FALALC GV L Ol ey AL 51iD103 AT WollS CATUEORAL, 1950.

by

hurcin Hell.

During the 1950 season of eicavations ut Phe Jamery, wells Cathedral
directed by Or. sarwick kodwell, two contexty
ofrered potential for palaecenvironmental studies and were accordingly
sampled by the writer. une wus an old land surface, the other a Saxo-

Norman well.

The 0ld iand surface

Traces o. this were observed at various points below the earliest
building ievels. The best exposure wis a small area of section 144 below
the floof of tne earliest Jaxen building. ere the old land surface wus
cut into on cone side by a grave (Conitwext 14371) and on the other side by
the east wall of the 3Jaxon chancel. The following is a uescription of
tne stratigraphy of the ola land surface and incorporates observations
made by Dr. .elen keeley during a fiedd visit. junsell colours are

describeda moist and the terminology follows aodgson (1974):-

Above O cm. Construcvtion debris and tloor material from buildings.

0-9 cm. Reddisi brown (5 Y 4%/4%) silty clay loam witn a few
small stones; some admixture of Jirboniferous Lime-
stone chips and wortar fragments; one piece of human
long Gone presumably relating to disturbance during
construction or the building. Drying of the section has
revealed traces of medium prismatic ped structure.

Abrupt smooth boundary.

e




H=15 citte . Yellowish reu (3 ¢k 4/0) clay Loam wibtn many small
and medium Olu ced _andstone pieces. Abrupt wavy

boundary.

154 cm. Reddisn brown (.o {x 4/4) clay loam with extremely
abundant rounded, small, medium and large Old Red
Sandstone pieces. Some sign.s of clay coats on ped

faces.

The 0ld Red Sandstone gravel on whica thisz soil developed is part of
an alluvial fan whicn underlies much of wells (Green and Welch 1965, p.118)
and is known to contain a Fleistocene fauna (balen 19347, Table opp. p.180).
The soil with its snallow loamy surface .orizoas becoming much more stony
with depth appears similar to soils of tue Lan_ford Jeries wnich are mapped
by tne 3oil Survey as occurring on tiis alluvial fun toaay (Finalay 1964,
p.82). Cleurly the surface has been disturved tc soe aegree by construction
of the buildings and 1t is also possible that it has been truncated to some

extent.

In order to obtain data soout the environment imaediately preceeding
the ecclesiastical complex a culumn of six sumples wus tasen through the
old land surface for mollusc analysis. The methods used were those cutlined
by Evans (1972) and the results are presented in the table where the nomen-
clature follows salden (1976). The number of moiluscs wés very small,
even at the surface, and declined witn depth. as the table indicutes, the
numbers of molluscs correlate with the percentages of calcareous particles

-
showing that survival relatbés to a more calcareous regime en,endered by
the limestone and mortar intreduced onto the site during the construction
phase. That being so there is & good chance that the surviving assemblage

relates to a orief period immediately prior to, anu during, coenstruction.




Despite this, extreme cuubicn must be exercised in interpreting such a

sparse assemblage. Wita tuw excoption of U:cilioides acicula (a burrowing

species of .ittle evolugival slguificance: the most important molluscs are

Vallonia excentrica; Vallunia costata; cimacidae; und Trichig nispida.

The last twe are fairly catiuwlic in their -colugicul preferences but the
Vallonias arc suggestive ol an vpen environment as i: the presence of

Helicella italu and Vertigo pysgmaea. The latter tends to shun disturbed

conditions but Pupilla muscorum is sbsent and tunere is little sign that

the fauna is one of old grassland.
Assoclaved with tinese species are a group zenerally considered to
be shade-loving in their ecoiogical preferences:- the Zonitiumse; Discus

rotundatus; warychiuwm tridentatum; the Cluausiliidae and Zna obscura.

Tuls could imply that there were Lrees, gdrubs or hedpes nearby but the
presence ol kha obscura usugpests ancther possibility. It is often found

£.100), and might

on walls aumd in rocky piaces (lherney aad Cameron 1970,
conceilvably nave uveen importsd to tae site along with building materials.
Phis only serves tor highlipght fne poweicle hizares favoelvee in interpreting
such a small zssemblage. O balance, however, we are probauvly dealing

witil an open enviroumsnt witicn mwight well anzve been cultivaied or disturbed

in some way, if only by the process of construction.

The Saxo-poruan well

The fill of this feature comprised contexts 1381, 1355, 1351 and was
overlain by the foundations of the .ady Chapel (context 1354). The feature
was iuterpreted by the excavator as a well whicit was infilled, probably
during the early twelfth century when existing buildin,s on the site were
levelled prior to construction of the lady Chapel. s series of six samples

were takenr at intervals in the fill to see wnether it contained biological




remains of ecomomic or envirouwental significance. A preliminary examination

was made of sample t o lrom the very pobtosm oi the feature wnere it scowed
possible signs of having been waterlo,ged. Tthe Lample was reddish brown
{5 YR 4/3 - moist) clay with rounded pieces of limestone and Old Red
Sandatone with traces of mortur in places. A 300 gm. sub-sampie was taken,
broken up in water and the llot collected on a .21 mm. sieve. The
remainder of tne sample was washed throug. a nest of sieves of tam, 2mm,
0.5mn and C.2%mm. baterial retained on the sieves has been stored in
alcohol. Some preliminary sorting has been carried out ia order to assess
the potential of the material. 3Small fragments of Ywood/plant material
were found as well as a good number of uncarbonised secds preserved by
waterlogging and also one or two carbonised seeds. Largest and most

obvious amon;; the seeds were 10 grave pips (Vitis vinifera). These are

of particulur interest because os Tne historical evidence for small scale
Jaxo-horuan viticulture in this pact of central Somerset (Darby and Welldon
Finn 1907, p.209). the seeds from tnis context are strongly recommended

for rurtaer study by a specialigt. It would seem Teasonable to concentrate

sucn study on the basal sample vhere preservation is clearly good and the

evidence is aest likely to relate to the pLrimary function of the feature.
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C.3%em Sebom 5-%cm G-1zcm 12-15cm 15-20cm

Weight of soil 784g  800g H00g 900g 971g 1000g
% calcareocus particles
larger than Cam g7 &0 1 1.3 0 2
% material larger than Gumn g & 10 23 258 27
Lomatias eicgans (#ilier) +
Carycanium tridentatum (Rissc) 2 1 1
Cochlicooa sip. - 1
Vertizo pysmaea (Draparnaud) ] 2 1
Vzllonia costata (ililler) & b 5 1 %
vallonia excentrica Sterki ke 11 3
ina obscura {Miller; £ 4 1
Discus rotundatus (Hiiller) 4 1 - + + -
Vitrea contracta (westerlund) 1
Lesovitrea hammonis {(3trém) 1 1 +
Aspopinella pura (Alder) 1
Aegopinella nitidula (Lraparnaud) 1
Oxychilua cellarius (Hullier) 1
Limacidae , 8 & 7 5 4 1
Cecilioides acicula {(lfiller} (1) (13) (9) (3) (+) (3)
Clausiliidae + +
Helicella itala (Linnaeus) 1
Trichia hispida (Linnaeus) 4 + = % 2 +
- Cepaea spp. + + +
,;:Helix aspersa'(Mﬁller) ‘ + + + *

Total (minus C.acicula) 48 29 20 12 11 1




