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By 

hu.rtin eell. 

Durin6 the 1-;Jt.O seasou of eAcav.::.~. tiow_, at Ti:H~ L:o.!nery, .vell::> Cathedral 

directed by Dr •. ia,·wick koawell, two context,; 

of le1·ed potential for palaeoe!lvironmental s tudi-as and were accordingly 

sampled by the writer. vne ~<as an old land surface, the other a Saxo-

Norman well. 

The Old Land ;Surface 

'I'races 0.1 this wer~ observed at variuus ,t>Oints belov1 the earliest 

building .Levels. The best eXi-•usure wc.s a small area of section 144 be ..Low 

t.ne floor of tne earliest .::laxon buildint_;. Jere t.J1e old land surface wa.s 

cut into on one side by a brave (Context 14J1) and on the other siae by 

the east wall of the Saxon chancel. The following is a uescriptiou of 

ti1e strati6raphy of tne olu lana surface and incorporates observations 

made by Dr. ,Jelen i\BeleJ during a field visit. jvtunsell colours are 

descrJ.beu. rr.oi~t a.m1 the terminology fodows .10dgson ( 1';174) :-

Above 0 em. Construction debris and floor material from buildin~s. 

0-'! em. Reddisi1 brown (':) YH 4/4) 6il ty clay loam wi tn a few 

small stones; some admixture of . .;-'.lrboniferous Lime-

stone chips o.nd Hlortar frat-£men.ts; one piece of human 

long tone presumably relating to disturbance during 

construction of the building. Dryircg of the section has 

revealed traces of medium i:Jrisrnatic ped structure. 

Abrupt smooth boundary. 
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lj-15 Ci!l. Yellm-Jis!l reu \ :_:, { h: 4 ;'&) clay loo.m wi ta many small 

.!:l.nd meJiu;:l Ul<J ,e-J -~Hmb tune fjiec..:::::J. AiJrupt wavy 

bouw.i~ry. 

15+ em. Red.disn bruwu 1
\ L~ • .J ·t r< 4-/4) clay loam with extremely 

abundant rounded, ::;mall, medium and large 0ld Red 

Sand~t.one 1--'ie·..;es. 0ome sic;n.....t3 of clay coats on ped 

faces. 

The Old Red Sandstone gravel on whicrl this soil developed is part of 

an alluvial fan whicn underlies much of ,,ello (Green and 'delch 1965, p.118) 

and is known to contain a l-leis tocene fauna (ioalcn 19j7, Table opp. p.18o). 

·rhe soil with its saallow loamy surface orizot1S becoming much more stony 

wit11 depth appedrs similar to soilt> of t;~r.:· J....oU.Dcford ~)(;ric:s wnicb ere mapped 

by tne Jail .SurvE!y as occurrine; on L.io alluvial f1;;;.n to;.1ay (.Fiualay 1964, 

r .02). Cle.:...rly the surface has been disturoe:..t tc .some ~egree by construction 

of the buildings and it i3 also potisible th<.tt it £-'..o.s Ueen truncated to some 

extent. 

In order to ot.Jtain ddta oOou t the envirc)nment imweuia tely v.ceceeding 

the ecclesiastical complex o. culumn of si..t~ sL.t:nples was tar~en t.hrougn the 

old land surface for mollusc aHalysis. The met!'loJo useu were those outlined 

by !!,'vans ( ·1972) anu the resulLs ctre presented in the table where the nomen-

\ 
clature follows .valden ( 1'3?b). 'l'he number of molluscs <~as very small, 

even at the surface, and declined wi t.a aepth,, AS the table indicates 
7 

the 

\ numbers of molluscs correlaLe with the percentages of calcareous particles 

/ 

showing that survival relates to a more calc.::..reous regime enoendered by 

the limestone and mortar introduced onto tne :;:;ite durinb the construction 

phase. That being so there is a good chance that tne surviving assemblage 

relates to a orief perio{J immediately prior to, anu during, construction. 



Despite thL..", ~xtrema c~uti'.Ji'; 1t1U .t be ex~n.:i~ed iu i11t~rpr~ting sucn a 

sparse asse1:~blage. ~{i t.J t..d~.- ex.;·.:ptivt. of ',;·:cilioide::> o.cicula (a burrowing 

species of Little t.:..:a2_._;t,i-.:.:.....!._ .::::;i 6 .uificance; th~.~ rflU.:lt J.i;Jportant :nolluscs are 

Vallonia exc~n trica; V..:1-Llunia CO:'J t.:.~. to. i 

The List two are fairlJ' GaL1ulic in their ·:colvGiC<..d preferen..:e0 but the 

Vallonias are sugeje:::;tive cJ!' an vven euvirvfl•r.ent a.3 i::: the presence of 

Helicella italet and Jerti5o pygmaea. The latter tends to shun disturbed 

conditions but Pupilla muscorum is absent and tnere is little sign that 

the fauna is one of old grassland. 

Associated with ti:1ese Sl_)ecies .'::i.re a grou}J 6enerally considered to 

be shade-lovin~ in their eco-Logical 1--references:- the Zonitiuae; Discus 

rotunda tus; . .;arychiurn tridell tatum; the C2.uusiliidae and ~a obscura. 

presence 0 t" LZ10. Obscura :..;uc_;t..)e.'i ts ctHC) ther }'OG.Si.bili t:;. It is often found 

on y;all.s .:tr • .J in rocKy _cL-1ces ( Lecnej' and ~~wnPrOrJ 1'.;/'), ;.:;.100), and might 

conceivabl~' H.:lve Ur;en imt--'oct·1·.1 to trli: ;.;it~ alo11h· •uit!1 builui.Ht) materials. 

'.rhis onl.)' ~-5ervt-'.:; t-; ldghl iL!tr. tn•::' ,)~'~'i: .. d-._: h·;..zar~.:--;; .:..::.volvcc in interpretinc; 

;:;ucn a :...:;na.!..l :::..-;:::;ernblage. 01: bC~lQr:!.Ge, I;U~.<:ever, ·.,'e arc prob&c.ly dc:aling 

witn an opt-11 enviroww:·nt wi:ticu mL_e)lt well rLve been cu.ltivaLcd or disturbed 

in some "'Jay, if only by the process of con.s true tion. 

The Saxo-i~orman well 

The fill of this fe,.ture compri~ect contexts 1381, 1355, 1351 and was 

overlain by the foundations of the >Edy 8ha]'el \Context 13)4). The feature 

was iti.terpreted by the excavator as a well which was infi.iled, probably 

during the early twelfth century wi~tH. exis ti no buildinus on the site were 

levelled prior to construction of the lady Cnapel. ;;. series of six samples 

were t_aken 3 t intervals if1 the fill to see ·.ome t.her it contained biological 



reruai11!:3 or economic oc envi1·vwaental t;_ign:ificaHce. A pr~liminary examination 

C:5 YR 4/3 - moist) clay ;~ltll roumle<.l !-ieee:; of lim,,stone allll Old ,led 

~andaton8 \'lit..h trace.s uf mort.J.r in pluce~. A jOU gro. sub-samp..i._e WtiS taKen, 

broken up ln water eout..J. the flat co.ilecteu on a 0.21 mm. sieve. The 

remainder of the ::;amp.le vJa.s washed t1trOU6.l a nest of sieves of Cmm, 2mm, 

0.5mm and 0.21mm. i·iate!~ial retained on the sieves has been stored in 

alcohol • .Some preliminary sort ina: has been C&.!Tied out ill order to assess 

the potential of the material. Small fr;,;gments of ·l;~ood/plant macerial 

were found as well aa a ~ood number of uncarboni:.3e1:1 ael Us preserved by 

waterlou~;ing; aw:-l also or;e or tHo c.:...rbonised seeuo. lilrgest and most 

obvious amen~; the seeds 'were 10 gr·o_pe pips (Vi tis vinifera). 'rhese are 

of particJ.lJr interest bec:Ctusc 01' ti~e hi.stor.ical evidence for small scale 

.Saxo-twruan viticulture in this part of ceutral Somerset (Jarby and 1.Velldon 

Finn 1~)t)/, p.209J. ·~'he seed::.; from t1ri.s cor! text are strongly recoaunended 

for IurL1er ::-n .. uJ,:;" b~i a specialist. 1.t wou.Ld seetn reaoonable to concentrate 

sucn study on tfw basal samf;le .-Jhere preservat::..on is clearly c;ood and the 

evidence is .nest liKely to rel<..<.te t'_) the 1~riu;ary f'-'uction of the .feature. 
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Weight of soil 

% calcareous particles 
larger than 6mrr; 

~ rna teri5.l l;:: . .rs·er than omm 

1-orr,at:i.as elegans (J:;Uller) 

Caryc? :liu:n triden tatum ( Ri,sso) 

Cochlic6ca S}.f-• 

Vertigo py¢maea CJraparnaud) 

Vallonia costa. ta (l.;Uller) 

Jo.llonia €;'XCent.rica. SterKi 

.t!.na obscura (LUller) 

Discus rotunda tus C·Jiiller) 

Vitrea contracts (,;esterlund) 

l':esovitrea hammonis (.StrOm) 

Aegopinella pura (Alder) 

Aegopinella nitidula. (_Jraparnaud) 

Oxychilua cellarius ( i:iUller) 

.Limacidae 

Cecilioides acicula (Huller) 

Clausiliidae 

Helicella itala (Linnaeus) 

Trichia hispida (Linnaeus) 

Cepaea Spf;. 

Helix aspersa (Miller) 

Total (minus C.acicula) 
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