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Tos Frances Pritchard, Finde Section, D.Udh.

From: Philip L. Armitsge, Archaeological Scientist attached to D.U.A.

KesORT CF Tid STUDY CARRIED CUT G Tik AH];I'I}\L HAIRS FOUND. ATTACHED TO METAL

*LEAVES' FROM THE MeDIEVAL LEVELS, TRIG LANS (TL74).

Sample:  Context 268
I‘useum Accession Nuwmber 1098
Laboratory Kumber 6933

Description of hair semple:
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Two distinct groups of fzbres present:-
Fibres A: L tengled maes of coarse snimal fibres

Fibres B: Twisted (spun) wool fibres forming what apresrs to be a 'thread’
: ol
. Both fibres 4 & B/of similar pale, yellow/brown colour, This is not
natural colouration, and probably is due to staining whilct the hoirs were
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mhere/uq#e no traces ol preserved skin tissue in the sample.
i~
Method of examination:

(1} Whole mounts of fibres A & B were viewed under an ordinary lighs
microscope at low power (magnification X 100),

(2) Details of the size, shape and arrangement of the cuticular scales
. of fibres A were obtained by means of a scannlng electron microscope’
vrnte endy hodeen cnk Lisde
3 flbres/wera suspended over a wlr frame stuck onto a metal stub.
By rotatlng the stub through 709 in the chamber beneath the' gun' of
the microscope, it proved possible to obtain & reessonable picture of
the end of each fibre and so ascertain the shape of the cross-section.

Clensification & description of the fibr_es:2
FIBRES A

medulla types recoraed were: simple,interupted,and simple kb
with epindle~-shaped air spaces

cuticular ?atterns:‘ 1.Towards. the tip --« smooth & rippled /brenateﬂ ﬁy

. near/distant
| irregular wave
2+ Base/mid-shaft «-+ swooih
'  distant
regular wave

rogs-sections eyt~ sheped, oblong, circular
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FIBRES B

non-medullated wool fibres

as far a5 Y cen tell, there are no natural pigmentation gramules
in these fibres. The wool must therefore have come from & white fleece

Identification:

*
FIBRES A

compares favpurably with wedium and coarse fibres of domestic ox

FIZKES B

fine & medium wool fibres

Interpretation:
FIGRES A
As the Tibres were clearly attached to the metsl 'lenves there is no gueciion
of their originating from the surrounding matrix in which the'lsaves vere
found{ie they do not represent contaminstion from a decomposing hjdﬂ‘
This observation is supportad by the absence ¢f any skin tissueas.

Pulled cow hody hairs sre todsy used in the manufacture of felt, = low-
grade textile nmateriel 7. It may be,therefore, that the sample from TL7-
is all that remains of a felt blanket adorned with metal {tin pieted. 'isaves'

I understand from ¥s Kay Stanilard, Huseum of Londen, that similar
metal ornaments are known from Scandinavian horse traprings (medieval..
Could the TL74 sample therefore represent & horse blanket 777
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KOTES: 1. I am indebted to Mg Sharon Fairmen, BM(NH) for help with the electron
' microscopy
2« Classification & description follows that of

Brunner,H. % Coman,B. (19%4). The Identification of Memmalian Hair.
Felbourne: Inkata Press Proprietary Ltd.,5-11.

3, Wildman,A.B. (1954), ‘The Vicroscopy of Animal Textile Fibres.
Leeds: VWool Industrlies Research Association, 138.




