too small to give any indication 

of slcmgltter age and animal husbandry, ea:oept in the case of pigs • 

Vihole carca:oc,e::; may have been available all "i te Group H suggests 

some difference or change on the site indicated by the large 

number of fO,"11 and also domestic gooose ,ducle and the fish 

remains • The only wild species were red deer , identified from 
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a frar;mcnt of metatarsus and a dove represented by a complete 

coracoid bone 

D.J.Rackham 
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