
'>, ( 
" I--i" ,ldvlJ"" 1-\-1 ,~ I 

3''t> <; -5: 
~J,. 1M~ . 

tfl(! AJc Fired clay fragments 

Justine lJayl"y 
AhCl en t ;,1onumen ts ulh. 

A number of fragments of fired clay were examined :18 11, Wd8 thought 

t)lf~~Y might be prehistoric crucible sherds. 

f\11 but one sllerd (FC 844, s]' c)?) were of" similar f;",rlc, siinrl,Y but 

"Jr/0 j;";lltly tempered and most of these were partJ,Y oxidised iiwi partly redllGed 

fir,~(j. Po melt metal in a cIucible reducinr: conditions mllst be pnforcf-~d or the 

metal will be oxidised and lost. I"rAhistoric CT'uc:i bJes w~~r8 IlSlJ.:-:;\ 11J' hE'ated from 

above so it is quite common to fint! J,art.l.y o::ddiF,;f~d fr.H;-menl,s; jf. is lIRu:iliy 

the Quier sur'face that is oxidised. 

Only t,wo of the main i"~roup of stlerds ,-~110W "my sign of W";P ;H:; CT'llcihl0S 

{one piece of Fe f)98, bap; 2 and Fe "{ )1~ 01. 1)1}. I~()\'h ;l.rp n(,;lI~l.Y com[detr-dy 

reduced fi red u.nd have vCf;lcu'lar' innnl' ;,11f'f:\c_f'~~ with t,r:l(~A:; of' OI'On7J? adhpr'irw. 

'PhI"? r:il)rir. 1l~3';d LC-'; not. ver,Y r'pfr':lcl,rJf',y ,;0 thl' ,~trUtll~ fJ(~.d,inir r!',pu rl'() to niP] t 

li1f~Ll! han ;iffpt.;!J"!d t~Je crucible. i~ivlnr it;\, Vf';-_;ici;]:lr ([;PO:1,";r>,VJ :;1ruclurf~. 

('rolIl t~I0 Ip~~f; str'otli-7J,'I Ilf~:IL0d ~'·lf'i.rl of' l:nwib]e!:-1 ;w,l SI)IW' COII),j ij" t'rc}'n tfl()lJld~1, 

I.nqup;h the c-:}n!.e:i -Jrr> :-l./\d,in l1ot. V"'f',Y c(HJvinr;itl.'~. 

rp}wone );ili f;ilPI'd (Fe P'II/') "'Iil..~ 1·-·l.Lli(~r ':v)r!-' l1(.~avi lS t.0·li~-0rrld lil:1n Ltl~~ 

['f~~:;t, and was thinner' ('( rom :u, OPI'O[wd to c. 10 111m). It. Wd" ·!1o~;I,I.v ,'\--dIJ(;0d !'irpd 

otJl0r two deflni t,p cruejbte }-:her'lh bill. ::;[loweI1 ~->o'nf' si{-!:nH or Lr>irl" 1f'!'r:cl,fCd b,Y 

I; he flea t on its j r1np r su r ('ace. 

/\.1 J t.hre8 crqr;ible G~lf;'['ds mut·,t, on t~lf~ b'i!~i:; of I.h,-,ir j"dH'ir::1, bp 

prR-Hom:-ln. Fe R')f) alld F\; 751 arp most. Ilk01,Y t.o bI' HriWl?,p I\./'X" bllt. Tor; fHtl~ rn;l,Y bp 




