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36 sherds 1 4 loom weights, 6 fragments of brick or tile, and one piece 

of fired clay, were examined X-radiographically, me.croscopically 1 and 

nicrosccpically, The X-radiographs suc,:;ested a divi<.:'.on into two fabrics 

on the presence or absence of iron ore (opaques) and this was confirmed 

by thin sectioning 17 samples, 
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The sherds Here examined under n binocular microscope wh:t.ch revealed 

a minimum number of tv;elve vessels, with five vessels represented by 

or.ly one sherd, 

Fabric 1 6 Vessels, 

Vessel 1 Layer 55 

2 shcrds. 

Soft fabric. 

OS, Cxidised buff. 

IS !', C Reduced dark grey, 

Some vegetable-temper, probably chaff, 

Vessel 2 Samples 1r,3 Layers 55, lt1, 121, 

6 sherds, 

Hard fabric. 

OS & IS Oxidised light pink, IS Hiped horizontally, 

C reduced r;rey, 

Copious chaff temper, 

Vessel 3 Sample 2 Layer 41, 

1 sherd, 

Hard fabric, 

OS Oxidised light grey. 

IS reduced black, Hiped, 

Copi~us chaff temper. 

Vessel 4 Sample 6 Layer 97. 

10 sherds, 

Soft fabric, 

OS reduced, some oxidised parts, 

IS Oxidised dark orange, 

Some chaff temper.· 



Vessel 5 Sample 4 Layer 97. 

1 sherd, 

Hnrd fabric. 
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OS, IS & C, reduced light grey to black, 1 buff patch, 

IS Hiped t1ith fingers up to the neck, 

OS burnished, 

Some chaff temper, 

Vessel 6 Sample 13 Layer 41. 

3 sherds, 

Hard fabric, 

OS Oxidised, 1·1i th thin reduced layer on top, 

IS e: C reduced,, 

IS & OS burnished, 

Chal! temper, 

Fabric 2 6 vessels. 

Vessel 7 Sample 5 Layer 55, 

1 she:rd, 

Soft fabric, 

OS Oxidised buff, 

IS e: C reduced light to dark grey. 

Os smootted to slip like finish, 

Chaff tempered, 

Vessel 8 Sample 7 Layer 1f1, 

2 sherds, 

Hard fabric. 

Rim OS Oxidiscd, orange, burnished, 

IS reduced, grey, burnished, 

Base OS Oxidised 1 oranr;e, burnished. 

IS reduced, c;rey, burnished. 

Chaff temper, 



Vessel 9 Sample 11 Layer 1+1, 

3 shords, 

Soft fabric, 

OS & IS Oxidised. 

C reduced, 

IS & OS rim burnished, 

OS body burnished, 

Chaff tempered, 

Vessel 10 Sample 12 Layer 55. 

5 sherds, 

Hard fabric, 

OS Oxidised then reduced, 

IS e, C reduced, 

03 burnished horizontally.-

Is burnished horizontally and some vertically, 

Chaff temper, 

Vessel 11 Layer 41, 

1 sherd, 

Hard Fabric, 

OS reduced dark bro~m 1 burnished, 

IS e, C reduced black, 

Chaff temper. 

Vessel 12 La.yer 55. 

1 sherd, 

Hard fabric, 

OS, IS & C reduced black, 

OS ?burnished( may be modern ?tro\{el) 

Copious chaff temper, 

/ 
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Loomucichts Samples 14, 15, 16, 17 Layer 55• 

All four loomweights are made in fabric 1 with the addition of flimt 

fracments, 

Fired Clay Samples 8, 9, 10, Layer 55• 

six fragments of fired clay, Hard, well fired, badly Hedged light 

orange and pink oxidised fabric, All f~.bric 1, possibly brick or tile, 

One frar;ment of fired clay, Sample 8. Reduced grey on one side, black 

on the other, Pieces of Iron ore adhering to black surface, ~1hich also 

bears the impression of burnt out plant material, Possibly furnace lining. 

Geolosical source of clay 

Fabric 1 is probably from th~ nearest clay source to the site. The 

looJ:l>~eir;h ts ~1ere made from this clay, and one would expect them to be 

made from the most convenient clay, as it serves only as a Height and 

its firing and Horldng characteri.stics are not important, The most likely 

source is the clay Hith flints 1km to the north of Ramsbury. ~'his clay 

is formed from Eocene deposits that have been le1ched do~m a.1d redeposited 

around the flints of the dissolved chalk beloVI them, 

Fabric 2 had no distinguishing characteristics microscopically so 

a heavy mineral analysis Has conducted Hith one sherd from vessel 10 

(sample 12),This yielded Tourmaline, Andalusite and Zircon in approximately 

equal quantities Hith Kyanite and Stauralite present, This suggosts a. 

tertiary deposit, either clay Hith flints or the Reading beds, The lack 

of chalk and the unsorted quartz makes the Reading Beds more likely. The 

nearest deposit of Rending bods lies on the clay Hith flints south of 

Chilton Foliat in Brick kiln copse (SU321695) ~lithin 51crn, This could 

mean the clay ~las imported to the site, or else a potter, perhaps working 

at Chilton Foliat, ~/as trading his Hares to Ramsbury, 
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Several fragments of a grey, fairly c~arse, vesicular basaltic 

lava, containing conspicuotu! dark I>henocrysts of augi t<>. In 

thin section the most prominant minerals are green or occasional 

colourlAii!s clinopyroxl'me, Mainly augi t .. , set in a groundm,.ss of 

small lath-sha,ped crystalfl of a,nU.esin .. /labradlf>rite f01lspar, 

opacite and some xenomorphic nepheline. The composition and 

character of ~he minerals is paralleled in the basaltia: lavas 

of the Mayen-NiedArnendig area of the Eifel region, and the 

R11.msbury l~tvll <J.Uerns \feore unU.ouhte<lly iJnp!!rtt!d ·!'roll! this part 

of Gerll'lany. It is <1ifficult P"trologiaally to differentiato 

between a source at Mayen or Niedermendig, though on archaeological 

grounds it !!&CUlll 1 ikely that the early date cti' the RaMs bury 

saa1ples illdicates thl\t they orieina.ted :fr10m the Bellerberg la.va. 

flow near Mayea (Did~le 1 1964,32). 

Didtlle 1 H. (1964) 'The excavation of & Motto and Dailey Ca.Rtle 

a.t Therfield, Hertfordshire', J, Britislt Archo 

Agsoc., 27(1964),53-91. 


