
Taohnological t'i ndo i'rom the CE\J oxoavationa at 1!uol::lnr. . Eo"ox 

Jus tine lbyley 
Anoi ent Monument s Lab . 

The i t ems submit t ed for exami nation inoludsd 31ags , Bcr ... p me t al, s t onos 

and f ired cla.Y' eaoh group i o desoribed bolow. 

Most of the sl ag was pieces of off-vlhi t e fuel aeh slug. Thio 1s f o!taed 

when '~he aRh in a fire N ao't o Vii t it some oilicate-rioh mat erial suoh ao ol a.Y 

or Eland. The pal o colour indi catoo that it camta ino very little iron, whi ch 

is unuoual. FUel ooh slog is not neoassoril y an indioator of metallurgy! a~ 

prooess which io asoooiat ed vrl t h a fire at high enough temperaturos oan 

protiuoo it. It nan even result i'rom an i ntonso wood, thatoh or hut firo . 

One unst ratified piooe (A.M. No. 1825310) was an iron-working slag. H 

was about 13 om aor oso and 1 om t hiok but originally loul d have bosn largor; 

It oontai ned ma~ i mpr essi ons of pieces of wood , presUlll8bly the fuel used i n 

t ho hearth or i'urnao,3 whsre H 'JaG produoed. I n appearanco i 'G is unlike 

ordi nary foImi thing ( foriP.ng ) slaG ancl 00 i s probabl y the produot of a pri mitive 

smel ting opo:,,·ution . This oould be of Iron Age dat o bul; it is i.ntoreati l16 t o 

note t hat Blags of s i milar appear anoe, although l ur gor i n s i ze . have been 

found a t I.!ucking i n foaturoe said t o be of Anglo-Saxon dat e . The pieoe will be 

further examinoel i n an attempt to oonfirm its oonneotion with iron em01ting. 

T'ao f-lnal ' s l og' (1821,513) ~s .a pi e ce of overheated clay mat erial , 

probably 0. fragrnen'. of a cruoible or mould. 

Thero \\'Oro t hree pi eoDs of COl"dP me'Gal, t l10 of them semi-roanut'actured . 

All ...ero of copper alloy . The first (182391+9) was a bronze b'\r oontaining a 

littlo lead, 3-4 mm i n diameter, in some pl acos S<luare and i n othor::! round in 

croos-Boct :ton. The second (7825306) was a small pioce of uheet metal about 

2 mm tUck. It ,,/as a More h()avily leaded bronze than t he bar. The final pieoe 

(1824358) war, a blob of COP1lOr , preeumably spiH when pouring moH en met al 

f'l'om a cruoihle . (The anal yees wore oarrie d ou'~ by x-ray fluoresoenoe . ) 

The t wo s t one samples (1820854 and 1821.508) ar o l ava, l3 i IOila :;.· i n 

appear<\l100 t o Mayen lava . This i s 0. not unoor:nnon f i nd on Roman and later s Hoo 

i n eouth-<3aot ern England but it is ui1usual to find it i n a prohi otorio oont ext . 

The fired cl ay submitted for examination \'laB madD up of a varioty of 

fabriOB and i noluded bot h oruoible and mould mat e rial. The mos t obvious 

orucible fragmont (1822814) 11.o'1e1 been heat od from above ae i s uaua l lIith 

pre-Roman oruoiblee; P:ll't of ita i nner Burfaoe 'la s vit rif'led and bolow t hat 

VIas a vosioular zone. produoed by tho local over heating of the clay fabrio . 
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A second olay fra~ent (78230118 ) displ ayed simil a r ohanges and may a l so be 

a crucible fragment as may ·Ghe pi ece of ' s l ag ' descri bed above • 

• 4.11 U.e fired cl ay i s unu,u'go.lng a f ulle r i nvestigat ion and it i s hoped 

th9.t mor e detailed dOtlorlptiollS will be added t o these i nt erim notes at a 

l a t e r da;ce . 
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