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Tudustrial Area in Pintern Albbev Irecinct.

We wvisited tris site on ?lst Anrust 19730 and sau a very interesting
industrial area which was tentatively dated to the nid-16th century,
It consisted of stone-built ~latforms and small howl hearths. These had
been arranged in a very orderly fashion guite nnlike the homan examples
that we have seen at Alcester, Manchester and Usk, and the Saxon ones at

Southamp ton,

The stone=Imilt nlatforms could_ have heen bases for more elahorate
smithing hearths and indeed one was Tound, but at ~round level 1n the
"annex" at the east end of the area, Thin apneared to have a chimney
attached to it and a '~ry riece circulnr learth but no water bosh, In front
was a post hole that mi~bt have held an an il bnt there was no hammer scal

around it.

The round howls had been lined and nrotected b a lean—to shel ter
according to the excavaltor, ool “onrtney, ul only onc bowl had a lining
partly intact, This liuines bnau been placed on o rass of lead, probably spi.
in the bottor of the hevrth, "M r others were anicely heminvherical and
burnt red and black, Their Linineg win undoubtedly in the packets labelled
Maiag", This was burnt =lay with o wood=-ash vitriried surface minteken for
galag, In the couthwest corvner of the area was a cnall oven or iiln with
a fire~hole attacheds ir the contre of the oven was 2 pot which may have

served as a cunrort for the vase of the oven,

To the north of the area uns a drain or race wlhich conld at some time
have provided water nower “rom the hill he ind (vest). The rxcavator helie
on purely zl._ .antantial evidence thet the area was the site of the short-
lived Tintern brass workz of 1463, ™t there is nothing to indicate brass
rather than bronze. "“ut one freols that these hearths were for melting
copner-hase alloys rathier thar acything else., Hlarsy material was found
which may he relnted to iron worting. The fuel was charcoal. o criucibles
were ceen tut nove pileces of serap conrsr-lase nctal were found., ilo tu%fres
vwere found.

The exact dating of this site will e difficulil to determine as the
pottery is not liely to ~ive o date Yettor tha- + 50 years, nor will the

C=14, Archaeonarmcotic dati,» vill be tricd on the hearths.



"}

The hearth with lead in it conld ha.e been a pre-disnsolution hearth
re-used for meltines up di-colution lead ard re-lined for nost-dissolution
activities. It is poscible to inemgine klat the bowl henrthr were monastic
c.f, Kirkstall) and thoat the ofore-built platforns lield sophisticated
blacksnith's or annealing hearths guch as thone to be seen at the
Gloucester Pin factory - now the I'olk imeeun ( sce R.F.wylecote

Post Ned. Arch. 19 72,0,153).

At some stage, probably in the late 16th century, the whole area was

cleared and flattened so that all traces of hipgher level and later

activity have heen removed,

I can seen no ohiection to the ahortive hrass works but either the

stome platforms must have held some quite serhicticated equipnent or it

must have been incredibly prinitive.

o doubt Murther evidence of date and purpose will come with further

excavation,
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