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REPORT ON THE CREMATIONS' Ii'R01l CREENLANDS FARM, WIN.Tr:RBOURNE STOKE. 

Justine aayley
A. ~!. Lab. 

Six cremations from three bl!lI'rows were examined. Two,. from S.:. te A and 

Site C, wara trom disturb~d central graves. The rest came from other parts of 

the burial moUlt'a.. Sit~a Po and C ar~ disc barrows and Sitt'J D a bowl barTO,.,. 

Tho bone ~a3 ~03t]y Troll calcined and not v~rJ f~~nble. The ~ra~ont~ 

varied in size from 'PiOC~E, over 10 em. long' dOMl to those only a. fe,., m1\.. 

across. Some of tho croma':ion3 must have b"en d(')lib:~ ("; tel?" cru:.ilied a1~tOT 

burning as no largo 'Piecos survive. Others appear to tave been buried a3 th~ 

wore; e. g. the cremation from Sito D(NE Quadrant) has the mandibll'! and maxlill81 

preserv;ed in suf'f'iciently largo pieces that almost the complete c.ental 

formula can be recorded. 

Most 
I
'Parts of the bo1y aro reprOl3ented in all the oremations exoept 

that from Sito D (SE Quam-ant) nhoro only a few small fragments sUrTived. 

Table 1 eho~3 tho ~~iGh~s of th~ d~~f~ront ~arts of tho body irlentifi~d and 

the identif'ied bono frago(mt'3" For comparison the 'l'7ei[~ht distZ'"ibtd;ion for II 

cOIll'l")leto skeleton of unbu:'nerl. bonn~ is ruso g:lv~n. It can bo nf"~n that in t..~~ 

or~mation:3 the lons bonos ani skull aro ovor-r~presen7,od. This is n3 o%Tlooted 

as 'they are the larger· and more robust bones and "hen they brenk, do so in 

characteriatio and easily reiSjognisable ways.. The less dense bones such as 

vertebr~e com"letely disintegrate~ and the snall bones of the e·~tremi ties 

break into unrecognisable fragments. 

None of the croma~iona contained recognisable juvenile bonea or teeth. 

None contained any obviou!3 du'Olicated bones and 30 urobably each rerre30nts 

the remains of only one a,lul t individup.l. 
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Table 1 - Weights of oremations (gms.) 
_________, ---_••'-0'- _,,0,_' _____ •. - '_~_____ O"___.~--- --,,-_._-- --......_-- ,"-' 'T--

long hands 'Imiac. 
Burial bones & feet 

weight % waight % wedght % weight % wsight ~ weight % weight % weight 

-----------_._---,---- 
Site A 


skull vertebra.e scapulae pelvis ribs pa.t ella Ifrags. I 

%t weight 

total 

weight 

108 262 

282 734-

186 612 

797 ! 1630 

e . 

Oentral Grave 
 55 38 1, -t 15 4-9 5 3 .3 2 2 1 13 8 

Site A 

East baulk I 129 29 5 1 264. 58 20 4- 5 1 14- 3 15 3 


Site C 

7Central Grave 
 99 23 23 5 214- 50 9 2 11 .3 4-3 1.0 28 

Site .IJ 

SW Quadrant 207 25 19 2 1,1..2 53 32 I.. 9 1 37 I.. 87 10 


I 

Si tp 1) I 


44::iE Quadrant 
 I 
Site lJ 
 ,1_ 1 

lU!. '<,£u!1urant 198 23 59 7 J..5b ~j l ..~ 5 7 1 20 2 7u 6 4 _I 1010 ) 1875 


._1 __ ._+-------"--'-------_.- ._----, .. -- --- -__ . ...... t _ 

Un~urnt bones 11 4-0 9 2 7 8 :11, I I 
,, __.__________.._____J__--.1_._ j
--,--- -----.~-------",- ..--..~---------



Site A (Central Grave) 

There is medium osteo-arthritio li1"'l'Oing on one lumbar S'I"\ine but no 

other traces of degenerative Joint disease. One unper right molar (?robably lJ) 
hals a. dental abscess. 

No sexing could be made but the age was at least 25 and most l"lrobably 

oljer. 

Site A (East baulk) 

No -:rac~s of degenerative joint dis'ease were ol'served which indicates 

tho remains were 'Orobably those of' a young adult. No so::ing O'Ould be made. 

The central part of thlt mandible surviTod showing that both the lower 

CaninIJ3 were double rooted. 

Si te C (Central Gra'O'e) 

Somo vortebralt 8ho~ medium bo~ 1i'O'01og due to degenerative Joint 

dbease (oateo-arthritis). Part of the sacro-ilhc Joint is 'Pres:!rved and aho.. 

t.i.'! same 1i'P:->ing. 

No 1orl"3 could be made but tho- indi'lidual was at least 25 and moat 

]?robably oldor. 

Site D (SW Quadrant) 

VerJ slight osteo-3.rthritic 1i'P'Oing was observ.,d on the artioulations 

of the vertebrae and long b.)nea. Parts of 18 tooth roots were 'Oreserved, 

representing main~ anterior teeth. 

No sexing was possible. The indiTidual was adult. 

The cremated rsmai1S also includltd some e1inker. 

S1 te D (SE Quadrant) 

Only a f''!m bone fragments were 'Preserved. The"J are prob'1bly human. 



•• 

Site D (NE QU4irantl 

No degenerativs Joint disease was observed., The jaws 1'I'er-e very well 

",reserved as msn.tion.ecl above, g1Ying a dental formula 

654321 123L.567

87654321 123456--
-- =area 	missing 

Pa:::-ts ot 	the roota of 6 molars and 6 anterior teeth 'Ier, also '!'reserved. 

Thi3 ind.iTidual had heal thy teeth and was t):'ob:lbly a y01.lng adult. 

The crsmation also inoluded a few charc.al "'rai~mente. Theae welre 

i ientifiea as oak. 

http:charc.al

