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ID"NTIFICA'l'ION 

I. (ll.l. 

Nytilus edulis 1. 1 

Ostrea edulis 1. Iv. I 

uv. I 

CeraBtoderma edu1e (1.) I 

I. Tr.2 

Ostrea oduliE 1. Iv. I 

UV. I 

I. lrr. 2. <') 

OE;trca oduli s L. 1 v. 4 

uv. I 

G20.21O 

; 
Buccinum undatum , 

2 L.. 

H~tilu£ eciuliE L. 'I 

o [.;trc[-J. eel u Ii ," L. Iv. 2 

UV • 5 

.sW 5'-6' 

Ostrea "dulis L. Iv. I 

NE 9'-10' 

Ostrea eriulis L. Iv. 2 

UV. I 

P1anorbarius corneus (L.) 1 

ostrea edulis L. uv. I 
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i'f.1 ()' - 10 ' 

c.; ( ~r ;" t o ci,; rmu <.- , ule (i ,.) 1 

Os t r oa e duli s L. 1 v. 1 

uv. 3 

XVI I Di t c h ,: .1. 

Bu c ci num un d a tum L. f gt ~ 

Lymn a 8a pe r >gr a (Hull. ) 1 

Planorbi s pl a norbi s (L.) 6 

Planorbis corneus (L.) 11 

Cep Gt 8 C1 s p p . 2 

He li x asporsa Null. 9 

Unio c f . tumidu s Phi l ips s on 2 

Anodo nta o.natina (L.) 1 

l'1ytilu: ; e duli s L . 8 

Ce ra,l'-' tocl..c rrua .;dule (L.) 1 

I v. 9 

uv. 11 

JX Pi t ," I . 

O:.; t r ca e duli f' L. I v. 2 

u v. 19 

VII ptt ;3 2 . 

Myti I u :'.:; edu l i s L. f gt s . 

Ostr'2fl edul is L. 1 v. 

uv .. 

15 

20 

I X Pit S4 . 

Os tr ea eduli s L. Iv. 

u v . 

1 

2 

I X Pi t 

Os trea 

55. 

e dul i s L. Iv. 

uv. 

7 

12 



,-, - .:5 -

XVII CV 
Euccinum unduLum L. 1 -----

Mytilus adulis L. 6 

C"ra"toderma edulo (L.) I 

astra" aduliE; L. Iv. 148 

uv. 127 

Notes on the above list of identifications: Bivalve counts are for 

individual valves. Iv. = low¥r valve; uv. = upper valve. fgt. = frag-

ment. 

rmASURi,:r·IE/I'rs AND O'l'H!~R OBSe;R\/:.'l'lCNS 

All complute ohells of Ostraa W(,re me",;urcd, l~ngth being the measure

ment taken. But only on0 coll<ocUon, Lhat from XVII e, contained enough 

shells for valid comm8ntG to be m:.du. The total range in a sample 

of 115 lower valves was from 4.5 cm to B.b cm, and in a sample of 

102 upper valves was from J+.C to 3.d Cill. Most, however, were in the . 
range from 5.4 to 7.5 cm (lo~8r V"lVDS) and 5.0 to 6.7 cm (upper valves). 

This i2 not excoptionally l~lrge, "Ioctern specimens reaching at least 

10.2 cm and more. And BOlne archaeolop:lcal specimens that I have seen 

(e.g. from Baconsthorpe Castle) are fJil,niflcantly larger, attaining 

15.0 cm. There was no indication that the .specimans had come from other 

than a single population, and hence collecting area. l'he size of the 

oYGters from the other samples War; in the same range. 

l'here was little to be gained from measuring the specimens of other 

species as the samples were meagre. All. however. were in the present-

day marketable range. 

Some 01' the oyster shells were comprefJsed, being exceptionally short 

and broad. And some w,ere cetaented to each other in pairs. Both these 

facts suggest crowding in the beds. 
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ThesE: wert: a~: follov/s: 

1) A few hall ":,,al1 (L.') 1I11n - 2.D mm (iiam.) uxtruncly r8e;ular holes 

uril18u partially from the out"ide or cOlllpl,;te.Ly through the valve. 

TheBe Weru probably caused by one or other of the vijriou,; gal tropods 

that feed on oy.sturs such aG Oc(mebra erinacea (L.), the sting winkle. 

2) A variety of channels and burrows into the uutcr Burface of the 

lower valves, but not penetrating the shell cavity. 'l'hese are caused 

by a variety of creatures such aE sponges and bristle worms. Infestation 

a dozen spocimcnc. 

3) Three shells had barnacles or barnacle bases on them. 

c ma·\;: WI' S 

:;0 f;J_r -'.l;: thoir origin un ttl' ."i t,; i:.; cuncc:r'n(-Jd. l"ir.c t there arc' those , 
l~h(-Jt ,\'\-;r8 brcu;';ht to L!h; ~,itt:;! by m'..tn for food. ':i.nei CeCono there are tllOG8 

. 
;.vho: '_' prl_?!..>:nce :L~; inci:10ntal, bi..;in~): u:~t,?r::dIL;'J oy man only to thE: t:·xtcnt 

In the fiNt category are: Buccinum un"'Jt,,:" (whelk), !·jytilus e;Julis 

(common mUEtA;l),. Of:tre3. eriuliG (common ~url)peiJ_n oYDter) and Cera:=:;to-

derma udule (edible cockle). All thece arc marine. Clearly the oyster 

was the moet favoured species. 

In the second category are Helix aspersa and the group of shells 

from Site XVII, Ditch H.l. These are all fro[;hwater (Lymnaea, Plan-

orbariu8, P.Lanorbis, Unio and Anodonta) or t"rreL;trial (Helix at.:persa 

and Cepaea). Th~ collection is clearly incomplete being a poor selection 

oj' a few oj th" larger and more conc:picuous shells note uuring eXCaV-

ation, but a few uc;eful cOllllllunt" may be made. the' frel;hwatel- species 

are those that generally inhabit large bodie" of slowly-moving or 
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stanci:Ln 

to 1_ ,c:tt,.: intl:rmitL,,·nt drying. 'lLhi,' CUI..?;gU.:.>tb floouinl' of Uu; uite. rrhe 

L;['('cctrii-1.1 ;.:p,_'cic;Jj could huve b(J\}n incorpordLt:d by floo(iing .. 

It iF; marl';:lnally po:~:c;ibl" t ,,,t :klix aDperGa (a land c;niAll) and 

Anodonta UIl&tina (a frG~hwater bivalve) were food npt;Ciel~. 

; 




