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All the sherds suhl'litted were exnmined in the hand-specimen 

and with the use of tile birloclliar microscope. In addition, many 

of the sherds werB studied in thin section under the petrological 

microscope. This allowed the material to be subdivided into fabric 

groups on the basis of the type of non-plastic inclusion present 

in the clay body. • 

Saxon Pottery 

Grou]) 1 'Hicaceous wl\re' 1122 x H26, 2300 x 1064. 

liotll sherds are in a fairly lIard micaceous fabric, reddisll-brown 

(Hunsell 5YR 6/4) to dark r,rey (1()YIt 4/1) in colour. Thin sectioninr, 

shows large grains of biotite scattered throughout the clay matrix, 

together with discrete grairls of plar,ioclase and orthoclase felspar 

and frequent grains of suhanl(ular :[uartz and flecks of mllscovi te. 

The prominent incillsions in tllese sherds are probably derived 

from a granitic or gneissic origin. The drift of East Anglia a.nd 

Essex is known to contain i(lneous and metamorphic materials, hut 

equally, this fahric could he im]lorted from elsewhere. Texturally, 

the Hucking sherds appear to he different to the series of early-

middle Saxon pottery from Northampton and other sites which 

contain inclusions of r,ranite, possibly derived trom the 

Charnwood Forset area (llilliams,1979). However, in view of the 

similarities in thin section with the 'schlickung' decorated sherd 

below, an origin for these two llucki1\g' sherds on the other side 
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of the North Sea i" It possibility. GrEloitic and gneissic inclusions 

have for example Leon found by Prochen in Saxon pottery from 

northern Germany, dorived fr()~l tho loc"l glacial moraine ( ill 

Steeger,1948). A similar SOIl1'CO for thO' ',Hucking sherds should be 

considered. 

Group 2 'Schlickung ware'. Hu6 416h 26. 

liard, fairly sandy fabric, dark grey (5Y 4/1) throughout, 

with 'schlickung' treatmont given to the outer surface. The 'schlickun~ 

tecllnique PQ~nts to conti/lent"l practices of decoration and the 

! 
similari ties in thin section to the micaceous sherds (though lacldng 

i 
the same' frequency of rlica and felspar) suggests an'origin in the 

I 
lower Rhineland or surrounding areas. 

Group) 'Organic tompered wares' 1827 x 668, 50 x 300, 1199 x 75, 

2395 x Q77, 1~25 x 406, 1827 x 668, 1900 x 973, 

2)05 x 1070, ?JOO x 1070, 2088 x 826, 2233 x Q79, 

1534 x 405, 19JO x 1070, 2185 x 968, 230'; x 1070. 

Fairly soft, sandy fahric with It little flint and obvious organic 

tempering throughout, ranging in colour from reddish-huff to dark 

grey. Thin sectionilll( of some of the above sherds shows th'at the 

feature common to all of them is a sories of elongate voids scattered 

throughout the clay'matrix, in all probability representing chopped 

grass or chaff. 

Group 4 'Sta.bbed decorated ware' 1708 x 760, 1688 x 75'i, 

1898 x 960. 

Two of the sherds, 1708 x 760 and 1688 x 755, are in a hard, sandy 

and slightly micaceous fabric, brownish-buff in colour. A thin 

section of 1708 x 76Q shows a groUlHlrlass of subangular quartz 

grains average size O.10-.50rlm, flecks of mica and a little flint. 

Sherd 1898 x 960 is in a fairly hard, slightly sandy fabric which 
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has organic markin/!" on the ullter Hllrface. Thin sectioning shows 

a nUl'luer of elon/:!~te voids prohahly representing grass or chaff, 

together with a se!~tter of I'IlIbanglllar quartz grains and a Ii ttlo 

flint. 

GrOl\)l 5 'Sandy wares'. 

1) 1889 x 883. Ilard, thick sandy hurnished fabric, dark grey 

(7.5YR N3/) outer 'IlIrfaee and core, lighter grey inner ,mrface. 

Thin sectiolling sllOws a fail"ly clean clay matrix with flocks of 

mica and a scatter of suhangular quartz grains up to 1.0mm across. 

2) 1930 x 1064. Fairly hard, thiek sandy fabric, dark grey (7.5YR 

N4/) throughout. liot sectioned. 
I 

3) 1900 x 970. Fairly hard, very snndy fabric with occasional 

grains of red iron ore, dark grey (10m 4/1) throughout. Thin 

sectioning shows a fairly clean clay matrix containing frequent 

suhangular quartz grains, average size O.20-.50mm, and some 

iron ore. 

4) 1940 x 980. Pairly harel, 1'!nndy fabric containing reel iron 

are grains, dark grey (10YH 4/1) throughout. Thin 1'!ectioning 

shows a groundmas't of suhangular quartz grains, O.10mm and 

under in size, with a scatter of larger grains up to 0.60mm 

across and a little iron ore and flint. 

5) 1935 x 986. liard, moderately saudy fabric, red (lOa 5/6) 

surfaces, grey core. Thin sectioning shows quartz grains in 

the siie-range 0.10-.60ml'l, some quartzite and a little flint. 

Conclusions 

A sample of raw clay from Feddersen "'ierde was also section 

for comparison with the ahove material but did not match the 

Nucldng pottery. The sample of clay was found to contain mll'lerous 

well-sorted eubangular grains of quartz 0.10mm and under in size 
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and flecks of mica. Apart from the 'micaceous' and 'schlickung' 

sherds, there is 110 indica tinll iha t tho remllinder of the pottery 

was 1I0t produced wi thin the 1~(!n"r!1.l area of Hucking, as the 

pottery contains only CO['l'OOIl inclusiolls. 

Saxon Loomweicllts 1 gO x 3'10, 2?'lO x 916, 2220 x 645. 

Soft, sandy fabric, reddish-huff (2.5YIL 6/6 to 7.5YIt 7/4) surfaces, 

dark grey to black core. Two fahrics a]lpear to be represented in 

thin section: 1RO x 340 is heavily charged with ill-sorted sllbangular 

quartz grains ranging up to 1.40['11'1 in size and a little flint, while 

2290 x 916 and 2220 x 64;> hoth contain a lesser amount of smaller­

size,l quartz grains. 

References 

Steeger, A. (1948) 'ller frankische lIriedhof in Rill bei Xanten', 

Bonner JI>., 148(1948), 249-298. 

Villiams, D.F. (1979) 'Petrological analysis of Saxon pottery from 

St. l'eters and nriar lIill', in Villiams, J. 

St. l'eters ::Jtreet Northampton. Bxcavations 

1973-1976 (Northampton, 1979), 155.-




