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Anc i ent Monume n ts Lab. 


'Pbo pioc,),j ( AM ~J\! (')< ").' 1)) ' ;,11118 f ru lll ~iJe l't;~XCdvation of t he sout h aplJ~ 

ur U18 church. 'l'ho 'lUtll'Y Wi • . ; wlll)LI, u r ttlu ! ~l ,l:JU couLd be dated on tho bas is of 

it~ cOfllpo::iit ion Ci:1 tllo .Ll.y,;[' in will (; b it W!Hl f ou.nd wa::l posut bly Saxon. 

Vi~ ual eXdminati ,.>!l lnlii' ; il Lt:l1J Uw.t. t he e;laE:ls is very poorly preserU'a d. It 

hati lamina t ed cwli Q pli t i.J. llll t, he ( 'f )vI' iginal au r f ace j S opaqu.e dark grey-brown. 

Th i s sort of appeara.nco i l:J typl. c al or po t-a sh glass found buried i n the ground.. 

Soda gla s s , which is lOorf.l durable, ofLe r l develop. an irides ce nt aurfa.ce whioh 

rUdY fl cJce off lmt does not usui..d ly t:lhow t:1J( t anai ve de c ay as the pieces f rom Wharram 

Pe cy lio. 

r would Guggest, un tll", l) i1.:1 i ~ of uppearance alone, that these fragme nts 

w .co potat:l h gl d.tl 8. It 10 ullLj ke.L,y t hd.L d. llal.Yl:li s would provide any more information 

d S the present '.; o lllpusiti on ot' Lit " ~l d..;s LJ pl' obably not very closely related to 

it s origind.l composit. ion . it c onL i~ .il l:.J oloments and c ompounds dElPo8itad f rom the 

gr ound wa..ter wtli c h hii8 iil:JU [·tJ,nuvlJc..l ()thec mater i.a ls from it. Thero is no 

uniiltocod glau 8 left. 

'T'he on.ly 'l ue 8 t iun wll j dl C()iJ):l i rle, Lu be an!3were d is the date at which 80M 

g-l ::J.tJ S Wi:1t:l rtl pL.l. ctl Q 0.1 uu td. :·;h iS l .t:.I :; . Co nve ntiunally the change is thought to be 

,I (' ound 1000 AD (Bl ah. d.nJ ILtlL ey 1<)(') , 4) but i.n '-.Jome plac es there is potash 

g.L i:J.8 U whicb 1:,; ear lie c Llu ll thi ~j . ~ i ~ !,ut '!sh glews wa.s found at Birka in S weJe n 

wl 'dre the oec u pd. ti. on i s t,hu u ,< 11L i ' : LVE.; eolied by c. <) "l5.t(J 

tJiak L ami Hd.'yL ey J (1 :/( ')) 	{.J lii:J. ; Lt ld u Llwr vitreous materials. 
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