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A ruport on the charred plant remains (rom Llw asite,

The samples of charred plant rowains were collecled by the excavator and
. were initially sorted on site by pationtly picking out the seeds from the deposii
Vwith tweozers. Because no sieving wans carriad oub;some of the smaller wecd seeds
 5whichwere not easily visible would have heen overlooked agnd the record is bound
to have a bias towards the larger remains. Also there are no noted sample sizes
from which the seeds wure collected and thus the relative abundances of the species
within the varieus features must not be regarded as a guide to the richness of the
zt deposit. The features from which the samples were collected varied from post holes
to occupation layers and it is assumed that the sampling was random. Bearing in
mind the biases which have entered the study the samples must still be regarded
as being important because they are all from Iron Age contexis, a period for
which any information on cereal coultivation is valuable.
The samples were soaked in warm water in the laboratory to wash off the
coating of mud which was pruesent on most of the remains and which would have male
identification difficult. On initial examination the samples seemed to consist

mainly of charred wheat, The wheat was similar to Triticum spelta, spelt wheat

and certain features on the grains weore more like Triticum dicoccum, emm:r wheat.

Amonscst other distinguishing features Triticum spelta has a 'low humped' dorsal

surface whereas the Triticum dicoccum has a more'highly humped' back but the

state of preservation of the samples was such that definite identification between
the species could not be made by jus! looking f'or this characterisitic on the
caryopses., According to Cordon Hillman (pars. comm.) it is necessary to examine
the associated spikelet fragmenls eg. slume bases, spikelet forks and rachis
fragments, and these show characteristics which make identification possible.
Unfortunately because there was no controlled sampling of the deposits it is

' possible thai most of the spikelet fragments were lost. However some were picgked
out by the excavators but again preservation was such that it did not allow for

. definite identification ot the éheat species, 30 on the list of cﬁ;rrad remaina

f ne atiempt has been made to distinguish between the two wheat species and the
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grains and spikelet fragments arerecorded us being cither Tritioum spelta or

Triticum dicoccum. There w:s some barley pregent in the samples although it

was much Iess abundant than the wheat. It was oovious that the barley grains
were in a much worse state of preservation than the wheat. The charring had
therefore
resulted in the caryopses becoming very vesicular and/more suscaeplible to damage
through crumbling. In the grains which were better preserved it was possible to
see the ridges on the dorsal surtaces where the lommas (part of the husk) had
the samples uvuere

pressed. This was not obvious for all the barley but it has been assumed that /

of the 'hulled' rather than the 'naked' variety. Also there were bariey
grains which were 'skew! or asymmetric and from this observation it was deduced
that the barley was 'six-row' rather than 'two-row', because in 'two-row' barley
all the grains grow symmetrically. On the list the grains were recorded as being
either symmeitric or asymmeiric or indefinite if the preservation was poor. As well

i

ag the cereals in the samples there were also seeds of brome which / a common weed

of cornfields., Murther identification is not possible and the brome is classed under

bhie Bromus mollis agmresgate which inclules Bromus mollis, Be secalinus and B, arvenc:

the soft, rye and field brome.

The list ¢f identified remains has been grouped according to the contexts (rom
which the various samples have been taken. Mhe grouping falls into several categorien
gate deposits, post holes from granary huis and from dwelling huts and also several
‘open contexts'., The pozt holeus of granary nuts 10,12 and I3 contained large numbers

of wheat grains and are equalled in abundance by the samples from dwelling huts

22 and 27, 3amples 23, 71, 83, 110 and 112 from the gate deposits have also bean

.

taken from deposits rich in remains. Barley is less abundant in most contexts.
Because of the methods of sampling the relative abundances of the cereals in the

contexts must be resarded ag of limited importance.
ﬂﬁ&{kﬂi) (Bhﬂqﬂgkdt)
At Croft Ambrey,and Caynham Campywhent is recorded as having been found
(Brwopeiue)
in certain contexis., Samples from the hill! fort on the Wrekin, have produced a
(M ;«f-ovd
similar list of species to those found at Midsummer Hill except for the presence
Prwyd
oats (probably wild). Thefﬂreiddiqhhas produced gquantities of emmer wheat but no
o}

epelt and a few grains/}ye {ogether with six~row hulled barley and brome. (G. Hillma



cov:f,d) .
: tomether
. pers. comm.) At Dlnorbenﬁemmer has been recovered from pre—rampart contexts/ with
. ' . )
‘six-row barley and wild oats.(G. Hillman pars. comit. ) The Iron Age sites at Beckford
(WQVCS) which include
and Blackstoneghave produced similar auuembjaﬁeb of charred remains/ a species of
'
wheat,lsix~row barley, outs and brome. For all these sites it seems that wheat
thore are fewer grains of
is the most abundant cereal and that/barley and oats.

At Nidsummer Hill the crops were probably grown in the fields around the fort
and w:re brousht to the settlement for preparation and storage. If seems that on
prehistoric sites there is quite often a general scattering of charred cereal remains
throughout the excavated layers. At Midsummer Hill the remains have accumulated in
rost holes and this has been noted at other sites. From thig information it is
impossible to determine exactly what part of the Iron Age economy the crops represented

would be
Also it /- dangerous to comment on the relative importance of the various crops.

However these results are an important addition to the reoords of cereal cultivation

for the Iron Age.
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(The charred remains from the site at Blackstone were identified by J. Arthur, )
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