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bot¢n1cal_ matoerial from
The/work <~ concentrated .on/the early fealures which were cut inte the
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natural sande and clays of the sile and worc sealed by the 'bank' material. The
two pits, P71 and FI24, which were cut by the watfle-lined gully, proved to have

. ) pecauss of the wvigiole charcoal flecks and gagu.
fills which ~ had . preserved organic ramalna;'FTI was particularly -

interesting, thia was the pit which had the line of stakeholes around one inside

‘edge, The dating of these pite relied on the pottery within the fille., Btafford-

type ware was found in the group of features which were out into the natural

‘sands and olaye,wh;gh'implias.a 10th to 1Ith century date for the pits,,

Samplos were ocolleoted by the excavatur as the pits were dug. The different
layers within F7I were sampled and one bulk sample was taken from the fill of
¥I24. Most of the samples -consisted of a light,sandy soil,(with some olay lumps)
and in all the Baﬁplas$ih§£§;ware charoonl flecks throughout the soil matrix.

To separate any charred remains it was necessary to soak the sample in warm water,
witn gentle agitation and then to pour off the flotant through a 300 miocron sisve,
The disaggregation of the samples caused no problems and it was aufficient to

repeat the washing down process three times, The flotant was dried slowly in an

oven and then sorted under a bilnocular microscope., The residue which was washed thro ..
a 00 micron /was cheoked carefully for small pones and potiery,

All identifications of seuds weru made using reterence material. Phae
lists of nlani species represonted by the remains in the pitfilis are riven an Lhu
the table. The numbers of sceda are c1ven for cach layer which was aamplod, 1n
aat BfL the layers are® 1712, 293, <9, 299y and the bulk sample from pit P14 is  rom
layer 294, 1ln all the samples there was a predominance ot dAvena sutiva ,the

cultavated oat, was i1dentified ny tho flower bases which were also preserve. anid whicn

‘are quite distinct from the basas of Avena fatua the wild ocat. The oarley was hulled
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and the prains were recorded accordlng to whether they were ‘'straight?® or "twisted',

_1f the samples contained 6-row bharley it would be expected that approximately two
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thiris of the grains would be assymmétrical(twistad) and that the remainder would
oe uymmetrical. 9ﬁn¥or ungtgil he aigsbéﬁpfago¥hbar&% e%geo gfﬁécwere too low
to oe able to determine whether the barley was of the 2-row or 6-row variety. Mosi o

o wheoat was (ﬂub wheat, Triticum_aaestivum L. aeativo-compactum Sohiem,, this is
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s tound in three of the 1ayers of pit F{I. TFor many of the wild plants,which

.. charred with the cereals, it was impossible to identify them to species level,

. . L 3
o 4as hacause of the poor proservation which often obscured the characteristics of

seud i,
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' }}gta ofﬂthe plant species reprosented by Llie potanicnl remuinsg found
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. Ppit F7T and pit FIl4.
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Humbers of seods p
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© CHARRED Su1d3 Pit P71

RN : Iy 25 29!
Cultivated plants R 22 R 2
Avena aativa L. _ Oate 100 27 7 34
-flover basas X x x x
Hordeum vulrare Bulled barley
L, emend, Lam, gtraight ¢ 5
twisted I 3 b
cf. Secale cercalae L. Ryeo I 5 7
. Mriticum aesfivun L, 7 Club wheat 5 2 Il
var.aoestivo- gompactwn:- 7., ‘
' ~ woghiam, 3
Tritioun cf mpelta L,  3pelt wheat I I
Wild vlants |
cf. Bromus gD, Brome 2
Carex gp. Sedpge 3 2
Galium sp. Bedstraw ' 3001
Gramineae Ap. . Gracg 4 3 II
cf.Galoopéié 5D, Hemp nettle I I
cf. Oenanthe s&p. Dropwort 16 17 2
Prunus spinosa L. Sloe 1
Tiecia gn, Vatch 2 I
Corylus Avellana L. Hazel nut shell X x
fragments
Unidontified epecies I I I
UNCHARR%U.SEEDS
Rubus fruticosus ase. Bramble m n m m
Sambucus nigra L. ilder m m m m

{ 1~indicate§ the presence of,
m-indiogtes many)
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(Approxamate volumes of samples which were washed down;—

Pit P11 layer I72 3 litres
" 253 5 litres
" 259 8- litres

" 295 20 litres
Pit FI2q ¢ 296 5 litres )}
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Pit P24
2496
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L The'&saemblages from the pits represent i: . orops which were being ouitivatad it
.tha timo, together with some of the weeds of the gornfield. The grasses, nrome and
veloh would have been common weeds. Godwin (I9Fb) states that plub wheal did. not
bacome an important 'bread plant’ in wngland until historic tlmes, at Rigg's Hall
it is mvyggabupdant than the ppslt wheat, which was the dominant orop in Rowan timaa,

'“Godwin xeoordé ad oata" . on Iron Age, Roman, Anglo Saxon, Viking and Medieval
sites. Rye became-estab11shed in the Roman period and thereafter bgcame a common

- crop. Similar asgemblages of cultivated plants have been recorded from Medieval

!(IOth.nIdth Qentury) Flaxengate in Lincoln and Late Saxon Marefair in Morthdmg%ona§§?9

+ At Plaxengata, from a number of differant contaxta, there was also a predominance

" of oats, with qlub wheat next in abundance, aome @gpelt wheat, barley and rye. The

- Late Saxon context at Marefair had higher velues f&r oiub wheat buil there were large

'numbera of gatg. At both sites the presence of the Horsebean, Vicia faba , wus
rgcorded and at Flaxqugate a probable sherry sione was found, At Higg's Hall 1in
layer 295 of pit F7I there was a oharred 8loe, Prunug_ggigggg, showing that the .
fruit pulp as well a8 the stone had been burni, The pregence of fgod_ylanta other ‘
than cereals in the pitfills emphasizes the ‘domasfic' nature of the deposita.

. There is little to distinguish between the plant ameemblages in the different layers
of pit FII, As with nearly all charred remains in pits it is impoasible to be wvertain
of the causa of burning which led to the preserﬁatidn of the sseds, There could
have been ,6Yb;heating whilst stored crops were being driad and the dobris
then swept into a convenient pit. For the two pits at Rigg's Hall there were no
indications thal the burning was of a deliberate,'industrial' nature.

I#% is interesting to note/g%aﬁlaxengatﬁ there were also uncharred seeds preserved
with the charred cereals and that these were mainly Sambucus nigra, the elder.

At Rigg's Hall in pit F7I there were high proportions of uncharred Sambucus nigra

: art alisedt . . 77
and Ruugs fruticosuas, the bramgig/ T%ytﬁéggs%%%%_ égelgoﬁ ggﬁorary with the charred

romains it would not have been pessible for them“tq have become pregerved by
waterlogaihg;,the pits were damp but did not hold mich water. It is more probable
“that the Beada became mineralised, invelving the raplacement of the organic structure
of the seeds by caleium phosphate or oalcium oarbonato. (Green I979) A replica of
Teach seed is preducad and is resistant to deoay. The process of replagement is
depandant on the the mineral content in the surrounding soil matrix.‘Conqltlnng
are favorable in hard water areas and if lime iﬂ added to the depoaits. But at
Rigeg's Hall there is the poassibility that the’ ?ﬁdér -and hramble ggeds were contam;nani
‘they could have filterad down through old raa$‘nalaﬁ or in pit P73 they could have
pasaed down the stakeholes and this oould havﬁ tak&n place at any time after the pits:
imilar ocgcurrence, wi
were disused. At Quilter's Vault, Southamptun (Grqan ;978) thera waa 7 large numbera
pf glder and pramble seeds in the depoalts, it was ntatad that these were minsraligad:

but also that they could have entered the featura via root holes or natural dlsturbano

subsequent teo ite filling.
The purpose of the two pits poses another problem, In the discussion of the
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Saxo-lorman levels at Waltham Abbey, Bssex (Huggiﬁa;19?3).a saries of pits ware
mentioned. Two of these pigg'had.atakaholas iﬁ ﬁbémgﬁnd pne was very similar to
pit P7I at Riggt'a Hall; with a line of holes around ons inside edge. Because of the

POSSibility of structures guch as goraens or Phn?izcntal latrine bars! i1t was suggeste
that the pits could have been latrines, with such limited evidence the sugpestion
was obyiously tentative. The same must apply to P7I and ¥124 wheye the nature of

the preservation of organic remains only allows them to be grouped under the large

heading of 'rubbish pits’.

Geodwin H. 1975
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