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Many of the sherds submitted for examination were studied
in thin section under the petrological micrescope (denoted by
an asteriek). Thig allowed a division inte twe dirstincet fabric

groupings.

Group I N 18, HD €33% (Iron Age), UD HO1, HD H153% (Dark Age).

Flecks of micn are present on the surfaces and white grains of

felapar and fragments of rock can be seen in fresh fracture. In
thin gection inclusions of tourmaline-granite can be seen
scattered throughout the clay matrix, topether with numerous
large dircrete praing of felspar, quartz, miea and some tourmaline.
Deposits of granite, much of it highly teurmalinized, make up
the majoerity of the landmase of tle Scilly Isles, and so a

local source for Lhis pottery would agree with the petrology.
However, it may be worth while noting that similar tempered Iron
Agoe potlery has also been recopnized at Nerneur, in the Eastern
Isles of Scilly, and at Carn Euny, Cornwall (Williams,1978),
which ig alse situated on the ygranite, The two Dark Age grasa-
marked sherds would seem to be n local adaptatien of the Cornish

grass-marked series (Pencoék,1975)o
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Group 11 D A43%, 1D ATABRY, HI AT533, D BT*, HD B16,
HD B286%, L B345, HD C516, HD C1309%, TD 141,
HD ¥1519%, HD G70%, HD G1463% (Iron Age), HD D25%*,

HD DET#, HD D345, HD E30%, HD E1466 (Roman).

Small angular frapgments of white felspar cccur in seme numbers
threupheut the fabric. In Lhin gsection the most prominont
inclusions are made up of angular grains of altered felsapar
and colourless grainsg of amphibele, many of which appear as
fibrous agpregates. Also presend are a few grainas of pyroxene,
olivine, quarts and magnetite. Thirs cgpemblage of minerals
closely resembles Peacock's (1969) descriphtien of the gabbroie
clayn of the Lizard Head; Cornwall, and it =eems probable

thet this wea the source of the vaw materials fer the Halangy

Down potiery.

The wide diatributiocn of Tron Age Uernish gabbroic pottery
i nov a well-known fact, due to the vork of Peacock (1969).
Thiz pottery indusiry has recently been shown te hnsve heen

active in the Roman period as well (Williams,1976),
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