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T excavatioos wore visibed on Job May 1979, Sanples of orgenic deposits

vere taken Ceom 12oor Levels and woolen dratns (see Table). 24 Ky of
coch 80il senple wos weohed In Uhe Jaboeatony through a series of sieves
down to 157 iwesh apd subjzeted o poraffin ilntﬁtlon, while checking
runilunu.

L)1 ideniifiable plant matefial,,wjﬁh the exception of'wood, was plchked
out reroscopieally together with insect material, Identifications,
which are of fruils or sceds unless otherwise stated, ave listed in the
accompanying tuble,

.,)

In Lerns of ecologicul intecpretsiion there is very 1little differcenca

bebween the verlous sanples, so the results will be discussed ag a

species List for these levels.
The Jerscst component is weeds of arvable and wasteland, This group,
of'tten dendrznt in urboen deposits, includes both anmials and perennials
!
successful in the much--disturbed srcas assoclated with human activity.
Probably most of those are very leocal In orilgin, growing beslde paths,
on midden hesps, asgainst walls ete, but seme might have been inteoduced
with crop material, |
Plants of wel places are also well represented. There is no indicaticn of
standing opesn water but meony PLUHL of marsh or fen are present. The
pros grabion of organic material and the presence of so many drainage
chamels on the sitc'couid indicate a nearby marshy sunp. The presence
of Nontin fontana ssp. chondronperms seeds in such abundance indirates
8 sandy soil wlth a high water table ., Sedges.and other. plants could

have been gathered in quantity from local riverside meadowe for use
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Pood Banie, odther orops o pothered w104 plonts Feature in the Tist,
The only corcald ds Toekey, of which tvo corbonilsed prolns were found,
which was probably cultivated localdly. Corn spurry seeds indicate arable
Tond with ~n acldic, senly soil, and meny of the “wasteland " componant
2loe pron oo needs of srable lond,

Flgs were provably inpocled from more southern areas, even from: Burope,
and vewld hiove  beeb an luportanl fruit for winter use.

Remains of sloe, hesol, blackberry, raspharry and elder probahly indicate
the collection of fruitls and mats from neavby woodland. The other

tree fruits, Lireh and elm are bolh winged and could have travelled

some distinoeo,

Callvra (heathor) conid have come feom from a sandy open woodland
present Jocally vk is alﬁ characteristic of heathland, moorland and
acid bhog. Shoots us well as sceds Were recovered, suggesting that it

was goliwered and brought $0 thoe site for a partiecular purpose, probably
baing used in builling, bedding or as brughweod over wel areas, Its
carbonicetion surqaats incorporation in a bullding which was subseg~

ushtly burpt down o porhaps the berning of old bedding material,

The types of edible plants prescnt and thelir relative paucity indicate
that this arcs of the site was probably not used forlarge scale food
prevaratiosn or eating, rather the casuwal cating of fruits and nuts
whilol performing other tasks. The botanical evidence is entirely in

keeping with a busy thoroughfare and courtyard area,
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