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A large sq,mple of both cremated and inhumed material was 

presented to the Lab. for examination from sites A,B and C at Roughridge Hill. 

Most of the bone was in an extremely fragmentary condition so that the minimum 

amount of analysis only was possible, ie. to differentiate between hwnan and 
• 

animal bone and to separate the various parts of the skeleton. In only a few 

cases was an estir.~te of age and sex possible. In nO cases was it feasible to 

measure stature and in only one individual was the bone sufficiently well 

preserved for examination for any anomalies or pathology. Nowhere was it 

practicable to make an estimate of the minimum number of individuals represented 

at any of the three sites. However it was usually possible to state whether 

eBjch samyl" of bone represented one or marc indivirluals (the material was too 

fragmentary for greater accuracy than more-than-one individual). Instances of 

possible associations of bone finds (both cremations and inhumations) are 

discussed in more detail under individual nwnbers in the Catalogue of Finds. 

The Cremations 

The cremated human bone was passed through sieves ranging from 

Imm. to 5mm. to facilitate identification of the individual fragments. Where 

possible fragments of skull, mandible, long bones and extremities, ribs, 

vertebrae, pelvis and scapulae were sorted and weighed to give some indication 

of the relative proportions of bones present. In all cases samples of skull and 

long bones and extremities provided the majority of the material and hence the 

greatest weights but in no one individual was there a large proportion of the 

skeleton present. For exaMple the most cremated bone was for no. 387 (Site B) 

for which the total ~eight was loss than one kilogramme. When it is remembered 

that the average dr~ weight of an adult skeleton ranges between two and four 

kilograrrmes (and usually nearer four) it can be seen how emaIl, relatively 

speaking, the samples from Roughridge Hill are. 

The cremated bone was also examined for d~ee of burning, 

(colour, amount of splitting and cracking) and the general size of fragments. 

It was found th~t for all the r..aterial from Roughridge Hill the degree of 

burning'"oIas fairly high, most of the bone being grey or whitish in colour and 

very cracked. Further the cremated bone was all in very emaIl fragments, 

maximum length of any bone being 4·8cm. (no. 495 from Site C); this may have 
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bt.;D .in IJart liuB to post-burning crushing but also most of the material doe.·l 

not seem to have bel:n found a!-:)f;ociat&d wi lh urns or other <..:ontainer~ and it is 

therefore sug,~;eGted tbat the slJia] 1 size of the fraOHent5 providet> adni tlc)nal 

evidcn(;e fur a hi{~h debT8!.: of uurning at crellJation. (It should be llOted that 

although a gre::lt ae~Tee of bur Ilillg· bas aJwCi.ys bu en pOBGible at cremations by 

Ill) means has it alway.n been fUW1d to be tbe ca~e in prehistoric; rnutcrial and it 

has been ~ugge"ted that the position of tbe body in the pyre may well be of 

major iiTiportance in this, as well as tbe length of time of the cremation (Wells, 

1960). 

In summary the cremated bone from Roughridge Hill represents 

small samples of highly burned, small fragments of hwnan bone for the most 

part identifiable only as hwnan. 

The Inhwnations 

The inhwned human bone was Darted and individual bones were 

identified. Where possible broken bones were reconstructed but although 

generally in a better condition than tile "r"mated material tllc inhwned be.ne 

was still rather l,o.')rly prefHJrVed and reconstruetiun was fairly minimal. 

Aa with tb{~ cremaiiont3 it wa0 not pO!5sible to est&.blish a 

mininHm: numher or il1dividualo but tho inhumations, where necessary, were 

assessed for the ~re~;encc of one, or more than one, individual. Where po~~. i !de 

obBervatiGTIH were made for a{re and sex but liLtle further anb.1:ISi[' was feasit18. 

For trie mQ,st pc...rt age was astJ8ssed by the denti tion, cranial 

sutural fralOffients and the developmental maturity of the skeleton. Sex was 

derived frorf. the pelvis and the lanD bones. Full details of the varying 

methods used for each individual from Roughridge Hill are given in the 

Catalogue of Finds. It was not possible to make an estimate of stature for 

any of the inhumed bone present, nor was any of the bone in a good enoueh 

condition for analysiB of any anomalies of pathology. 

In summary like the cremated material from Roughridge Hill the 

inhumed bone consisted of small samples of poorly preserved bone for which 

such ana lysis as there wa~.3 amounted to no more than assessment of age and sex, 

anrl no final estimate of the minimum nwnber of inrlividuals present was 

possible. 



- 3 -

COflclut3ion 

Cll'L'ntly T'C:in(~'(}d jn time 1'1'0111 the Nevlitl1ic to tht-; Bron'.te lee'/;'!. 

th~ r:1()Ht. ~lllJl1iln hnDe out. that fro!1 Sitt:: B waG t!l:::>t preserverl. 

Site f! waH !!oor in bol.h quality and quantity_ 

Site A yielded 

at tit> sjt.P., nor, I;-~xcf~rd, i1l;-) f'pw ca~ef:jJ W'1-~ ~JlBJ.iHif1 or ttl!! hont-> other than atj 

hUmMll 1'()R~' i I)] r-? 

(1'141) 

\,,,11,; C. (1'160): 

Ti:,' or;lj' bntlp. ()vjd~'r:'>~~ t.,; t!li.'l ~ff'A(;t. in tn;ri 

( r.I~~ t ,,1"';:"] 'j.' ~t(\r") -, '" _. . -" , 
LOtl(iOJ1. ?nd ed .. 

A.SAne. 2f3. J 13). 

f_ Stlloy of Cremai. icm. Antiquity '4. 29 - 37. 



Table 1: 'l'be MatErial froln Roughridt:" Hill Li:lted By Context. 

Sj te A 

(!ont~:>xt 

QIT1 

"11'['4 

('2T5 

Q.2'pa 

" 
.. 
" 
" 
" 

0.3T3 

" 
" 
" 
" 

OJ'!'}) 

Q4T9 

~wr9-HI 

(,1)']'10 

" 

'rhw'n:-HTI I 8 Pi t 

J 97 

319/2 

105/2 

1]0/2 

14')/? 
1r,n 

4s/? 

79/;:> 

2] 

57 
3/2 
23/2 

32 

J95/;:> 

30 5!? 
,,1/? 
P9/2 

377 

Al'\L no. --.-

'r9(JO~JO 

791612 

790087 

7916J2 

" .. 
" 
.. 
.. 

'I9(IDfl6 

790l)i,8 

7')1612 

.. 
" 

7)1<.12 

791(.12 
.. 
" 
" 

79(;091 

Cremat-.d bone 

Inhumed bon" 

Tonth 

Inr.llmed hone 

T!!hulflpd bnne 

Innlirn8rl bone 

In'hurned hone 

Cremqted bone 

Crpn!ated bnT!(' 

Inh~lJ[lAd bone 

I!1}~l.lp(ed bone 

IntJllff,ed hnne 

Inhl1lllAd bnnp 

Inhumed hone 

Tnhumf'c1 lmne 

Cr""'R teo rone 



Pi t) 

OJ'['7/8 

~3T8 

" 
" 

" " 

:.; ire r; 

-,.?~l J :; 

" P 1 t f 

" Pi t r-." 

" Pit (,8 

. " Pit 7 

" Pi t 10 

" Pit 10 

Q3T5 Thurnarn'g 

QI\T9 Pit 1 

" Pit '( 

BA1l1k Thurnam's 

NW B'lu1k 

Pit 

Pit 

38) 

411/2 

'240/2 

268/2 

331/2 

376 

.1 '1') . ,. 

.' 3t /) 

.~ ~~,1B 

4f)9 

495 
4R~ 

456 

497C 

443b 

453 

512b 

508 

487 

513b 
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790095 

79)612 

" 
" 
" 

7;10094 

'190096 

7916J? 

79 t h!? 

" 
'(901 01 

7901 o;! 

790099 

790103 

791612 

790098 

791612 

790105 

790104 

790100 

790106 

Cl'E:JnR.ted bone 

InhurYlArl bone 

Inhllmp.d bone 

Inhumed bone 

InhnrnB0 bon~ 

Cr(lf:!ated bOYle 

Cri.. .. wFlted bonA 

~l';_,. :., t ".,1 rr.np 

Crf-""'8 tpn h011P 

Cr~'::?tpd hone 

Crpm'l.t"cl bone 

Crernflted bone 

·Cremated bone 

Cremated bone> 

Cremated bone 

Cremated bone 

Cremated bone 

Cremp.t.ed bone 

Cremated bone 

Cremated bone 



The Hwnan Bones from Roughridge Hill, Wilts, - Catalogue of Finds 

Site A 

A.M. Lab. 

Period: 

AML no. 

790086 

790087 

790088 

790089 

790090 

7;10091 

nOB. '{90086 - 91 

791612 

Neolithic and 

Find no. 

21 

52 

57 

66 

197 

Bronze Age. 

Feature no. 

Q3T3 

Q2T5 

Q3T3 

Q2T8 

QITI 

Janet D. Henderson 

Ancient Monuments Lab. 

Description and Report 

This bag contained a very small quantity 

of material - total weight was 8'5 grruns. 

One small ,fragment of cremated human bone 

was identified. 

A small fragment of cremated human skull. 

Maximum length: 1.6cm. 

This bag contained several small fragments 

of burnt human bone. Individual identif

ication of the bones was not possible, 

with the exception of one fragment of tooth 

root. Weight of the sal"ple was 8·7gms. 

Maximum length: 3cm. 

This was a fragment of charcoal - not bone. 

Some very small fragments of burnt human 

bone. There was nothing greater than 

one centimetre in length, total weight of 

the contents being 6gms. Individual 

identification was not feasible. 

377 Thurnarn's Pit The total weight of this sample was 28·500s. 

The fragments were all of cremated human 

bone and included three teeth, two incisors 

and a tentatively identified premolar. A 

distal phalanx was also observed. Although 

the bone was all white in colour the 

appearance and condition of the teeth 

would suggest that the bone had been 

incompletely burned and the size of the 

fragments was due to crushing either after 

burning or after burial. This sao,ple was 

labelled as being associated with pot no. 

378. There is no evidence to indicate 

that these remains are those of more than 

one individual. If, therefore they do 
represent one individual who was buried 
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Feature no. 

5T1 cont. 

791612 105/2 Q2T8 

791612 110/2 Q2T8 

Description and Report 

in pot )78, then it must be noted 

that they represent an extren:ely 

small I'l'opurtion of the whole, the 

average skeleton normally weighing 

between two and four kilograms. 

This bone is a fragment of human 

mandible. The only tooth present, 

in situ, ia the left mandibular second 

molar. The socket for the adjacent 

third molar ia also present, the tooth 

it appears having been lost ante-mortel 

An age for this mandible was estimated 

from the degree of wear upon the surfa, 

of the mandibular second molar. Th& 

dental chart of Brothwell (1972) was 

used. The mandible was accordingly 

aged at 35-45 years. With regal'd to 

disease the second molar has a carious 

lesion on its distal surface. This 

may well have been associated with a 

caries on the third molar, the infecti. 

having spread from one tooth to the 

other. The large cavity in the body 

of the mandible at the third ",olar, mo. 

probably caused by an abscess suppor1-s 

the hypothesis of a carious third I!:ola. 

since abscesses are frequently assoc

iated with carious teeth. However sin. 

the tooth itself is not present this 

cannot be confirmed. 

a) A lower premolar - most probably 

second left but the tooth is rather 

damaged so 

difficult. 

that accurate diagnosis is 

Since the ape~ of the root 

is complete and the degree of wear is 

similar it is possible that this tooth 

belongs with 105/2 but there can be no 

certainty of this. It is only clear 
that this tooth belonged to an adult. 
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}t'ind no. Feature no. 

110/2 cont. 

791612 145/2 Q2T8 

'191612 160 

791612 45/2 Q2Tb 

791612 89/2 Q4T10 

Description and Report 

There is no evidence for dental disea~~ of 

any kind On the tooth. 

b) Animal bone. 

An anterior fragment of human mandible 

from which all the teoth have been lost, 

Borne ante and Bome post mortem. Of the 

area exhibiting a post-mortem tooth loss 

(anterior right incisor, canine and premola 

the sockets are complete although the wear 

of their superior surfaces if suggestive of 

extensive periodontal disease. The ,mandibl, 

itself has a square chin and the mental 

protuberanc.e is pronounced, partly as a 

result of the deep grooves for depressor 

Jabii inferioris on either side of the 

symphysis. These features are consistent 

with the specimen being that of a male 

individual. No age estiIJJation was possible 

'Phis fragment comes from an immature femora 

head (it is about seven-eighths comr.l ete). 

The condi tion of tI,e inferior surface sugre: 

that union with the diaphysis (shaft) !Jad 

not yet begun. On the basis of the 

development of this ferr.ora1 epiphjtsis the 

bone was aged at 12 - J) years. 

These two fraements are both those of hw,Jan 

skull. The larger is identified as a piece 

of parietal. Neither is sufficient either 

for ageing or for sexing. 

There were three bone fragments in this bag: 

a fraction of mandible (not human), a tooth 

and the proximal phalanx of a thumb. 

a) The tooth was a deciduous canine from 

a child of about 8 years. This age estimat. 

was derived from the wear on the tooth, the 

condition of the root and the Schour and 

MassIer chart for the development of the 

human dentition (Schour and MassIer, 1941). 

b) The thumb fra~nent from its size 

belonged to an adult. It was badly damaged, 

most probably owing to post-mortem erosion. 



AML no. J<'ind no. 

791612 3/2 

791012 23/2 

791612 102 

791612 319/2 

791612 305/2 

791612 32 
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Feature no. 

Q3T3 

Q3'l'3 

Q4'l'9 

QIT4 

Q4T9-10 

Q3T3 

Description and Report 

This bag contained two fragments - both of 

them hwnan. 

a) A fragment of parietal bone, from the 

right side. The unfused piece of coronal 

suture gives this individual a maximwn age 

of 35 years but it is not possible to be 

more specific. 

b) This is a mandibular first incisor 

tooth, left side. The occlusal surface of 

the tooth is very worn which would suggest 

that the to·"th is that of a mature adult 

(ie. 35 years plus), rather than that of a 

young adult. 

This was the ~stal fragment of an adult 

hwnan metacarpal. It was not possible to 

distinGuish which one. 

The fragment of a long bone shaft. It is 

in a poor condition but the cross-section 

and density of the bone suge:est that it 

com8S fro:;1 a femur or tibia. 

A hUII!Cin maxillary first richt IJremolar wnic.r 

has been brotCen post-mortem. ffhere is no 

evidence of dental disease but the occlusal 

surface bas been worn which SUg-bests a 

mature rather than a young individual, 

probably older than 35 years. 

This bag contained a number of hun,an digital 

fragments. 

a) Part of one of the metatarsals of an 

adult. 

b) Two fragments (proximal) from the phalar 

of an ndlllt focL. It is possible that a) 

and b~ come from the same individual but 

this cannot be proved. 

This bag contained both anilllal and hWl,an 

bone. 

a) A rather damaged fragment of hwnan radi€ 

ehaft. 

b) Some splinterll' of hwnan bone ( further 

identification was not possible). 

c) The proximal extremity and part of the 



AJ','L no. 

791612 

"191612 

791612 

79111i12 

Find no. 

32 cunt. 

l7 

"(9/2 

195/2 

131/2 
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Feature no. 

~l'l'Rl 

Q.2T8 

Q3T13 

Q4TIU 

Description and Report 

shaft of a non-human metapodial. 

This was not hwnan Lone. 

1'his ba g' also contained both human and 

animal bone. 'l'he largest fragment was that 

of an animal's proximal ~na. There were 

six fragments of human long bone. Two of 

these were clearly radii fDom their cross

section. It was not possible to age or sex 

them. The damage to the Burfacea or these 

bones was most probably due to. post-mortem 

erosion. 

This was a small fragment of human parietal. 

A fragment of human distal humerus shaft. 

Age and sex not obtainable. 
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:; i l~ B 

A>jL 11(;. Find no. }"\:h t Ut'L no .. ----

"l.lT6 

790094 376 -.:l4 rfJ2 

Pit 10/ll 

l)(wcri},tioll and Report 

~llJ i A waH CJ. fl'A.{lnJent 01 non-human /)one. 

It w"" pow<j)·]c- to identify two of the 

fraL1rlents of burned bone as human. No 

further identification waR posnible. 

This bag contained a sample of fracmentarYJ 

burnt, human tone.. The size of the Safl,p] e 

is well illllflLrated by the weiehtA for U,e 

various part" e;iven below: 

Skull: 1 :,.64 g 

rt'eeth: 1 ·45 e 
6') .J .' v Long Bont;'~-l Ftnd Ex trelill tj es: 

i"iscellanf::Dus fracuentf-l: 79·4 g 

rrlJt: I a~~t na:ned was the larC'e~:;t ~a,. pl e O\OJ i ni~ 

to te,e e.xt"!,pn,ely sn,alJ sj~~e (If the f("rt::·3iienL~ 

(rrloslly ]f-fi!:l than one Gentimetre long) ~jJ,d 

i.r:ufl the jmpos~"ibil it~, of r:ertain ijentifir.~ 

ation. 

There were thrp.8 tOllth crownfi present 

which BUPl.ly the only evi,jl)nCe for an aE-~e 

of this individual: a perrr:anent firsl 

molar and two permanent second molars. 

The size of Hie teeth and the lack of wear 

on tbe occlusal surfaces would sugC-est that 

the teeth had not erupted or r,ad not 'yet 

reached full occlusion. Particularly on tIl> 

state of the first molar this inaicates an 

individual of (very approximately) 6 years 

of age. Owing to the lack of tooth rods 

it is not possible to be more positive abou· 

this estimate. 

Sex 

It was not feasible to sex this individual. 



A'·'L no. ~'inct no. 

'/ )OU)) 5tll 

- 'I -
It'ea t ure no. Deser; pt ion and Report 

'rhl s was t1Jl~ I'E!lJJi:d ns of a hlJHliin cre~r.a t j uIl. 

'J.1hurnaw's Pi 1.. Th\."C' bonf';s varied jn f;o]our fro!f! bl~ct. to 

blue-grey t.o white w1.ieh wf"u1,J iooie&.te a 

fairly hilSh decree of tJurnin:; bltbol)L~b tn(::; 

prAsence of severa} frai"meutu includine!: 

canct!llous Done does not AllCgest tiJCi t tbi g 

was excesDive. rNle sample it> sr;I.~ll (tot<:J..l 

weight 110.68 grU"'S) wHh few iduntifiable 

pieces; however these inc] udeJ a r rat;·f!Jent 

of manriihuJar eondylf-:, fieveral i"1iecE:~i o!' 

skull and long bonef'!. '['here 'vIere TI(I teet.h 

present nor was there any evia en(;f.' t.o 

SU8".':.,:8St thu 1. tt8r(~ was more than (jllt~ 

inclividual present. 

a'::l- l 
- it rnil,;' only be statf..!d U,at UJ;~ 

rp.tn8..inH WF:H~ U10t;e of an ;1.du] t. 

It W;';i::; rlnt !'Of),:..j bl t: 1.0 aS~J::""u~~ 0'1-: ~.:i..;.1. (,: 

tli in i r:o i v j 1.1l1[ .... 1. 

~)ku1.! and i-',Cllh.ihle: l:)l.~) 
" 

Long !Jones: 498·5 !~ 

Pelvis: 31·3 ~ 

" 
Vertebrae ( incl. sanrwo) : 31.] 1-: 

Hands and Feet: 21·0 /!, 

Ribs: 4f)·'i {; 

Scapulae: 6·3 g 

Unirlentified Material: 51.0 g 

Residue: 90.0 e 
There was no evidence to suet::est that the 

remains ",'ere those of more than one 

ind i vidual. The bones were all whi tish in 

colollr; and this toge ther with the all,,)unt 

of splittine and breakage present is 
indicative of a hii',h degree of burning. 
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A~~L no. ~\ind no. Feature no. 

387 cant. 

DescripU on and Report 

~ 
It was not l,osdble to ol,tain an accurate 

estimate of this in~ividual's age, 

neverthelesd the following factors were 

suggestive: 

a) There were three tooth 

fragments present, one from a premolar toot 

and two from molar teeth. They all belong 

to the permanent dentition. The fact that 

the apices of the roots were all closed 

would suecest an adult individual but on 

this evidence alone it is not possible to' 

be more specific. 

b) Included amontS the skull 

remains were some cranial fragments with 

sutures. A piece of parietal W,",_ part.ic

ularly well prenerved and the depth and 

spacing of this fra/,'1l1ent make it clear 

that fusion of this suture had not yet 

commenced. 

On the basis of these two pieces of evidenc 

it seems clear tlJat the re;;,ains are those 

of a yOlmg adult most probably somewhere 

between 20 and 35 years of age. 

Sex 

It W&8 not possible to estimate the sex of 

this individual. 

The posRibility arose that the material from nos. 376 and 387 mibht 

bel one to one individual. In the light of the dental evidence (which puts 376 
as a juvenile and 387 as a young adult) this does not seem likely and it must 

be concluded that the material, which may be indistinguishable mixed in parts, 

represents two, but most probably not more than two, individuals. 

790097 472 mt/sw Baulks This was a small sample (total weight 49.2g 

Thurnarn's Pit of cremated human bone. The remains 

consisted, in roughly half-and-half proport 

of skull and long bones. There was no 

evidence that the bones represented more 

than one individual. It was not possible 

to estimate age or sex. 



A~·" L no. 

791612 

791612 

791612 

7~1612 

791612 

791612 

791612 

791612 

}llind no. 

539 

32,)/2 

357/2 

3S6b 

240/2 

26B/2 

331/2 

411/2 
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}t'ea t lire no. 

Q.2T9 

Q.4T13 

Q2Tl/2 

Q3TB 

Q3TB 

Q3TB 

Q3T7/B 

Descrilotion "nd Report 

This is a fragment of animal bonE:, probe.u1y 

from an astraG-alus. 

Anotber fragment of animal bon&. 

Two fragwents of human bone, one of wbich is 

a distal metacarpal. 

A fragwent of non-human bone. 

These last four bags from Site B will be 

discussed togethor on the basis that 

possibly they represent one individual. 

Th" four bags listed above contained inhumed human bones, most of 

which were in a fairly good condition. Nos. 268/2 and 331/2 had very few bones 

whereas :lOS. 240/2 and 411/2 had far more. The bones were florted and somE: 

r8construction was possible. In order to establish the likelihood of these 

bones belongin!,: to t};e flame indiviu.ual the eontents of each bag were plotted on 

a ske1etal chart.. As had tJec;n suspected tnere waH no dUIJlication of 8.ny of the 

bones which WQDld nave made the presence of more than one individual a cp.rt.::..inty. 

240/2: This baC eontained alll,olit entirely boneR from the lower half of tl", 
skeleton. The exceptions were a fragment of the proximal left ulna, a 

few rib fr"gments and a Jiiece of the sphenoid from the skull. There 

were fragments of pelvis, femora, tibiae, fibulae and both feet. 

268/2: ~'his l,ar; contained a distal left tibia and the calcaneum and talus f'rOin 

the left foot. There was also a fragment of distal rauius shaft. 

331/2: 1'he bones were mainly from the upper left e"tremi ty and included a 

distal radius and ulna and a fifth metacarpal. There was further a 

fragment of a right metatarsal. 

411/2: This bag seemed to be the converse of 240/2 in that the bones all came 

from the uplJer half of the body. There were a number of cranial fragment' 

parts of both scapulae, a complete right clavicle, a proximal left humerw 

a distal right humerus, some rib fragments and carpal and metacarpal 

bones (these latter were not individually identified). 

In summary bags 240/2 and 260/2 wuuld appear to contain the lower half 

of the body whilst bags 331/2 and~411/2 belong to the upper half. The evidence 

for these bones representing one and the same individual is as follows: 

i) There is no duplication of any of the bones present. 

ii) The fragment of distal radius shaft belonging to 268/2 fits with 

the distal radius from 331/2. 

iii) The bones would all appear to be of the same sex and age (see 

estimates below). 
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It is not possible to state with absolute certainty that these bonea 

are all of one individual. On the other hand there is no conclusive evidence to 

the contrary. It is therefore most probable that the bones do all represent on<> 

indi vidual. Certainly they come from the same area (Q.3T8) with only 411/2 on the 

border (Q.3T7/a). The fact that they corne from different specific locations in 

that area would seem to indicate that the burial was disturbed ana the two halves 

of the body became separated. The small arHount of admixture of bone may be 

accounted for by the disturbance having occurred post - skeletonization. 

Sex 

The only bones suitable for sexing came from numbers 240/2 and 411/2. 

240/2: i) A fragment of the right pelvis could clearly be sexed as female on th. 

presence of the pre-auricular sulcus. 

ii) Th" maximum femoral head diameter was 40.'jmm., consistent with thA 

heme be j ng f elral e. 

411/2: 1) Al thouC:h the measurement couln not be taken the proximal head of tl,e 

left fJUmerus was small in d.iameter which sug-tests a femaJe. 

Apart from the details list.ed above th" iOeneral morpholocy and 

appearance of all the bones would seem to indicate a ferr:ale and this wa~ the 

conclusion that was reached. 

A IJumbe~' of t.eeth from 411/2 were present. Three first ",clars (the 

left mandibular waG missing) were used for an alOe esti.mate by their wear patterns. 

Brothwell's chart (1972) wa', used. The teeth demonstrated asymmetrical wear 

patterns, possibly caused by disease thoueh there was not enough evidence to 

prove this. With this factor taken into account the teeth were aged between 50 

and 60 ,years. 

Evidence from the rest of the bones was too fragmentary for any 

other ageing method to be used. It was merely possible to say that all the 

bones present are clearly those of an adult. There was no evidence for 

extensive osteoarthritis whiCh meght have been indicative of age, however it 

must be remembered that its absence is not necessarily indicative of youth. 

Stature 

No estimate of stature was possible. 

Anomalies, Pathology etc. 
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11IH?I't! WeiJ r:.o t.!\t.illt Ih·t~ rOt' ;,ny IJI.~..iur (l~~;\:<-u,t: OY" Lr;_Lllnla OIl the 'Lur,{·~. 

QIJt: or tLc rib fr'jt~nH1fllH ~;ll{) ..... ed t)jl~l:;; of a IJI.;,;iltjd !·r:1.r:tur~ hdt j t. WaS [lr~ 

isolat.8tl t!x;:mplu. 

Cone 1 uHi L1Tl 

r'rom thv evidence ouLlineJ above it iG I!102t probable that the bones 

from the four ba,;B (240/2, 2613/2, 351/2, and 411/2) represent one adult, female 

individual of 50 - 60 years of' age. 
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Site C 

A.N. Lab. nos. 7900';18 - 106 

791b12 

Period: Neolithic and Bronze Age. 

AML no. Find no. 

790098 443b 

483 

790100 4El7 

790101 489 

Feature no. Detlcription and Report 

Q3T5 This sample contained a very small amou' 

Thurnam's Pit of burned bone, all of which was apparen 

human. The bone was mostly black or bluR

grey wnich is not suggestive of a very hir 

degree of burning. There were 56 fraG~e 

al together, of which 4 belonged to tapt,' 

Of thE' .,.,e"t ,,!<'ull, lODe bones, ri bs an' 

u?~'13 

Fit "I 

weight ): . c sample beine 14' 5grams. 

anLl ,',1 :)o8sibJe lIlaxillary inr;isor 

latt~l" ',,'aR too dar:181.:'t-'d for cerL,t:. 

Ace and Spx 

, .... : 

'vlith tht: dental evid(m~8 .i.t wa[, v-s.' .. ;. 

but it \olaf) im:)'T~. 'f' ~ f~ teJ he 1110n: r-rt' "!" 

Sex WaS cot. il~f-(:!.if'iq·hlp. 

Centre in If,,; 

An even Rmall(~r fH·l.'fl[Jle than thai 1 istw' 

above (tl43h), 'this tlH.C r.:oniained filtve 

fragrllente of bllrrt(~d nWII:tn l)one (tnt.? i 

NW Baulk 

Q2T13 

Pit 6a 

lJaulk weight 7·2g). 7'he r:,axintum lent>th wa~ 

2·5cm., for a 10ni'" bone shaft. A further 

piece of lone bone measured 2.2)cm. The 

rest was unid'mtifiable othel' than as hUJltan. 

This bae contr1in,"c a large amount of 

charcoall together with one fragment of bm'; 

human bone. It belonged to a vertebra, 

either oervical or upper thoracic. It wa~ 

not possible to estimate either aee or sex, 

This sample contained only a very small 

proportion of human bone (total weight 20g), 

The fragments were all very small and so, 

for the !tost part, remained unIdentified 
other than as huma.n. However it was 
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790102 49) ~i 2 1\1 3 

p it, 6i:\ 

i,Ossi [) .!.e tc l c-, ') La t G hw f rat, IrL'Ilt " oj' l "r:!!: 

bulle ~J hajt (:1';\X ill[UfH le nt; h l . d ,;m. ) , F1 

t"rCl l::ment of ::Jkull , i"l)Ur r r:"l,I_m \~nis o f 

phala nges (one of which w~s complete) ~nd 

{'our tO ljth f ragment.. . Th ere was no 

evid ~nce for the presence of fIIo r e than one 

individual (see 495) . 

Af\P. 

'1'1,010 of t h e aental f ragmen ts could ue 

id nt jfied as be l ong ing t o : 

a) pa r t of a de c i duous canine crown 

b) the r oot of a de c iduous molar. 

The ' iz e of' the comple te phalanx also 

s up. ,ort the conc lusion ttla t t he r emains 

are t hose of a j uvenile ( ie. l es3 than 

ten ,yc:ar s old). 


A 1a rc;e samlJ1e of cremat [\ }ll.illl8..n tOIl e was 


exam i ned . Th f-, Wf: i~'lts [ or sac!) }Jar't al';: 


gi ve n in the table bel ow : 


Skull : 

l)ef'l ti. t ion : 

L(lntr Bones: 126 . 0 CJ' 
t:.> 

P81vi s : ::'0 ' 5 f, 

V•.o; r t ebrae: 12 · 8 g 

OUl r Bones: 59·7 g (Rihs : 31. Hg 

Ha nds and Feet 9 '')g ) 

Skull: This consis ted most ly of smal l 

unidentifiable f r a gments (maxi mum l ength 

4·5cm.), largely cranial although there 

were one or two pieces of s phenoid. 

Dentition: There was a t otal of 18 t oo th 

fragments!, seven of which were crowns as 

opposed t o roots. The roots were very 

chipped and broken but could all be 

identified as belonging to deciduous teeth. 

The crowns included a deciduous incisor or 

canine, two perma nent pren:olars, a perman ent 

first molar and two permanent incisors . All 

of the permanent crowns were incomple t e. 
None of the t eeth included root and crown 
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·1'}'; l:u[,L. 

1..1 ,1.. tt,.-,;! W{;)'l' ,1lii:l'{lptUU 01' flc,t fully 

{'CC]Udl~U" ttlc)U;)I jt is not p(JH;:dt)lf~ to 

cJ ar i f'y which. 

Long BOIJet): Fl'iwre were a large nwnber of 

tunall fragmenta, the maxilllwil length beinr; 

4·Uum. ~'lle hones could be divided into 

djaiJh:\ASBB and epiphyses Rince union had not 

yet begun. There were nino f~cagments of 

epiphysis: two femoral distal condyles; 

one proximul ti biaj a pOB~:ible proximal tibia 

anu two proxiJlal heads, one re'r.oral apd the 

other bumnral. TLe remaining' fraonents could. 

only rJf! ident.ifj ,~d aB bein/s e1-iph" se;.li. Ifhp 

',J, Ii" i; IJr.'.-,. 

" J, ~ 'ld' j I 

'.,.' • ,: e . 

'!'-'r 1.~- !-, r". i~ : Jjl. 
" l~.l l ~ ,JI ., "a , , , .. 

--.-.~-~-

, 'I ; ,. , :,- I , " , 'r. : :"~'_H 
, I ( r i , , 

,)1 l.'~I::j) P~;. 

J,l}Hl8.n. 

AW:~ 

rt'here werr~ A lIun;~er of ind ieators for tid.A 

inriividual 1 f; Rl~e: 

a) The 0.raniR.] hn,- es were light i:1 wei:';~h t. 

ann tjdn in croA8-section S1j~:Lesl,ine a 

juv~l1ile rathAr than an adult. 

b) Thp few cranial frae;ments wj Lh sut!jJ'\~R 

prp.Hp.nt. RflQW no evidelir.e for fURiofl. 

r.) rphe ~rf:'Renep. o.i a mix8d tienti tinn qr-h-i 

, ,. 
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It J • 

J l! V<'TI j I () . 

t.1 J/~ l ' IHI( 't'a l " nrl ;IUlw:r a l hC i-l,ds (2 ' 5 '- n u L> :5 

C II! . t't~ :j l· ", r'Lj v~].Y) ;,n: 8r'1.roxima t e l y h : ll f 

of wh;Ji. {lll l' lII i c1 1t (-;xpect i n an adu lt 

( !Ii ' ) ' t. hl ilJl LH 1 'le rl~ I IT ,"' i llt~ lnnre i ,hb.;l L1 C'1'. ) . 

e) 	 'T'h, ' (',d ento i d P Y'OC P8,' of th e a.xi 'j 

vpri 'bra i s i rnIli ;1.1. ur e . 

c) 	 Non p. 0 I U, (; epirJ[IY:-'f' ~"rr e :-::ent Ah ow any 

~j.(':mJ 0 1' Uti LO Vl i t.h rl. rJY of the rjjap hy:-·' <-s, 

u ,a r 10 vE~;'J.r:~. 

Id .", 

I. I 

. , ,"1 01 i , . ' . . , I i .. • ( 

" 	
I .. . I '. I r', 

7 '~ , il (, 'J ;1 ' L Li::"l 'l " 
I (ll'i I 

The me'.'/( 'i iTI WI ' 1 e. n{;,t.h nf A.r1y of the i!on e s Ioms 

) ·l cm. '1'rlP onJ y inl l icat i on of ag e callie fr"11 1 

tile . ~1l 1l whoge si y. e and t hi ckn(~s .. i suc.~eR t ~d 

a .'.'nlJ(1e r'l ividual. It waf) not po sf)j h1e t o 
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\. ',!. " . . ,,' i 1,1 11 , ) . ~ ' , 01 t 'If' ,- lit • • 

,i I f} (--= ( .J : ~ L.1 .'.' , ; I ' 

Pi L ./ 

in til i ~, H i1' 1 1 p.: 

5) \'1 ;;( : 1'l. i. t CK,t h r c ot wit h pa r t nf !.I,. 
I : r I 'vii i. 

iii; '1".:0 l·j(-:c: e "~ J of 4· 2 an d 1· 7 ~m ., of' 

;.l., ) u I I. 

; '111 I i )( 

h l r,12 

t. 

7916}2 1\ ~ ,i,l :) . / 1; ': ) 

7 11 r. " ,1 7 

.,'~! It 1) 4 -., ;' J~ :.'1' i 5 

1 ,( ., 

r 1 I I 1 




