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One bulk sample of about 3 1i,000 ml of soil was processed in 

the laboratory for the recovery of botanical evidence. The 

botanical filld", have been li""Led in ')'able 1. '£he evidence 

was preserved nearly cntirely by carbonisation except for a 

few se8ds prcserved by mineralisation (Calcium Phosphate 

replacement)~ Gf~ ~q11}·L·t1-l'6't ). 

The small quantities of carbollised cereals recovered 

from this samplc included Bread/Club )'Iheat ('£riti£~_~.£~!i~1.!;m/ 

£Q[ll12£l.£!~!l}) v!hich exhibited a vlell rouf!ded form more typical 

of club than bread wheat. No rachis or other identifiable 

fr(w:monts of this cereal vlere recovered and therefore 

identj,ficntion relies on the morpholo~y of the cRryopses 

w~ich is not always a ~ood indicator of species. The ~eneral 

morpholor:y and tb, lack of rachis fi'c,§!,'wents can be taken as 

ranf':e. 

was recovered in smaller auantities than wheat. Once again 

no, rach~s or other identifiable fragments were present. Cats 
wf-Q£. 

(Av~§; cf • .£ativ~) _ recovered. It lyaS not possible to 

determine if this waB a I'iild 0]' cultivated form due to the 

lack of the basal part~ of the florets and other morphological 

features. 

The ratio of the various cereals is directly comparable 

1 

to the ratio found on urban sites of the medieval period, in 

particular from Winchester and Southampton (Green, forthcoming). 
f,v, v0vJc. ftW1 

In this respect the sample is more comparable to urban sites 
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']' axa _________________ §.Y.!l2E..Y.~I! _______ (Jlul ~ SaI!!El£L __ 

PAPILIONi\CE1\E ----- .-~.~---,-~-

Vis.1:.£ sp. 
Pisurn sntJvum 
-~-'----------

llO:';ACEAE ------
RUb£s f££!i.co~~ agg. 
POLYGC)NACEAE ---------
RuQ!.£~ sp. 
COHYLACEAE 

Corylus avellana L. - --,--_._-, ------~---
Corvlus :lvellaDe. L. 
--.~-----------

QU£2:£~3. sp. 
Pl.l:\~~~'1 :\ C II! I\ C~~ /'., J-.: -_._-------_._---
r.~f~!).t~~~_l ~!l c e g.12.~2 L. 
GF ,;!'/'If:I:.:\E 

~~ii u !~~ile E: U l~l!!~:!£: I,. 

Small Vetch 

Pea 

Blackberry 

Hazel-nut (Frags) 
Hazel-nut (Catkin) 

3 
31c 1m 

1 

1m 

12 

1 

Oak (Cupule and nut) 1 

Plantain 1 

Darnel 1 

Bread/Club ':[heat 18 

Six-row Hulled 6 
Barley 

Oat 2 

Cereal sp. 14 
Grass 1 
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tlHHi.Z. 
of the peri0t)(thCln rural ones. However, the presence of 

pea (Pi~!:!.!!l_sa!:,;h~~!!!) preserved by lHiner~"li.sation and 

carbonisation, especially in the quantity recovered, is 

more typj.cal of rural than urban sites. The peas in this 

particular case may have been deliberately discarded since 

most of them appear-cd to contain evidence of insect 

infestation prior to carbonisation. 
wU$-

Small quanti ties of other seed material. w&&.. recovered, 

includjuv quantities of hazel-nut fragments (~Q£~~~~~~ll~~~). 

This species is uomloonly encountered on sites of this period 

and can be considered ubiquitous, probably being collected 

h!:lT'uc.ct-
,- -" .... > '- ' ....... " • Tt18 laclc of gnawinf by rodents 

sug~ests that these particul!lr fragments were imported by 

buman a1';e nay. 

The rest of the ruderGls and wild' plants found in the 

sample could have entered the deposi~ as a rC3ult of a 

variety of anthropoc~enic or natural activities. 'The small 

Quantities recovered makes interpretation impossible. The 

presence of a deformed oak cupule and nut, as well as hazel 

catkins, may have origina~ed as a result of collecting fuel. 

The interpretation of this individual sample is 

particularly difficult, since no other samples were forthcoming 

which could be used in a comparative fashion. The evidence 

recovered from this sample is virtually urlUsable and provides 

no specific information of great importance about this site. 
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