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BONES FRUA GUUMAUCLESTER, 1971-3
By o.Westley, B.Se., F.Z2.5.
Thig osteological material, submitted in 197%, shawsxaxfaumz
usxfoiiowsy comes from five areas, which have been separately

treated. They are as follows:

Stiles II, 1971-3% Fauna of Man, cattle, sheen, pig, Red deer,
dog, cat and bird
Stiles 111, 1773 Fauna of Man, cattle, sheep, pig, dog.

St. Ann's Lane, 1972-3 Fauna of Cattle, sheep, pig, bird

Piper's Lane, 1973 Fauna oftiorse, cattle, sheep, pig
Fost Ctreet, 1973 Fauna of Man; horse,cattle, sheep, pig,dog,
bird.

The waterizl is almost entirely fragmentary and mostly of the
food awunimals, and as there is little to excite comment, it has been

incorpecrated in the attached tables, with the [ollowing brief remarks:-

Fcod enimals (Cattle, sheep, rig) Again, cattle predom aate
conniderably over she2p in numbers, with sheep similarly excewding pigs.
From the material exauwined, I do not think it is possible tc¢ zive useful
percentages, tiaough the "minimuw number" of individuals is marked on the
tables. The cattle are small, the usual "Celitic ox" type and the sheep
seem to vary considerably in size. It might well Ve that Foat ie also
present, but not distinmuishaltle in this materisl. Most o1 the animals

have tez2n slasghtered ia tneir second year.

Man is preseat only in the occasional fragment, always difficult
to interpret, e.g. = dictal part of the humeris from Post St., Bag 30,
and infant bounes from ar.l6. Such a propc-tion c¢f{ human remains is

very usual from Roman sitee.
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Horse iz precent only in ewm.l1l quautities and fragments, usua'ly teeth and
vertebrae, giviug 1lit!le indication of size or type. An exception is the
horse material from Pipere Laasc (bar 12) which ic the remains cf one old
anigel ~ not chopped or joiated anc cobviocurly not food. riary of the
fraguents of the catile, sbecp and viz bonez bear knife marks snd sre
certainly the rerains of Joints, pooceilly cooked. There is no uewns of
sscertaining, at present, whether archaenlogicsl bone has been cooked or
not. The horse remains from Post Street (B77) are also of an old

animal, in this case the m andible.

Fcuwl Alrmoet every stratum cotains bones of domeastic fowk, apprarently

a staple food. There isc also the cccasioual cock spur, which may well
indicate the breeding of fichting cocks, but the majority of bones belong
te quite cwall henr,

I ¢urnot distinguish spy differencese in the lst and 4th centuy
assemblages o bone, nor any evolution of size °r new characters in the
animals, btut this could rardly be hoped for in material cuneistioy of wll
chopred-up food hones, for the greater part. The gheep (goat?) seem to
be of differing sizes but there is no indication that the larger ones
cone later,

Tuere is almost ¢ mplete abseace of wild fauna, such as birds,
fish, fox, badser, rodents, beaver, wolf,elk, bear and other animalc dhich
we xnow to have existed il Srilaid at this tine, There is just oae exanmple
of Red deer, from Stiles 1I, no doubt sought as game 1t would geem that
the “odmauciiester district was we!l populated with the human race.

The toaers arc curated at +the British Museum of Jatural History.
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Benes from Post Ctreet, Godmanchester.
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TAbLe UF BOMLS FRUM STILES 11, GUUMANCLEUTER, 1971 - 3
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The fi - ures refer to fragments and not complete bones, except
for the dogs, where "remains of 2" means partial skeletons of 2 mnimals.
The figures in bracksts beneath the numbere, in the case of the foad
animals, give the lowest gossibl: number of individuals represented by

the anatomical parts.

The fragment under "man" is an infant femr, protaktly newborn.



TAbLE OF bUMLS FRUA STILLS 111, GUIMASCLLSTLKR.
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The figures refer to fragments, and not complete

bones, The figures in brackets below the numbers of the food

animala give the lowest possible number of individuals anatomically

represented.,

The one human fragment is the shaft of san adult femur.



“hLwl UF LON&S FRoM ET. ANN'S LANE, GUUAANCALSTER.
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The figures refer to fragmente, not complete bones.
The figures in brackets below the numbers of the food anima]:s indicate
the lowest possible number of individuals anatomically represented.
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BONES FRO: PIPERS LANE, GULAANVALSTER,
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The figures refer to fragments, not complete tones.

The

figures in brackets below the numbers of the food animals give the

lowest possible number of individuals anatomically represepted.



