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Eleven oremations and the remains of eleven individuals (inhumations) from

seven barrows were presented for study. Five of the ‘'oremations® consist of

very smsll amounts of. oresated bone which cbviously do not rapresent an entire
cremated body, Thers are seven adult inhumstions, and four children under

sixteen years old, The unburnt bonss are generally well preserved with only

slight surface erosion., A detailed description of the humen bones from each site is
glven telow,

528 !BELL BARROW )
(1) Cremstion (Barrow I, 1956)

These fairly well ocaloined remains of an adult (possibly female) represent most
parts of the body, The bodies of about twelve thoracic and lumbar vertebrae are
present. MNost of thess display slight bony lipping, (due %o dagenerative joint
disease (osteoarthritis)), indicating that the individual was probkably more than
25 years old, Several fragments of long bone shaft are stained green, presumably
due to contact with a copper or bronse object. There is no evidence to suggest
that more than one individual is present,

G61 (BOWL BARROW)

(1) Cremation (Cremation Pit 1)

There are a few small fraguents of lightly burnt bone, including long bons shafts,
ribs, and & few hand bones, from an adult individual,

(2) Cremation (Cremstion Pit 2)

There are a few inoompletely burnt bone fragments (average size about lcua),
including long bone shafts, skull,phslanx fragments, and the roots of permanent
teeth, There is no evidence to suggest that more than one adult is present.

(3) Cremation (Cremation Pit 3)

¥eoll caloined remains, representing most of the body of an adult,are present. The
goneral sise of thn‘bonna and -shape of the pelvis fragments suggest that the
individual was probably female. The age of the individusl is not apparent,

(W) Inhumation, infant (B3 ‘ﬁé} 11)

Thif is the fragmentary and eroded skeleton of an infant, lacking some ribs and
vertebrae, bones frem the hands and feet and the left arm and lsg. The crowns of




eight deciduous testh are present (three upper incisors, one upper canins, two
upper molara, and two lower mclars). The roots of the incisor teeth are partly
formed, The development of the teeth corresponds to that of a child about 9 (+ 3)
munths, However, ths genaral sise of the bones sevms to correspond with an age of
sbout 18 (+ 6) months. As a ocapromise sn age estimation of about 12 ( + 6) months
may be suggested.

(5) Inhumations (Burial I)

Pour boxes of bones (three labelled "B3", one unlabelled) are probably all from
Burial I. MNixed withthe adult bones are a few fragments of a child's skeleton.
The bones may be divided as follows:-

Young adult female (Inhumation I},

The skeleton lacks the clavicles, left scapula and humerus, and left ossa
innominata. No wormian bones, orbital osteoporosis, torua mandibularis,
t. auditivus, t. palatinus, or ¢. maxillaris, wecre cbserved. The sphenoid
articulstion is of the normal (spheno-parietal) type.

Twenty six teeth are present, There is no ante-mortea tooth loss, The

lower third molars are erupted; the uppera are erupting. A lower second
molar displays ocolusal caries, The dentition indicates that the individual
was probably botweeﬁ 17 and 25 years old. There is s1ight calculus, very
slight alveolar bone recession, and a small lingual ousp on the upper canines,

In the middle of the ahaff of one of the metacarpals, thore is deformation and
angulation, X-ray examination confirmed that this was a fracture suffered
many years before death, and subsequently healed.

Child Y 1) years old

Fragzsnts of skull wault, femora, humeri, and a fragment of the right maxilla
are present, There are two deciduous molars; s permanent molar snd an incisor,
with partly formed roots; the orown of a permanent premolar with little of the
root: formed, There is a small enamel psarl on the root of the upper right
first permanent molar,

Unburnt bones ‘BE & )

These are skull, vertebrae, rib and long bone fragments from the topsoil

above inhumation I. Some of these probably represent ploughed~up bones from the
inhumation. However, the presence of a second atlas vertebrs, a frasgment of the
right frontal {duplicating the skull fragments from inhumation I), and five



anterior teeth (also duplicated in inhumation I), indicate the presence
of a second adult individual., The teeth are only slightly worn, suggesting
that this individual was probably fairly young.

G61la (DISC BARROW

(1) Cremation (restangular grave)

These are the well ocaloined remains of one adult, WMWost parts of the body are
represented. There are no real indications of sex,

(2) Inhumations (Pit IT)

The mixed remains of a minimum of three individuals are present., These may be
grouped as follows:=-

Infant ¥ 1) years old.

Thare are fragments of mandible, maxilla, iliuw, ischium, femur, and tibia,
Nine deciduous teeth, and eleven partly developed permansnt teeth are also
present.,

Adolescent, 13-16 years old

The skeleton lacks ;oae of the skull, left arm, some ribz and vertebrae,
bonecs from the hands, and some fest bones, The upper left maxilla,
containing six teeth, is present, The third molar is unerupted. There is
enamel polishing of | €, but little wear of | 7. All of the major epiphyses
are unfused, but the pelvis has united at the acetabulum. '

Young adult

The possible pﬁumo of en adult individual is indicated by a few akull
fragnents, a metatarsal fragment, and two lower first {or second) molars,

There is only slight wear of ths teeth, indicating that this was a fairly young
individual,

G6Z (DISC BARROW)
(1) Cremation {Site IJI, burial 1)

There is a small quantity of well calcined bone, mainly fragwents of long bone
shaf'ts,

(2) Inhumation (Site TIT)

There are fragments of the thorax, humeri, pelvis, sacrum, and most of the bones
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from the hands and feet of an adult femsle, (or weak male), Most vertebras and the
sacrum are slightly affected by degensrative joint disesse. Two lower lumbar
vertebras display a medium degree of lipping. There are two small, pitted, porous
areas (one on the proximal articulation of & metacarpsl, and one on a tarsus).
These are similar to osteochondritis dissecans in appearance, but their aetiology

is uncertain,

There is one heavily worn upper first (or second) molar. When considered with

the evidence of degenerative joint disease, this suggests that the individual

was probably middle aged. The tooth displays interproximal nsck caries and sedium
calculus. |

In the mid~shaft region of & floating rib, there is a sing-shaped exostosis
about § om., long at either side of the shaft, associated with slight angulation,
This probably represents the site of an old healed fracture,

(3) Inhumation (Burial II)

This is the fairly complete fragmentary akcletopr3£ s femals, probably aged between
35 and 45 years. This is s separate individual A (2) above (as is established

by the presence of a left humerus in each). There is one lambdoid woramian bonse.

No orbital ostecporosis, torus mandibularis, t. auditivus, t. palatinus, or

t., maxillaris, were observed., The sphenoid articulation was of the ususl
spheno~parietal typs. Nineteen teeth are present. One upper first premolar
displays distal oaries., The lower left firat molar had been lost ante-mortem, and
a dental aifess was aasocilted—with this tooth. There is slight calculus, and
slight alveolar bone recession,

The proximal end ef the left ulna, and distal end of the left tibia are slightly
affected by degenerative joint disease, One of the firat phalanges of the hand

haaiiip of bone on the medial side projecting about 5 mm. above the level of the
proxims]l artioular surface, This may also be due to degenerative joint disease,

The proximal articular surface of the first phalanx of the halux is slightly
pitted, as desoribed in G67(2),

Gr2 ‘DOUBLE BO¥L 2&220'!
(1) Cremation (Central cremation pit)

" The well calcined remsins of one adult individual (more than 2C years old) are
present, There are fragments of skull (oranial sutures partly obliterated), long
bone shaft fragments, and some bones from the hands and feet, There are no real
indications of the sex of the individual,




(2) MGremation" (Pit II ﬁ )

There is & small quantity of burnt bone, mainly skull and long ‘ons shaft fragments.
These remanins are not necessarily human,

(3) Cremation (Contents of Urn ;‘2; )

A few burnt fragaents of skull and long bone shafts are present, Judging by the
thickneas of the bones, the individual may have been immature.

G73 (BORL BARROW)

(1) Cremation (E.».D, 8ite IX Bag 10) ? &

The fairly well caloined remains of an adult are present. Most of the body 1s
represented, The skull sutures ere open., There are no reliable indications of
age and sex, There is no evidence to suggest that more than one individual is

present.

(2) Inhumation (B P.D, Site II) 7 G673 2

These resmains were labslled as & oremation, but although fragmentary, they are
unburnt. Thers are fragments from most of the body (except the skull, humerus,

and femcra), One upper and one lowser molar, a lower canine and first premolar,

are present. The tooth wear is fairly heavy, suggesting that the individual may

have been niddle agesd, The general sisze and robustness of the bones sesm to indicate
the female sex.

A fragnont from the distal end of a fidbula displays slight roughening and grooving
of the surface of the bone, This is probably a reaction (periostitis) to infection,

G574 BELL BARROW -

(1) Cremation (Pit 2)

Most of the body, exoept the ribs, olavicles, and pelvic girdle, is represented.
The bones are burnt, but sany are incompletely calcified, The skull sutures are
open, and the epiphyses of the proximal ends of the humerus, femur, and tibia,
are unfused. The proximal opi\;phylil of the radius and epiphyses of the bones
of the hands and feet. are fused, The orown of & lower permanent molar with
unformed roots is also present,

{

The condition of the epiphyses suggests that the individuasl was aged betrseen 13 and

18 years,




(2) E,?.D, 8ite I, D. &' sq, 22,

There are a fow unburnt fragments of long bones, skull vault (with sutures open),
riba, vertebrae, and bones from the hands and feet, Tw., purmanent teeth, an
unfused ooracoid process of the scapula and an epiphysina from the distal end of the
radiua, suggest that the individual was between 14 and 22 years old. This could

therefore conceivably represent the same individual as (1) zbove,

(3) Inhumation (Burial T)

This is a well preserved skeleton, lacking akuil, vortebrae, clavicles, scapulae,
left humerus, and bones of the hands and feet, The sexual characteristice of this
skeleton are intermediate in type. The gensral robustne:zs indicates tho male

sex, although the sciatio notoh of the pelvis is guite wide.

There is slight bony lipping of the distal enda of the ulnae and radii ,
auricular area of the pelvis, hip, and knee joints, The clavicular notch of the
sternum is selso affeoted by degenerative Joint disease to a madium degree, The
manubrium and body of the sternum are fused. This is a change which sometimes
cceurs in elderly individuals,

The curve of the distal end of the left ulna is exaggerated, associated with

slight awelling of the shaft. X-ray examination indicated that the bone had been
resrodelled, presumably as a result of fracturing, This may have been a greenstick
fracture suffered in childhood, -

MMARY

As the remains originate from a number of different sites, thare seems to be no
particular justification for oonsidering the above individuals as representative
of a single 'population'. Howsver, for the sake of completion, a few concluding
conments may be madeg-

The dental health of ths skeletons gensrally is fairly good. Onﬁ;rie teeth are
carious, and there is only one case of ante-mortem tooth loss. There is no case
of severe periodontal disease as indicated by alveolar bone recession., Only
one (middle aged) individual displayed more than a alight degree of bony
lipping due to dsgenerative joint disease , There were thres probable healed
fractures (one rib, onme ulna, and one wetacarpal). One skeleton produced
evidence of an inflapmatory reaction to infsction (on a fibula),
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CREMATIONS

o | | e [ | e | e s | e e | | e
G58 2600 1690 | 205 22% 430 | 47% 85 | 9% | 60[6% 35 | 4% 75'85 20 {28 | & oa®
f;f._lx S“' 2700 2035 | 5K | 550 | &% 8|1% | ofo 12 J1% ol oo | 3
G72 1) 307 20 36% 60 | 61% olo oho 2 |2% oWo o}lo 113' cn®
673 1) 705 380 | eofiog | 255 79% 7 | 2% olo 3 11% o 0{o | 2om?
&7 1) 1895 ns0 205027 | s03]67% | 30 | u% o!o 711z | o P olo | 3cn’
G61 P1t 3 1047 583 98 ja% 29, | 63% W | 3% | 23 | 8 |1% 25‘5% 2 |12 | 2 ca?

* £ of identified bone




¢67 2) 667 3) G7% 3) G61 5)
1 11 1 I
L RJ] L R L R L R
Max L. femur (PeL,) - M8 421 441 W48 M8 448
Min, A.P, diaa, (r-nl) - - 23.3 22,8 27.0 26,9 22.9 22,3
Trans, dian, (PeD,) - I 32.5 33.6 34,2 33.4 35,0 35.5
Max, ko tibis (TiL)) - -1 - - i 3s(?) | - 360
¥ax, A.P. diam, (TiD) - "l 305 - 35.9 3.4 | - 30,8
Trans, diea, (TiD,) - -] 234 - 22,5 22.6 - 19.8
Max, L. Humerus (HuLl) ne - - - - - - 317(7)
Iax.'di;n. (HuD, ) 20,0 -l - - - - - 21(7)
_Min, diam. (HuD,) 17.2 -| - - - - - 13.2(7)
_Max. L. radius (ml) - -1 - - 25, 254 - -
Max. L. ulne (VIL,) - =] - - 27(2) 278 - -
STATURR * (max.) - 5¢ 23" 5¢ 6" 5' 5"

* Using the formulae

of Trotter anc

Gleser,1952,1053,




- SKULL MEASUREMENTS

667 11 (3) § 661 1 (5) ¢

Glab, = Oﬂ01p- L. Il 181 190
Max, paristal B, B - 1387
Basi. - bregmatic Ht. w - 137(7)
Basi., - nasion L, LB - 104(7)
Prontal aro 8 - _ 136
Parietal arc 82 123 135
Occipital arc 83 111 124
Prontal Chord s‘l - 117.1
Parietal Chord 312 11 119,3
Occipital Chord 313 97,7 99,7
Palate B. c, - 11(%)
Porapinal L. . - 345
Bimotic chord 8c - 11,8
Bi-oondylar width ’ LA - 126,7(7?)
Rimental B R/ - L5.9
Loast ramuys B o RP 32,3 4.7
S‘Eito th .mb. Hl - 29.7
Max., mandib, L. ML - 99
prOJc L. ramua RL - 510-'5
Ht, st 2nd molsr WH 27.4(7) 25,8
Condyle L. cTL 19,7 19.8(%)
Coronoid Ht ) CH 58.3 62,2
Kandib. angle w/ - 116° 30°
¥in, i'rontal B, B! - 9%. 9




