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To: Fr~ncef5 Pritchard, Finds Section, D.U.A. 

From: P!tilip ! ... Armj tage, A:rcha&olocical Scientist attached to D.U.A. 

'LEAVES' FRO!·\ TaE lt,t,"'DH:VAL LEVELS, TRIG Li\NB (TL74). 

•. 
Context 368 
l:useum Accession Number 
Laboratory Number 6933 

Description of hair sample: 

T..:o distinct groups of 

1098 

.. ·~ dved ~>1 ~A ~~ r/VI7J~ fibres present:-

Fibres A: A trmgled maes of coarse animal fibres 

Fibres B: T"isted (spun) wool fibres forming 1<1hat appee.rs to be a 'thread' 
. k ~~ 

Both fibres h. & n/of similar p.<>le, yellow/brown colour": Thin iE- not 
natural colouration, and probably is due to stainin1; whilPt the !'oi.rs "'o·,·c 
buried. . •I ._ . .. . , C -1- oJ.,~.<·J ~ 'a.iv<.11.- ') 

,:v1 ~.-L. \J" ~'j, '~ t\\"'r'· '~ t· . tr J 
I <1._.f'"C_ ' 

There/~ no tr&ces'of pres~rveci skin tissue in the sample. 
~~ 

Eethod of examination: 

( 1) Whole oounts of fibres A & B were viewed under an ordinary li£7:~ 
microscope at low power (ma()lificaticn X 100), 

(2} Details of the size, shape and arrangement of the cuticular scales , 
of fibres A were obtained by means of a scanning electron microscope' 

0Me ~ W~C<Akld~W'vl:ito. ~ L.~ 
3 fibres/were suspended over a wirrl frame stuck onto a metal stub. 
By rotating the stub through 70° in the chamber beneath the' gun' of 
the microscope, it proved possible to obtain a reasonable picture of 
the end of each fibre and so ascertain the shape of the cross-section. 

2 Classification & description of the fiPres: 

FIBRES A 

medulla types recorded 1~erc: simple,interupted,and simple .l>ll.t 
with spindle~shaped air spaces 

cuticc.lp.r pc.tterns: 1. Towards the tip --- smooth & rippled/crenate 
near/distant 
irregular wave 

2.llaBe/mid-shaft --· smooth 
diatant 
r~;:;ula:- wave 

c 1' c s~- fj~r: ti oru.:: eye-c't~ped, oblont; 1 circulw:-

(<-11 of th(?se with mcdiur.~ eiz.(:U mt:dul].~(;; 
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FIERI'JS t1 

non-~ieCullutect :..:ool fibres 

a.s fu.r an I ce.r. tell, there arc no natural pigmentation GJ'Ul'mles 
in these fibre;>. The wool must therefore have came frorr. a wl'i te fleec~;> 

Identification: •. 
FIBRES A 

compares favourably with medium and coarse fibres of dooestic ox 

FEEES B 

~inc & m~;>dium wool fibres 

Interpretation: 
fi/;I~E"S A 

NO'l'.SS: 

As the fibres 'r.rcre cle:::.rly &ttached to the IlJPtal 1 le:tves· there i.s no c;_T-:.::t.ion 
of their orir,inating from the surrounding r.Jntrix in which t.hp'jcC\vec;'l!~:cc 
found(ie thev do not represent contooination from 11 dec~mpo~inc c.idc\. 
This observa'tion is supportoci by the abs~nce cf any skin tissue$. ' 

Pulled cow body !iEti~s ru;-e todc-:y used in the manufacture of felt, S: ~:)~~·~ 

grade textile m:1terie.l --' It may bc,thercfore, that the sc.mple fro::: r-;r_;:~ .. 
is all that remains of a felt bla.nkAt adorned with meta:i. (tin ?:t.e~_:e~.:.: fJ..f:c-."~.re~t. 

I uncierstand. frow !·~s Filly Stanila.nd, Euseum of Lond.on, that simile.r 
metal ornaments are k!lm .. ·n from Scandinavian horse trap;~ngs (rueC:iE:vu:; .. 
Could the TL74 sarr.ple therefore represent a horse blaru<et ??? 

fi6Rt;S6 l> - 1- ,.). riL- ,__ ·I ' :::-rltrG:.., s;c-vf'Y\ eN..(~ ·etV'..d-'!.AC /)~14'\. 

1. I am indebted to ~:s Sharon }'airman, BM(llll) for help with the electt'On 
microscopy 

2. Classification & description foll01m that of 

Brunner,H. & Coman,B. (19?'4). The Identification of Namr.Ialian Hair. 
l·ielbourne: lnkata Press Proprietary Ltd. ,5-11. 

3. Wildman,A.B, ( 1951t), , The l1icroscopy of Animal Textile Fibres. 
Leeds: l'ool lnoustries Hesearch Association, 135 • 
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