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Tunaon it samplos,

vood o churcoal(i.e. pursi vwoodjocour comronly on archavoleginal aites, Chaveed wood
coaniots slmest entirely of carvon,and therafors dooss not suffer biological degradation,
T4 s aff'ectes by mechanical breakdown only.llowever,unburned wood nrovides o suitawle
lbd trate for 1he activities of decay organisms such as fungi and bacteria,Thervrore
oonly v sereco T el clroumnter 2o, On some sites, timber is vreserved by
T

vuiux}ogpluu,ws at Uarlicis.On other sites,woue 18 nreserved wnhere it has been in
contact with a metal such an iron or connor,ss at Uhe@ﬁford,Wicken Bonhunt,and Muoking.
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“repacation and identification of samplas,

The diree of success in identification of wood depends mainly on ity state of nreserve
ation.The structure of burnt wood is of ton perfectly prosoerved,and identification nay
be made by obssrvation of a freshly fracture. surface under reflected lignt,The
condition of unburned wood iz much more variable,The structurs of waterlopged wood

may be well nreserved,but sometimes apparently well preserved wood displays very little
structure at a miorescopic lavel,

It is usually nocesaary {o obtain thin seotious of wood to allow identificaticvn.These
gan bho very difficult to obtain when the materlal is very soft,It is of'ten nosuible
to harden the wood sufficisutly Tor sectioning DBy soaking in 70 -90. IHS,

Latorlogsad weod is often compressed and dislorted,The structure may be revived suff-
iciently for identiffiontion by treating the sections on the microscepe slide with
strong sodium hypoohlorite solution,followed by washing with distilled water,This
troatment was successful with the CatterlcP wood,but over treatment results in
destruction of the sample,

Occaslonaily,the wood (usually dry somples) is very hard, Tt may be softonéd by boiling
smadl cube of the wood about O, ﬁcm.sqq&eln water until it sinks,and then soaking in
SQ aloohol(eg methylated spirits),50% glycerine for about 72 hours,

Yiood which has been preserved by contact with iron is of ten extremely difficult to
identifyrhe diron corrosion »roducts may completely aask the wood structure.It muy
sometlimes be possible to reiove sume of ihis iron with iDA.llowever,of ten thers is
no wood remaining,as they have ‘oeen complately renlaced by iron corrosion products,
Very little microscopio detail is preserved,snd identification is corresnondingly
difficult. It is virtually impossible to section this iron impregnated wood;so
identification must be based on ths aprenrance under reflected light, :

I+ is 1o be hored that futwre work with the newly acquired saaﬁning alectron microscopa
will helyp overcome soms of tie problems montioned above,
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interpretation of resulis,

Tt is extremely difficult to reccnstrucit pest suvironmental oconditions from a list

of wood identifications,This is bocauss wood was often sclected for a particular
purpose(eg lighting a fire,making artefao%s),Therefore,the sannle often will not
dirsctly reprosent the proportions of species once growing in  tho vicinity of the site,
Also, the introduction of %timbers from furthur afield cannot be ruled out.However,it

I sn*athes possible to make tentative eavironsental quggestiona,ﬂarticularly vehin

maty Llargg ssnnlies are ldLnt*flbd(ﬁﬂﬁ Grimes Graves,;environmental series 1”/7&},or

whan Lhan identifications may be considered in the 1ight of other environments) avidencc.

Yo0d haas oftan formed nart of an aftefact(eg.a% Mucking,Carlisle . ittle vWaltham),




| JDEL
Tdentification of these sasples therefore yields technological information. ;
Cecssionally, it is possidle to obtain some idea of the type of atructure which
& few wood romnants onoe formed a part of (eg, at Chelmeford). [

Information 1s scmetimes obtained indicating the selective use of differsni
tiwbers for liphting and mainteining e fire.(for example,at Gussage All Saints).

Wood identification may be of practical use;for example,at Westow, identification
of the burnt timbers of an Anglo-Saxon house allowed a ocopy to be builtjutilising
the ocorrect timbers for each part of the strusiure.
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