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'rile SJdg from the 1~((~? exci..1vtitions (site codes JA-JO) was a 

va ry homogeneOUt:; grou1J. I i was a Imos tall vesicular i ron-working slag, most 

of j t in fairly smull, thin piece8. rPhare were some larger hearth bottoms, 

the buns of sl~g that collects in the bottom of smithing hearths, but these 

were all under 1C cln in diameter and ei tiler plano-convex or concavo-convex in 

cross-section with a maximum thickness of about 2 COl. Some of the slag contained 

imprints or "dual pieces of wood or charcoal, indicating that this was the 

fuel used. Other pieces contained lumps of flint which had apparently fallen 

into the he"rt.h acci dentally. f\ few fragments had traces of burnt sandy clay 

on tr.eir underBides which had been l)ickeo up from the hearth structure. rPhe few 

pieces that were not iron slag were either burnt and fluxed clayey hearth 

lining or fue lash s lugs, sand or clay tLu t has reuc ted wi til the ash in the 

fire <.it hit-';h teulperatures gl.ving a vesicular, light-weight slag. 
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The slag from tbe 1 SO~-'i 1 eXCaWl tiona wag simi lar to that 

(iescribed u.bove, being mair.ly iron-wor'kJ_r:g sJag. It was however more var.iable 

ion size and text.l..lI·e, su.ggesting orig]n~3 ir, less uniform processes. Sma.ll 

quun1..i ties of heart.h lining and fuel ash slag were also noted. 
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'rho B "1';" described above were probably all produced as by-products 

of iron smithing oyer\},·_,]ons. [Phis sort of metal-working is to be expected in 

any settlement of reu Gon;-; tJ cf:' size. 


