
''/e vi[-';ited tJ'is site on ?lnt A1U~Uflt Ur30 And ~a',I ."l \'ery interesting 

induotrial area t"-hich \lllG tC;lltati'.'01y uatdl to the r·lid-1Gth century. 

It connisted of ntone-buil t ':latfor!'l~) and :>Elall houl hearthn. 1'110'38 had 

been arranfSed in a very ordp)'ly fashion qni te unlike the Iwman examples 

that "le have seen at Alce~tr;rJ ranchester ."l!!d Uf~k, und the Saxon ones at 

So u thnmp ton. 

rrhe r;tone-l~llilt platforr:lfl cO'tld.llave heen hElnf;~\ for more elaborate 

smithinF- hearths and indeed onp. Has found, hnt at r~round level in the 

"annexll at t}18 east end of tl18 area. Thi:, apl10.':lred to have a chi11mey 

Attached to it and a '01':.' nic(' cirClllnr l~e,'l.rth hut no Hater bOR}l, In front 

was a post hole that ni,"ht l!n'/(~ held an an il hnt there UA.C no hammer seal 

around it. 

accordin:': to the AXCa";a tor, r~~Fll ';ollrtney. ll~, 0)11:/ ono :JoHl Lad a lining 

p[lrtl? ill tl!.ct. 'Phi::; lil!.Ln.'" )·tll1 'r!r~C!l placed on ;t ! as:, of lO(ld, l)ro oably spL 

iy', the botton of the hf:"rtllo "\ (; ot;ICl'S 1-/r;l'C nict:ly llc r li;;phcl'ic.'ll Clnd 

burnt r0.d and hlae]·:. 1l'})CLl' li.liLJl:-· '\'.!'l:l undoubted.I:1 ill the n<lcJ;:et~l labelled 

sla(~. 1.': the [;OHtlllln:-:t ,·.'o]');er !)~. tile arCH l1a:; n ~;'I{-t.ll o'/en or :-:1111 \'lith 

a firt"'-hole attached; i:' UlI"' C{"ltl'Q of tJ f~ oven ':la:~ ,1 pot \Thich ::~a;r have 

~er1Jed as a cUD"ort 1'or th: ~,n:;c of the o~ren. 

To the nortl'. of th: ,~1t'('.'1 \!n:> _1. drain or r:1CP ·.-]I~ich cOllld at ~oO!1e time 

have provided Hater nOHr"r "'ror,~ t}'n 1;i11 l--l0.' ind (\lcnt). rJ'I~e f"xcavntor believ 

on purely .:.:":'._,_ ~.ilf;t(1ntial e-·!irjenc(> tl:.':..t tL(~ area Has the :..:ite of the short

lived 'fintern br,').s;~ Hor1':8 of l'ir;·~. '-":tt tlt(-l'f' i'~ nothing to indicate brass 

rather than :)rOll~e. "ut Ol)e f!'clR t1lil.t tilcnc hr.nrths \Tere for nel tinG' 

"lhich nay ~)e related to iron \-Jorl:lnl-~. :;:he fuel HHf; c!larcoal .. 1;0 crncibles 

~lerc ::;een l.ut :.~o:'c nieces of :·.Cl'llp COIH'(l'-: ase Ilot.:11 Here found. i.-a tu~e~ 

Here found. 

The C;:HCt datif1i'; of -ti.i:, ::;ite \<lill l~n dL-:"ficuli, to detc·r!;dne as the 

pottBry in not lil:c1:.r to '·i're rl date 1-eti;cr tlw +_ 50 year!], nor ,·,ill the 

C-14. Archaeo!'lt'v-;·pctic dati,"~ l.'iLl bc tried on the hcnrths. 
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'.Phe hcnrth Hith l€'nd in it could 11-'1.0 ~1(~C!'t a ]1l'c-uisnolution hearth 

rC-l.w8U for nel til~.~ 11p di··:~()Jutioll len.d R.t,d rf!-lin~d· for post-dis301ution 

actiyitieo. It io nO''''ib1e to inar;ine tl.:lt tl,c ~)o\11 hcccrthr: Here monastic 

&.f. KirkstnU) ,,,,,1 thilt the r:to;:e-1Jlli1t TllntforllR Leld ~oJ1!;ioticated 
hlacksnith's or nnnenlinr, hC:1l'ths such i"l~' tLO~1C to be seen at the 

Gloucester Pin factory - ):0\1 tlLe l?olk 

Post ::ed. Arch. 1'172,v,ldj). 

At some otal',e, probably in the late 16th century, the whole area lias 

cleared and na ttened so thn t all t;raccs of hif,her level and later 

activity have teen removed. 

I can seen no ob,jection to the alJorti'fe hrann Hork" but either the 

sto~e platformn must have held sone quite oODhi,:ticatcd equipnent or it 

must have 110en incredibly prir~itive. 

Fa d.ouht further e-:id.encc of date [llld pllrTlon8 uill Corne \"1ith further 

€.x:cava tion. 

Au {;till t 1'3'-30. 
H.? rr.'.'lccoto. 


