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On curver fragment of tile, iwo areas of lmpression mads by
contact with textiley, 0.7 X 2,2 and 0.6 X 1.0 cm overall.
The lar,or impression is very clear, the smuller faint, hut
boih are of the same textile, a half-basket weave {extended
tabby), i.e. with single threads, probably in the warp, and
paired throads thrown together in the weft, thread count
7/8 prs par cm, tie latter count token as 4 prs on 5 mm.
Despite the clarity of the impression, the grain of the
pottery makes it impossible to see the spinning direction
of the Lhreads. |

After tabby (plain) weave, half-basket weave waam one df
tha most popular weaves used in Roman textilas. In the
northern provinces fabrics in $his wenve sre usually woollans,
but frowm finds further east 4t im clear it was also commonly
usod for heavy linens, including sacking, whick would not bkave
psurvived undor the damp condiiions neces<sary for presgrvation
in Burope.

Allowing for sbrinkage, roakoned at 5% in Aimpressions on
tile, the Jentingthorpe clotn would have besn coarser thun the
woollen hali=basket weaves, probably garmant fra ments, from
Englizh sitee (1), and is perxtnps more likely to come I'rom a
good quality flax sacking. host of the impressions on tile
so f{ar recorded ars tubby weaves, agaln eitkher sacking, or
garhaps I'rom Boraps of cloth used to wipe hands or surfeces

whils the tiles were baing aade {(2).
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