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nﬁ? Fired clay fragments from VFoundbury Camp, Dorset.

Justine Bayley
Ahcient WMonuments lab.

4 number of fragments of lired clay were examined as 11 was thought
they might be prehistoric crucible sherds.

All but one sherd (FC 844, S1. 57) were of a similar fanrie, sandy but
5n43 li it ly tempered and most of these were parlly oxidised and partly reduced
fir:d. Fo melt mebal in a crucible reducing conditions must be enforced or the
metal will be oxidiged and lost. I'rehisloric crucibles were usually heated f'rom
above so it is quite common to Tind partly oxidised fvdgnenbé; it is usuaiiy
the outer surface thal is oxidised.

Only two of the waln group of sherds show ny sign of uge as crucibies
(one piece of IC 898, bag 2 and FC 7,1, 1. 51). roth are nearly completely
reduced fired and have vesicular inner aurfaces with traces of oronse sdhering.
The Mmbric used Lg not very refractory so the gstrong heabing reauired Lo mell
melal has affected the crucible, siving (L o vesgicuiar (s;pon,(:f{vj asiructure.
These clunpges are moshk marked ol Lhe sarfiee bob contioue for o faw omm into the

sherd,
]

The rest of Lie sherds shvow no zighs of havins veen us=d g crucinles
and in some cises Lhe e ahape makes thia an uniikely function. Some way comn
from Lhe leas gtrongly healed ypartn of crucibles and some coold oo Pron moulds,
thousts the ghapes gre apain nol very convincing.

The one yid sherd (FO 844 ) wos rulher more heavily bespered than Lhe
rest and was thinner (7 am ag opposed Lo oo 10 mn e Lt w:ss;& mostly reduced (ired
and had traces of bronze on ity inner surface. It was notl as vercu ar as the
other two definite crucible sherds buab showed some signs ol bLeine f'facled by
the heat on its irmer aurface.

All three crucible sherds muast, on the basis of Ltheir fmibricn, be
pre—itoman. FC A98 and FC 731 are most likely to be Bronge ame bul FGO8LL may be
latnr. The metaltiferous depogits on all three sherds were exnwined by x—viay
Fluorescnnee. Copper-and tin were detected in ail ongesi no sienalds ffor deeud

ar zinc were noled. Toe alloy boing metlad wae in ol canes an o anleacded hronye,





