ANCIENT MONUMENTS LABORATORY
REPORT
2987

S
SERIES/No .  CONSULTANT

AUTHOR  Hiss E Crowfoot 441379

Riggs Hall, Shrewsbury; Textiles
TITLE




Dec,4th., 1979
Riges Hall, Shrewsbury

Taxtile

Pit. 54 10134, ?11lth century

Bl 295, Two fragments, very bLeitile dotasriocatad Tabric,
¢. 9 X 4 and 6 X 3.5 mny  spiaciag ¥ in one systam, Uine,
fairly even, Pwarp; the other system is mostly 4 span, but
has occasional 5 or Sply thread; tabby weave, count on
2.5 ma 6/3 , i.e.c.24/12 per cm.
B.M.Appleyard examined fibres, b ut found thew very [riable;

they are of animal‘origin and densely pigmented.

As far as can be judged from such tiny scraps this has probalbly been
a good gquality weave, perhaps a worsted tabby of the same quality as an
11th century fragment from Winchester (1), but even acarer in count to
two earlier fragmeants from Viking lovels at York (8). 'thase ars all
simpls 4,2, tabbies; the comblanation of occasional 5 or oply threods in
the Z weft suggests these were perhaps a different colour, single threads
perhaps vart of a wider stripe or check pattern such as & plaid. The
use of different spinning for different colours in such patterns in
Anglo-Saxon tabbies and twills is still found in some three-shed twills

in 14th century finds from Baynayd's Castle,.
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