
ANCIENT MONUMENTS LABORATORY GEOPHYSICS SECTION 

REPORT ON MAGNETOMETER SURVEY 

IURVEY: BURDF:i10P DOWN DATE: 

R4t,.n .e. 

14/6/79 

10/70 

1. SITE 

OS ..... ,.,.,...: SU 168 7 	 FI.,d .... 6~46 

LOOMI..: 	 gently sloping ground on a spur ri(lf.\8 or. tb northern edge of 
the Marlborough Downs. 
Chalk 

Arc.....IOIIc., ....nc.: exc"vation of prehis' "ic fedturp8 includitW .\ ~:;drsen 
IfJoor'; Cl.nd th JOGdtion of smilL, finds sUfTgestive of locdl 
bronze working. 

SURVEY 

OItJect: 	 to examiu~ 'J:e ;lrea adjdcf'nt to tb exciv:"ti.:n for tr'dces of 
prehistor.c accup;~tion ;,nri/or metal-w rkln,;r. 

(.) .....tlo 8UrV., 
T,pe ...urve,: aut :::>r!lil tic 

~ ..............,: n uxgatp Rang.: 100 y 

Inltl.' oUrt record., ••ttl.... - Y: 15 y Icm 
X: 1 : 200 acal. 

(It) Other .... 

(I' .......tlc allM.ptlblllt,: 
t.....II: 4B.8 a"aoll: fill: .10-' ..... ''''' 

(ac brld,. readl ....' 

A~c,vltor's ~rirt. 

P...'o.....neloatld: 1 - Loc.,tim f;],(n 1: 2500 
~; 'r.;ll!,r,etcmro!;er tr.. v~e;;ll : 

conti 



3. RESULTS 

"'he survey was restricted to the ,'.irea between the eXCdva tions (1979) 
and the round barrow some hundred metres or so to the west. The ground was 
covered on a 30 rn. grid (see n 1) wi th fluxgate gr:J.diometer und dutomatic 
plotting system. Successive 30 m. trdverses i:.it 1 m. intervals were plotted as 
graphical traces and the resul tant chart is shown on 1"1::\n 2. 

The immediate impression from the r:ldgnetometer traces is that there 
are no normally detectable cir::h-ieological feitures present. '1'hJ' two i:lnom:.ilies 
over the grid points at the NW <ind NE corners of sq.1l'1re 5 :'1'8 tnt? reactions to 
the steel tips of ranging rods, <:')rl trw distortions of the tr,~Gr,s al':lng the S 
edge of sq. 7 result from iron debris in a fined-in excaVcnion trench. 
Apart from these exagger,.~ted responses to iron, the tr:cl.ces ;,r8 only rJis1;urbed 
by a large number of minor but shdrp s which show u md Lt"~ed eoncentr'i t ion 
on the S side of the dash8d line on pLm 2. In ~nme areas of dri ft geolo€",y 
such peaks would be dttributed to igneus Ie errdtics, but h~r~ a possiole 
explanation is that tl'Jey urA cciused by the presence of fr:ip:ments of burnt 
sarsen,a m:.;terial which 'fl:J.S ,dso f'Jund in quantity durLnp; t'l0; nxcilv"tion. 
Vii thin the area. defim'!d by t.he OCGurrence of these dnnml UFS there ,q)pe;Jr to 
be subsididry concentrcttionB, for inS',HlcP dround th" NF corner of [no 7, and 
within sq. 6. 

if. CONCLUSI )NS 

\ 1 though no ts, di tC'18S, bearths or furn;lc n ,3 th_1t mII~l'lt h"ve been 
associdted with the suspec.t8d bronze-workinfT, on t'w si to cO'll(l be detf'cted, 
what is interpreted aa di8tinct.mc~ we Il.-defj ned t~(::l t t,er of burnt Si::Irsen hasA 

bpen lOCdtAd. SoU susceptibi,lity here i hi?h for :" r:h:dk ",ite - 49 X 10-6 

p.mu/""m., further indicitin{': t\,G stnnp: p:)sHib11ity of indllstrjd und/or 
0ccupation oGtivity on the sii,e'. Sue:] ,i hi value :11s'') SW','gA!.:~ts that had 
ot,hpr features such :is pits or d tchr's eX-Lstprt in ;11'8':18 1 - 9, they would hive 
been detected. The strJng possibil.ity is thlt sue!\ f'e,.tures h'l}!e been 
ploughed and eroded away, le;lVin;~ only a well-delimi ted spre:td of burnt s:.• r8en 
and possibly ot~er burnt m;,teri,Ji, derived orip:itVi1 Jy fron; hut or working floors. 

The only features found wi th the m;~gnetometcr, whilst s~anni.ng to 
the E of sq. 6 in the corner of the field, were Lltpr identifiAd b,Y exc,lvd.tion 
as ii small pit and tw:) post-holes. tJe Litter crmt'dninr: burnt sarsen. 
The pit was the only cme to be f,)und. 

Surveyed by: A. David. Fa1': G h ri s Gi nge 11
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